
Child 6  

JESSIE GEORGINA GUNN (1891 -1918)  

& WILLIAM ALBERT EDGAR NANKIVELL (1890 -  ??)  

CHRONOLOGY  

CODE  WHO EVENT WHEN  WHERE / COMMENT / SOURCE 
0.6 (1) GUNN, Born  27/12/1891 Probably at home, Birkenhead, Port Adelaide, South Aust.....Family       
       Jessie           (Communicant member Port Adelaide Presb. Church 1907).Church Records 
       Georgina Married  14/12/1917 Presbyterian Church , Port Adelaide, S. Aust. .....òNankivell : A Family Affairò 
        (No. 273 / 385.....S.A. Marriage Index)    
   Occupation   Teacher....Family 
   Residence(s)   1914 - Petersburg - Schoolteacher.....Almanacs 
       1917 / 1918 - Yorktown - Schoolteacher.....Almanacs    
       Minlaton, South Aust......Family 
   Died  06/12/1918 Aged 26 Yrs. 11 Mths. at Minlaton Cem., Minlaton, South Aust......Family 
       ñNankivell, Jessie Georgina, No. 30 / 612, died 06/12/1918, aged 26, wife of  
       William Albert Edgar Nankivell, farmer, Minlaton, born at Birkenhead, of  
       Meningi tis (6 days), Chronic Rheumatism for 15 months, at the Minlaton  
       Hospital, Informant H.W. Evans, Brother in law, Minlaton, Registered   
       13/12/1918ò....County Daly Death Cert. 
   Buried  07/12/1918 Minlaton Cem. - ñJessie Georgina, wife of William, aged 26 years 11 months, by 
       Rev. W. Cordiner.ò No. 168.....Minlaton Burial register....Cem. Index /Family  
       Memorial stone on site of parents grave at Murray Bridge Cemetery, S. Aust. 
 NANKIVELL, Born  24/03/1890 Probably at home, Minlacowie, Dist. of Daly, South Aust.....Index of Reg. 
   WilliamAlbert Occupation   Farmer, Minister......Family 
   Edgar  Residence From Almanacs... 
     1927 - Rev. Nankivelle (Bapt.), Peterborough / 28 / 29 ?? / 30 ??  
     1931 - Rev. Nankivell W.A.E., 15 Dew St., Mile End / 32 / 33 / 34 
     1935 - Nankivell W.A.E., 22 Maple Ave., Wayville West 
     1936 - Rev. Nankivell W.A.E., 137 Burnside Rd., Knightsbridge / 37  
     1938 - Nankivell, William A.E., Andrew Ave., Millswood / 39 / 40 
     1940 - Nankivell, William A.E., 2 Andrew Ave., Millswood / 41 / 42 / 43 / 44-45 / 46 / 47 / 48 / 49  
     / 50 / 51 / Not 52 
     1953 - Nankivell, William A.E., 5 Andrew Ave., Millswood / 54 / 55 / 56 / 57 / 58 / 59 / 60 / 61 /  
      62 / 63 / 64 / 65 / 66 / 67 / 68 / 69 / 70 / 71 / 72 / 73 
     + ñNANKIVELL, William W.A.E.ò 
     1937 - Nankivell W.A.E., 22 Maple Ave., Wayville West / 38 / 39 / 40-46 ??  
     1947 - Nankivell W.A.E., 424 South Rd., Glandore / 48 / 49 / 50 / 51/ 52 / Not 53 / Not 54.... 
   Died  13/11/1980 Adelaide, S.; Aust.....òNankivell : A Family Affairò 
   Buried  Not Known Not Known 
 (2) FIELD,  Born  25/10/1896 Port Augusta, S. Aust.....òNankivell : A Family Affairò 
        Florence Married  29/08/1922 Adelaide, S. Aust.....òNankivell : A Family Affairò; (No. 292 / 538.....Marriage Index) 
        Maude Occupation Nurse 
   Died / Buried Not Known Not Known 
      

Jessie was born in 1891 probably at home, Birkenhead, South 
Australia She attended the Lefevre Peninsula Model School from 1897 
to 1907.She left to become a Pupil Teacher at Adelaide, and later at Port 

Adelaide.  
She  officially became part of the 
Port Adelaide Presbyterian 
Church as a ñcommunicant 
Memberò  in 1907, aged 16, by 
ñprofession of faithò, when living at 
Birkenhead. Her inolvement was... 
 
 
 
 

1909  *"The Sunday School Teachers Association recorded the staff of the Port 
  School  as.... Jessie Gunn...."  
1910  *"The Fellowship Association....Mr. Ronald Gunn, secretary;  Miss Jessie 
  Gunn, assistant secretary....." 
  *"Session .....Reports....Sunday School Teachers Association.....H.N. Gunn 
  ....kindergarten.....Miss J Gunn secretary....." 
1913  *"The Fellowship Association....Miss Jessie Gunn, secretary....." 
  *"The Sunday School Teachers Association recorded the staff of the Port 
  School as....J. Gunn ......"  
1914/15 *"The Fellowship Association .....Miss J Gunn (secretary)...had resigned dur-
  ing the year owing to leaving the district and  was replaced by Ronald Gunn.ò 

Admission (1)   = 09/08/1897 
1897    = Infant 
1898    = J 
1899    = 1 
1900    = 2 
1901    = 3 
1902    = 4 
(Passed Compulsory Standard) 
1903    = 5 
1904    = 6 
1905    = 6 
1906    = 6 
06/1907   = Left (ñTeachingò) 

Jessie, aged 26, bridesmaid  
for sister, Jean, in 1917 
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Child 6 -  JESSIE & WILLIAM NANKIVELL  

Bill was born probably at home in 1890 at Minlacowie, near Minlaton, South Australia. His parents 
were John Nankivell and Catherine Treasure. Bill was the  sixth child of seven... 

A brief summary of Billôs ancestors (taken from ñNankivell; A Family Affairò, by Anne Williams) - an extensive 
genealogy, traced back to the 15th century..... 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NANKIVELL, Born  17/12/1848 At sea, aboard ñWalmer Castleò 
John  Married  26/11/1877 Wallaroo, S. Aust. 
  Occupation Farmer - grazing & mixed farming 
  Residence Initially farmed fatherôs property 
    Became one of largest landholders in the district 
    Minlaton, Adelaide 
  Died  12/05/1927 North Adelaide, S. Aust. 
  Buried    Mitcham Cemetery 
TREASURE Born  05/10/1857 Waustow, Somersetshire, U.K. 
Catherine Died  10/07/1945 Adelaide, S. Aust. 
  Buried    Mitcham Cemetery 

NANKIVELL, Born  25/12/1824 St. Agnes, Cornwalk, U.K. 
John  Married  31/11/1847 St. Enoder, Cornwall, U.K. 
  Occupation Miner, Farmer 
  Residence 11/09/1848 Emigrated to Australia. 
    Bathurst, Tungkillo, Walkerville, South Rhine (Barossa Vall.),
    Salt Creek near Coobowie Bay,  
    Sect 52 Minlaton on Brentwood Rd., 3 miles from Minlaton, 
    Coobowie   
  Died  05/12/1900 Coobowie, S. Aust. 
DENCH, Bapt.  04/07/1824 (+Twin, Mary Ann), St Enoder, Cornwall, UK 
Elizabeth Died  11/07/1890 Coobowie, S. Aust. 

NANKIVELL, Bapt.  08/04/1872 St. Agnes, Cornwalk, U.K. 
John  Married  14/12/1817 St. Agnes, Cornwall, U.K.    
RICKARD, Bapt.   
Elizabeth Died  Pre June 1841 U.K.. 

NANKIVELL, Bapt.  10/07/1757 St. Agnes, Cornwalk, U.K. 
Edward Married  20/04/1782 Perranzabuloe, Cornwall, U.K.    
BOWDEN, Rebecca  

 WHO  EVENT WHEN  WHERE  

NANKIVELL, Bapt.  09/07/1720 St. Agnes, Cornwalk, U.K. 
Samuel Married  04/08/1751 Perranzabuloe, Cornwall, U.K.    
ROBERTS, Born  1722 
Jane  Buried  21/12/1796 St. Agnes, Cornwalk, U.K. 

NANKIVELL, Born  Pre 1684  
Samuel Married  28/11/1710 Perranzabuloe, Cornwall, U.K.    
EDWARDS, Born   
Elizabeth Buried  20/05/1760  

NANKIVELL, Buried  23/10/1707  St. Agnes, Cornwalk, U.K. 
Robert   
??    
Elizabeth Buried  19/03/1694  St. Agnes, Cornwalk, U.K. 

Originally descended from TYPETT - NANSKEVAL of St. Columb Major, Cornwall, U.K. 

NANKEVILL, William 

Billôs parents 

Name   Born   Where 
*Florence May 03/02/1879  Minlacowie 
*Emily Bertha  24/09/1880  Minlacowie 
*Emmanuel John 27/09/1882  Minlacowie marr. Ida May DANIEL 
 *Vivian John (ñJackò) Nankivell (Geranium - 08 85772260) - marr. Ethra Elizabeth FARROWS - knew Murray Hill. 
  *John Farrow Nankivell - supplied the book ñNankivell; A Family Affairò (83633173) 
*Hilda Gould  20/01/1885  Minlacowie 
*Ida Rosely  17/04/1887  Minlacowie 
*William Albert E. 24/03/1890  Minlacowie 
*Harold Edwin 01/03/1893  Minlacowie  

Billôs grandparents 

Elizabeth,          John,    Martha, 
       Jane        John    William 
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Child 6 -  JESSIE & WILLIAM NANKIVELL  

 An  interesting sideline....Billôs father was one of four Nankivell brothers who married 
four Treasure sisters....all who were living in and around Minlaton..... 

 
 
 
 

 
From ñNankivell; A Family Affairò, by Anne Williams....ñAt seven years 

of  age he attended the local school, some three and a half miles away. It 
was a school of five grades. At the age of 12 years he had passed through all 
five grades and had begun work on his fatherôs farm. During World War One 
he served with the Y.M.C.A., and it was while resident in Adelaide that he 
met Jessie Gunn. They had been married little more than a year when Jessie 
died of consumption which she had when she had been marriedò. 

 
Jess was teaching at LeFevre with Nell (Jessie and Nell were very 

close) and probably still living at Martin Street, Petersburg, but in 1914 /15 , 
aged 23, she left to teach at Minlaton, then Yorketown. It was here that  
Jessie and Biill met at the Baptist Church, Minlaton. In 1916 her sisters, 
Margaret (17) and Fora (12) went to visit Jessie. They travelled from Monteith 
to Port Adelaide by train (3 hours), then  the coastal ship, the "Juno" (photo in 

the Port Adelaide museum),  and buggy to Minlaton. She resigned to get 
married  in November 1917 at Port Adelaide Presbyterian Church, and 
went to live at Minlaton.  

 
Jessie had few comforts. Thirteen months 

later in 1918, Jessie became very ill and was nursed by 
Janet Ingles. She contracted a terrible flu / meningitis and 
could not bear anyone to touch her - she was ñdown to 
skin and boneò. Soon her sister, Rhoda went over to look 
after her and then her mother, Helen. While Helen was 
there, Donald died on the 11th June 1918. Helen was 
only told at first that Donald was "dangerously ill" because 
it was thought it would be too much of a shock. Ben had 
to get the steamer, the "Juno" to wait  at Port Vincent 
while she made the buggy ride from Minlaton.  

 
Bill did not understand how ill Jessie was - nor 

did the local doctor. Apparently Rhoda talked to him in the 
dark at about 4.00 am, but he said he would not come 
until 8.00 - "she's not as ill as she thinks she is !" 
Tragically, Jessie died shortly afterwards (officially of 
ñMenengitisò) in December 1918.  

 
She was buried at the Minlaton Cemetery, 

Section 11, Number 1, by the Rev. W. Cordiner, and a memorial stone was also placed at  her 
parents gravesite in Murray Bridge. Many of  the children of Jessieôs  brothers and sisters, recall 
their parents speaking nothing but good of her - it would seem she had the ñsweetest and nicest 
nature of the Gunn familyò. Despite the fact that the family thought Bill was a hard, frugal man and 
could have acted more quickly with Jessie's illness, nevertheless he was still considered as part of 
the family.  

 
After Jessieôs death....òAfter the War, he engaged  the son of a local farmer to work the 

farm on contract, and began to study for the Baptist ministry at Parkin College, Adelaide. Having 
gained a Diploma in Theology and being ordained, he married nurse Florence Maude Field  in 
Adelaide in 1922, and took charge of a church at Mount Gambier, South Australia. His son, William 
Field, was born during his stay at Mount Gambier. 

 

John Nankivell   m.  Catherine Treasure  7 children - one being Bill.  
Joseph Nankivell  m. Selina Treasure   8 children. 
Arthur Nankivell  m.  Hannah Treasure   7 children. 

William Nankivell  m. Theodocia Ann Treasure  1 child. 

William Nankivell 

Jessie, Circa 1918 
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Jessieôs memorial stone, with her parents,  
Donald & Helen at Murray Bridge 

ñAlso Jessie, Dearly beloved daughter.  
Died at Minlaton 6th Dec. 1918, aged 26 

Until the day dawns and the shadows flee awayò 

Jessieôs Memorial Service Card 

Minlaton Cemetery 

Jessieôs grave at Minlaton Cem. 

Jessieôs grave at Minlaton Cem. 

ñAsleep in Jesus 
In Fond & Loving Memory 
of Jessie G. Nankivell 
Beloved Wife of 
W.A.E. NANKIVELL 

Died December 6th 1918 
Aged 26 Yearsò 
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Child 6 -  JESSIE & WILLIAM NANKIVELL  

As a delegate from South Australia, together 
with his wife and young son, he set out on the 28th 
January 1928 to attend the Baptist World Conference 
held in June in Toronto Canada. En route to the Cogress 
he visited Palestine, Syria and Egypt; he travelled 
through Europe and Great Britain. After the Congress, 
he went on to Worcester, Massachusetts, USA. Whilst in 
in Worcester, he attended lectures at Clarke University 
during a summer School there and obtained a 
Graduation Pass in Geology. In 1929 back again in 
Australia he accepted the charge of a circuit of churches 
in a suburb of Adelaide and dbegan to study in the 
University of Adelaide for a B.A. degree. 

In 1934 he suffered a severe attack of 
myocarditis and was compelled to relinquish both the 
ministry  and the study. He purchased more land, at Geranium between Tailem Bend and the 
Victorian border, and made use of additional contract farmers. He accepted in an honorary capacity, 
the oversight of a small Baptist mission in the east side of Adelaide and assisted sick ministers as a 
unified pulpit supply. He also became active in the work of the Prisoners Aid Society in South 
Australia.  

After reaching the age of 70 years he ceased his farming and social activities. During the 
next 20 years he indulged  an inherent urge to write essays on theological topics and New 
Testament characters. Rev. W.A.E. Nankivell died in November 1980, aged 90ò. (from ñNankivell; A 

Family Affairò, by Anne Williams) 

BILL & FLORENCE NANKIVELLõs FAMILY 
NANKIVELL, Born  07/09/1923 Mount Gambier, S.Aust. 
William Field Married  06/12/1947 Glen Osmond, S.Aust. 
  Occupation   Farmer, Company Director, Parliamentarian 
  Residence(s)   Not Known 
BASSE, Diane Born  16/09/1925 Adelaide, S. Aust. (Daughter of an Adelaide jeweller ??)  
  Occupation   Not Known 
 
 NANKIVELL,  Born  12/10/1948 Fullarton, S.Aust. 
 Andrew Field  Married  31/10/1970 St. Peters, S.Aust. 
    Occupation   Business Owner 
 BYERLEY, Diane Born  24/09/1948 Adelaide, S. Aust. 
  NANKIVELL, Born  11/12/1971 Keith, S.Aust. 
  Simon Field   
 
  NANKIVELL, Born  19/03/1975 Keith, S.Aust. 
  Megan   
 
 NANKIVELL,  Born  22/09/1953 North Adelaide, S.Aust. 
 Timothy Field  Married  21/02/1981 St. Peters, S.Aust. 
    Occupation   Land Valuer 
 WHEAL, Stephanie Born  21/10/1959 Keith, S. Aust.  
 Ruth   
  NANKIVELL, Born  10/09/1986 
  Kathryn  
  
  NANKIVELL, Born  31/01/1989 
  Alice Mary  

 
òWilliam Field Nankivell was born at Mount Gambier in 1923. He was educated at 

Kingôs College in Adelaide. He was awarded a scholarship to study agriculture at Roseworthy 
College, where he obtained a Diploma in Agriculture. in 1944. In 1944, he enlisted in the R.A.A.F. 
and trained as a pilot but the war ended before he saw active service. 

 
In 1946, William continued his studies in agriculture at Adelaide University and graduated 

B.Ag.Sc. He married Miss Diane Basse in 1947 and took charge of the family farm in the upper 
South East of South Australia. (When Murray Hill came back from the sea in late 1952, his mother, Rhoda 
suggested he work for Bill Nankivell Jnr. on the family properties at Geranium - he did so, working for Bill 
senior and junior as well as Billôs cousin ñJackò (John Darby) and his two sons, Jack junior and Don, for a few 
months. Jack had a farm on the south side of the railway line while Bill senior had properties on the north side 

at Geranium. Murray then returned to work in Adelaide).  

William and Florence Nankivell with son, William Field 
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In 1959, an opportunity presented itself to him to contest  the parliamentary seat of 
Albert District, adjacent to his home town, Geranium. William was elected unopposed. In 1970 the 
seat of Albert was merged into a huge farming seat - District of Mallee. William subsequently 
contested six elections and won each of them on his first preferential vote. He retired from 
parliament in September 1979. 

 
Early in his parliamentary career, William stood for the leadership of the party election 

and was defeated by one vote. He never sought office again, but for 20 years directed his efforts 
towards improving conditions for his constituents in Mallee - water conservation and reticulation, 
building area schools and high schools and hospitals. At his farewell party in his own district, 
representatives of all political parties attended and testified that he had served everyone in Mallee 
with complete impartiality and regardless of their parties or creeds. 

 
During his term of 20 years in parliament , William served on many parliamentary 

committees with distinction. For five years he represented Australia on the executive committee of 
the Commonwealth Parliamentary Association and attended ten overseas half-yearly meetings in 
many cities   in various countries around the world. 

 
Having finished with politics as a Member of Parliament in 1979, William is at present 

serving as Director on the Board  of the Southern Farmers Group of Companies and on the Board of 
Directors of the State Bank of South Australia. William also co-operated with his two sons in running 
a large grazing property  the south east  South Australia until 1985 when the property was sold.  

 
William now lives at Toorak Gardens in Adelaideò (From ñNankivell; A Family Affairò, by 

Anne Williams) . 
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RONALD CALDER GUNN (1894 -1967)  

ELLA LAMONT GRAY (1896 -  1991)   

CHRONOLOGY  

 
CODE WHO  EVENT WHEN   WHERE / COMMENT / SOURCE 
0.7 GUNN, Ronald  Born  31/03/1894 Probably at home, Martin St.,Birkenhead, Adelaide, South Aust....Family 
    Calder       (Communicant member Port Adelaide Presb. Church 1910-1954) 
    Married  12/10/1922 At Ellaôs parentsô home, Williamstown, Vict.....Family 
    Occupation   Marine Engineer....Family 
    Residence(s) 1923 - 1925 Military Rd., Semaphore, Adelaide, South Aust.  
        .    1926 - 1930 13 Bakewell St. Tusmore, Adelaide, South Aust.  
      1930 - 1934 44 Esplanade, Semaphore, Adelaide, South Aust.  
      1934 - 1950 150 Esplanade, Largs, Adelaide, South Aust.  
        1941 - Newcastle (Various) 
        1942 - 21 Austral Ave., Linden Park, Adelaide, South Aust. for 6 months 
      1950 - 1953 241 Esplanade (Lady Gowrie Drive), Largs Nth., Adelaide, South Aust.  
      1953 - 1967 Rothsey Ave., Hazelwood Park.Adelaide, South Aust...Almanacs / Family 
    Died  17/10/1967 Nursing home, Portrush Rd., Norwood, Adelaide, S.Aust.....Family 
    Buried  ??/10/1967 Cremated: Centennial Pk.Cemetery (??)., Adelaide, S.Aust.......Family 
 GRAY, Ella (Ellen) Born  30/01/1896 Probably at home, Williamstown, Vict.; Ella discovered very late in life    
   Lamont      when seeking  a birth certificate, that she had been registered at birth as 
        ñEllenò....Family 
          (Communicant member Port.Adelaide Presb. Church 1913-1954) 
    Occupation   Home Duties.....Family 
    Died  08/09/1991 Mary Potter Hospice, North Adelaide, S.Aust......Family 
    Buried  11/09/1991 Cremated: Centennial Pk.Cemetery, Adelaide, S.Aust......Family 
 

Ron was born on the 31st March 1894, 
probably at home at Birkenhead, Adelaide South 
Australia. He attended LeFevre Peninsula School 
from 1900 (aged 6) until 1908 (aged 13), when he 
attended the School of Mines. 

At the age of 14, with Donald's departure 
from the Lighter Service, he went  to Monteith  to help 
in the establishment of the dairy farm and building of 
the dwelling (See ñDonald and Helen at Monteithò).  

In 1910, aged 16, he returned to the house 
at Birkenhead and commenced his apprenticeship 
with the Adelaide Steamship Co. for 5 years. Even 
then, at a relatively young age, Ron became actively 
involved with the Port Adelaide Presbyterian Church.....  
In 1910, he also received a card from his cousin Bella Waters from Scotland addressed, ñMr R.C. Gunn, 
Monteith, By Murray Bridge, Sth. Australiaò, dated Dec. 28th 1910...ò Dear Ron, Thanks for the letter 

received last night. We were all very pleased you passed your exam. You will have less work now. Had 2 
letters from Marg. same night. Will write later. Love from all to all. Your cousin Bellaò. 
 

Then, in 1916, like his elder brother Murd,  he went to sea as a marine engineer, mainly 
based from Adelaide. ..his overseas journeys introduced him to his Scottish relatives. He stayed with his 
Uncle Magnus on at least one visit to Helen's birthplace and he also came to know Etta Leyland of whom 
both Ron and Ella became very fond. He also spent six weeks in Antwerp while his ship was undergoing 
repairs, and was also in Greece for a while. He left the merchant navy in 1918 (24 yrs. old) to join the 
Army as he felt his R.A,N, commission was not helping the war. However the Armistice was signed while 
he was on training at Salisbury Plains, England. He returned to sea, and at the time of his marriage in 
1922, he was chief on the SS "Gilgai" - he was presented with an inscribed silver spirit kettle as a 
wedding gift from the crew. 

 

Admission (1)   = 03/05/1900 
Left (1)   = 04/1900 (ñToo youngò) 
Admission (2) 07/08/1900 = Infant 
1901    = J 
1902    = 1 
1903    = 2 
1904    = 3 
1905    = 4 
(Passed Compulsory Standard) 
1906    = 5 
1907    = 6 
1908    = V1 
09/10/1908   = Left (ñSchool of Minesò) 

1910  *"The Fellowship Association....Mr. Ronald Gunn, secretary;  Miss Jessie Gunn, assistant secretary....." 
1912  *"Session reports.....The Fellowship Association....Mr. Ronald C Gunn, secretary...." 
1914/15 *"The Fellowship Association .....Miss J Gunn (secretary)...had resigned during the year owing to leaving the 
  district and  were replaced  by Ronald C Gunn..." 
1915  *"....it was resolved to form a branch of the Presbyterian Men's League at Port Adelaide.....Messrs....Ron  
  Gunn, Gard  Gunn....elected as committee members." 
1916  *"The Fellowship Association.....Mr R.C. Gunn continued as president." 
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Ellen was born, probably at home, in 
Williamstown, Victoria on the 30 th Jan. 1896, 
the second of three sisters, her elder sister being Mary (known as Mamie) and the younger Hilda. 
They lived at Osborne St., Williamstown. Her  father, Archie, with  several brothers had a reasonably 
large engineering works in Williamstown, building "Knockdhu" and Ardlamont on the Esplanade. Ella 
attended Williamstown State School until the firm, Gray Brothers, expanded to South Australia for 
a railway contract 1910 - 1914 during which they built the Port Dock Station and a row of 3-storey 
houses, called "Bute Terrace" after Bute Scotland from whence they came. So Ella attended 
LeFevre School and then Muirden Business College in Adelaide. Like most of her contemporaries, 
she learnt painting, music (piano) and singing...these remained keen interests for much of her long 
life.  

She met Ron at Bible Class at the Port Adelaide Presbyterian Church. She wanted 
to become a nurse, but her stern Scots father, twenty years older than her mother, forbade it. 
However, she did First Aid and Home Nursing and enrolled as a V.A.D.("Voluntary Aid Detachment") in 
World War 1, but was not called to serve until the 'flu epidemic at the end of the War when 
emergency hospitals were set up. 
By this time the family had moved back to Williamstown, where she was very active in the 
Williamstown Presbyterian Church (Murray Hill still attends there!)...taught Sunday School and Bible 
Class, formed a missionary union, went to P.F.A. camps and  sang in the choir. She worked as a 
secretary in Melbourne for a few years and left to marry Ron. 

 
After their marriage (at Ellaôs home in Williamstown) 

in 1922, Ron and Ella first lived at Semaphore.....Ron did only 
one trip after his marriage. He then went to work firstly for the 
Shell Company for a year or so as a fitter in the Birkenhead 
depot. Marjory was born in 1924. Promotion at Shell seemed 
unlikely, so he left to become a sales representative with the 
Vacuum Oil Company. This was a better position and enabled 
Ron and Ella to move to 3 Bakewell Street Tusmore in 1926  for 
four years where Keith was born. Here they became actively 
involved in the Tusmore Presbyterian Church. At about this time 
Ella had her hair cut short and Ron became so upset he did not 
speak to her for three days ! There was a succession of maids to 
assist with the housework and children. A tennis court at the 
back of the house provided exercise for the parents.   

Ron as a young man Ron Gunn in the uniform of Engineer Lieutenant in the 
Royal Australian Reserve, taken outside Ben Gunnôs 
house during World War 1. He was given the same rank 
when he re-joined the R.A.N.R. in World War 11. 

Ella with Marjory, 1924 
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When 

Ron was appointed marine representative it was considered prudent to move to 44 Esplanade 
Semaphore in 1930 (The house is no longer there). In 1930, the whole family travelled to Melbourne 
on the "Katoomba"...Ella sporting a blue lace dinner gown for formal dinner. However both Marjory 
and Keith developed whooping cough for about six weeks while at their grandparents home....some 
holiday ! They sailed back to S.A. on the " Manunda". David was born in 1934, on Ron's 40th 
birthday and a few days after the death of Ella's mother in Ivanhoe. Ella resumed her association 
with the Port Adelaide Presbyterian Church where Ron was an elder - both sang in the choir there. 
Ella also again taught in Sunday School (Peterhead....part of the Port Adelaide congregation), organized 
ladies' study groups and taught religious instruction at Largs School. 

 
Later, in 1934, with three children to accomodate, Ron and Ella moved to a larger 

house at 150 Esplanade, Largs where Ella undertook quite a lot of entertaining....she was a good 
cook and hostess. Ella's mother's younger sister (Margaret) lived fairly near in her son's home, and 
was a great support, as Ella's own 
family in Victoria was seldom seen.  
Also the employment of a maid 
continued...until Thelma Richards 
who was like a family member, left to 
go to Holdens at Woodville in 1938. 
Then their first washing machine was 
introduced ! Because Ron and Ben 
both worked in Port Adelaide, there 
was frequent contact for the 2 
families...like an extended family with 
them living so near and attending the 
same church. "Grandma Helen" 
occasionally came to care for the 
children while their paarents visited 
Melbourne. 

Ron & Ella seated in the front seat on their honeymoon 1922.  
The caption under the photo : ñSouvenir, Jenolan Cavesò. Boomerang Motor Service, Ashley & Campbell, Tel. Office 163 

K, Private 441 & 68 ñ  

Ella, Keith & Marjory, about 1928 
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Both Ron and  Ella were very much involved with the Port Adelaide Presbyterian 
Church... 

(From ñAnnals of the Port Adelaide Presbyterian Churchò by A.M. Bray) 

Ron... 
1923 *27/08/1923 *"Session....appointed Ronald Gunn superintendent of the Port Sunday School...." 
1924 *Feb. / 1924 *"...election of officers for the Teachers Association.....Port Adelaide Superintendent, Mr. R. Gunn." 
 *11/06/1924 *"...a Presbyterian Young Peoples Fellowship Asssociation was reformed in 1924 at Port Adelaide...on the motion 
   of Mr. R.C. Gunn that a branch be formed at Port Adelaide to promote the spiritual and moral well being of its  
   members..." (P.F.A.....Presbyterian Fellowship of Australia) 
   *"Men's League....R. Gunn joined the committee for the first time..."  
1925   *"Men's League....R. Gunn....committee...." 
1926 *24/03/1926 *"The annual congregational meeting......managers elected were......R.C. Gunn ...." 
1933 *11/04/1933 *"Session.....received reports....stipend of the new minister.....Mr. R.C. Gunn...." 
1934 *07/03/1934 *"Board....on motion of R Gunn, accepted the resignation of R.H. Bray...." 
 *07/09/1934 *".....Messrs Gunn......had accepted nomination as elder....." 
1935 *27/03/1935 *"The annual congregational meeting......Mr R Gunn spoke....." 
1936 *06/03/1936 *"The Board appointed messrs.....R. Gunn local government voters for the church's rateable properties..." 
 *July 1936 *Several Session meetings with elders....R.C. Gunn.....regarding Deaconesses. 
1937 *07/02/1937 *"Session appointed R. Gunn representative elder to Presbytery."  
1938 *16/03/1938 *"The first session meeting ...attended by elders.....R.C. Gunn..." 
 *01/04/1938 *"The Board of Management met ...attended by ...R.C. Gunn...." 
1939 *22/11/1939 *"Rev. Powell reported to Session the loss to the Session and congregation in the call up for active service in the 
   RAN  of Mr. R. C. Gunn, and the deep sense of loss and appreciation of his many services to the church and the 
   hope that he would be spared to return to his family and church at the conclusion to the war was minuted." 
 *01/12/1939 *"The Board received with deep regret the resignation of R.C. Gunn as secretary, and placed on record the deep 
   appreciation of Mr Gunn's services and hope for his early return to family & church." 
1945 *28/03/1945 *"The annual congregational meeting....R.C. Gunn resigned as seal-holder, Mr. J. B. Gunn elected in his place." 
1946 *03/11/1946 *"Elder R.C. Gunn resumed duties at communion services." 
 *12/11/1946 *"The Board welcomed Mr R.C. Gunn after his services with the Navy."  
1947 *21/05/1947 *"Session appointed Messrs R.C. Gunn.......to confer with the Woodville Session with regard to other Sunday  
   Schools being opened." 
 *28/08/1947 *"...Messrs Dallas & R. Gunn were appointed commisioners to the Presbytery." 
 *26/10/1947 *"...a special...meeting presided over by Rev. Dron appointed Messrs R. Gunn.....a selection committee." 
1949 *08/03/1949 *"Messrs....R.C. Gunn...were nominated for committee for Laymen of the Church." 
 *23/10/1949 *"Communion services were held ...to complete the Centenary celebrations of the first Presbyterian services held 
   in the home of  Captain Hugh and Mrs Quinn at Peterhead.....Elders....B.J. Gunn, R.C. Gunn......" 
1950 *14/02/1950 *"..the Port Adelaide board.....Messrs.....R.C. Gunn....appointed to inspect a building available for transfer to a  
   block of land under offer at Largs North." 
 *20/08/1950 *"...at a special congregational meeting, on the motion of Mr. R. C. Gunn...." 
1951 *16/01/1951 *"On motion of R.C. Gunn ten shillings was paid to the Minsiters Fraternal......" 
 *21/01/1951 *"On the motion of R.C. Gunn it was resolved that....no obstacle be placed...." 
 *13/02/1951 *"Session appointed R.C. Gunn .....as representative elders ..."  
 *10/07/1951 *"Session.....on motion of R.C. Gunn....resolved to call election of 4 additional elders...." 
 *03/12/1951 *"Session appointed R.C. Gunn as acting Session Clerk....." 
1952 *03/02/1952 *".....communion dispensed assisted by Elders J.B. Gunn....R.C. Gunn...." 
 *26/03/1952 *"The annual congregational meeting.....Reports....Session, RC Gunn.....PWMU, Mrs R.Gunn...." 
 *15/06/1952 *"The Board met with Mr. R.C. Gunn presiding....." 
1953 *17/04/1953 *"The annual congregational meeting.....Reports...session, R.C. Gunn....." 
 *12/05/1953 *"...Messrs R.C.Gunn.....asked for the Men's League to be reformed....." 
 *31/08/1953 *"...a special congregational meeting....considered the purchase of property .....Mr R.C. Gunn outlined negotia 
   tions the Board had made to secure a suitable manse and block of land.....J.B. Gunn was thanked for his efforts 
    trying to procure a suitable manse..." 
 *16/11/1953 *"Session.....elder R.C. Gunn tendered his resignation as Session Clerk which was accepted with regret." 
 

Ella.... 
1939   *"By early 1939, .....Mrs E.L. Gunn president of the Peterhead Ladies Guild....." 
1946 *06/06/1946 *"Session ......Mrs R.C. Gunn was thanked for her services to the Port Sunday School." 
   *"The annual state rally of the PWMU (Presbyterian Women's Missionary Union)....appointed secretary in place of 
   Mrs R. Gunn.." 
1948 28/04/1948 *"The annual congregational meeting.....PWMU (Presbyterian Women's Missionary Union)....Mrs R. Gunn.." 
1949   *"Officers elected to the PWMU were Mrs R. Gunn, secretary....." 
1950 29/03/1950 *"The annual congregational meeting.....PWMU (Presbyterian Women's Missionary Union)....Mrs R. Gunn.." 
1952 *26/03/1952 *"The annual congregational meeting.....Reports....Session, RC Gunn.....PWMU, Mrs R.Gunn...." 
1953   *"At the end of 1953, the PWMU lost the services of....the secretary for five years, Mrs R. Gunn who moverd to  
   another district.." 

ELDERS 
GUNN, Ronald    Inducted 16/09/1934 ; Leave of absence during the war ; Disjunction issued 08/06/1954. 
 

SESSION CLERK 
GUNN, Ronald C.   Appointed 26/03/1952 ; Resigned 16/11/1953 
 

SECRETARY 
GUNN, Ronald C.   Elected 06/06/1934 ; Resigned 1940 
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Ron was in the Naval Reserve, and when World War II broke out, he was one of the first 
to join the R.A.N. as Engineer Lieutenant in 1939 on the SS ñUkiò, a converted trawler operating 
as a mine sweeper, based in Newcastle. Believing that he would be serving on the Uki for some 
time, he provided for Ella, Marjory and David to move to Newcastle in the mid 1940ôs......three 
temporary homes in six months. Keith stayed with the Hill family until August 1941, when he too 
moved to Newcastle. . They stayed in Newcastle until the end of the school year, but moved back 
to South Australia in Dec. 1942 (first to a rented home in Linden Park because the Largs home was being 
leased) when Ron was subsequently transferred to Darwin as assistant base  engineer, becoming 
heavily involved in salvage  operations following the Japanese attacks. He was in Darwin Hospital 
when the first Japanese raid occurred and when it was bombed. He discharged himself from the 
Hospital - his sense of duty forbade his taking the chance of patient's evacuation. He spent many 
long voluntary hours often alone, salvaging bombed ships - an unofficial letter of very high praise for 
his work from a shipping company executive to Ella being the only acknowledgement this effort ever 
received. He served in Darwin until the latter part of 1943.  

 

COMMUNICANT MEMBERS 
 NAME   Joined  ñModeòAddress   Comment  
 
GUNN, Mr. Ronald Calder 18/09/1910 P Birkenhead ; Esplanade Active Service RAN ; To Tusmore Apr 1954 
GUNN, Mrs RC (Ella)  03/10/1913 P Esplanade, Largs  To Tusmore April 1954 ; Refer Miss Ella Gray 
GUNN, Miss Marjorie  04/08/1940 P Esplanade, Largs 
GUNN, Mr. A Keith  07/11/1943 P Esplanade, Largs  Transfer to Hawthorn June 1955 
LEACH, Miss Faye  05/08/1945 P Harris St. Exeter  
GUNN, Mrs AK (Faye)  05/08/1945 P Bowman Ave. Belair  Refer to Leach, Miss F ; Transfer Hawthorn  
           June 1955  
 
(ñMode of Joiningò = "P" = Profession of Faith ; "C' = certificate of Transfer) 
 

FAMILY MEMBERS SERVING KING & COUNTRY DURING NATIONAL WARS 
1935 - 1945 War 
GUNN, R.C. (Ronald) 
 

SCHOLARS ATTENDING PORT ADELAIDE SUNDAY SCHOOL, 1919 TO 1937 
 NAME   Year in which name first appears 
GUNN, Marjory 1935 
GUNN, Keith  1935 
GUNN, David  1937 

Members of Session, 1939, Port Adelaide Presbyterian Church. 
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Ron was transferred out of Darwin for medical 
reasons. The humid climate gave him what was called tropical prickly 
heat. His sojourn south did not last long because he was appointed 
engineer officer on a salvage tug called  ñHerosò, based in Brisbane, 
and saw extensive service in New Guinea. Again, he suffered badly 
from tropical prickly heat, so in about 1945/46, he was assigned to 
teaching ship construction and salvage to Naval trainees at the 
Flinders Naval Depot. The family at home resumed with war time 
living.....coping with coupons for food and clothes, and waiting for 
Ron's infrequent appearances. 

 
After demobilization in 1945-46, he  returned to his 

position as marine representative with the Vacuum Oil Company, 
staying there until his retirement in 1959. (A silver tray presented to 
Ron, recognizing 35 years service to the company, is now in the hands of 

his son Keith)   However he continued to take on several temporary 
jobs as chief engineer on coastal ships - in 1960 he was on the SS 
"Karatta" and he stayed with the ship until she was laid up in 1961 - 
back to the sea again! Warôs end also brought new opportunities for 
Ella in assisting migrants...coaching in English and helping some to 
settle. She also became "mum" to an A.I.M (Australian Inland 

Mission......Dr. John Flynn's project) sister at Beltana, Joan Beatty, who 
needed much help following a breakdown....she was 'adopted' by the 
family for some time. When Marjory left home it was decided that 150 Esplanade was unnecessarily 
large, so the family relocated to 241 Lady Gowrie Drive, Largs North, with a further move to 
Hazelwood Park after Keith's marriage in 1952, where a view of the hills especially pleased them 
and back again to the Tusmore Church. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Post retirement years were very full for Ron and Ella....for many years Ron retained his 
interest in the Marine Engineers Institute serving as chairman and secretary; the Liberal & Country 
League; chairman of the Protestant Federation; and he was a Mason. Also, with his daughter on a 
farm, he was able to indulge his other love..had he not been at sea, he would surely have become a 
farmer...trips to Monteith and Booborowie had earlier kept him in touch with the land...now he had an 
"excuse" to help on his son-in-law's property and come to know his grandsons. Also while their son, 
David and his wife Muriel, was in Canada, they visited and went onto the USA and UK, where they 
both met Etta again...this was Ella's first plane trip and was much enjoyed except for Ron's 
developing illness.  

 

The house at 150 Esplanade, Largs (looking very different today) 

Engineer Lieutenant Ron Gunn, 
Melbourne, Dec. 1939 
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Ron spoke little of himself....he was a reserved man who had difficulty communicating with 
his children. He inherited from his father, and perhaps to a lesser extent from his mother, the stern 
attitude "spare the rod...", so that punishment was severely administered, at times unjustly. Undoubtedly 
he loved his children very much, but they did not know that till well into adulthood. He honoured, 
respected and always showed affection for Ella, and had a very strong sense of duty towards her and the 
children...indeed he provided a good comfortable home even through the difficult days of depression. 
Ron tolerated animals.. the family had various pets, including a kookaburra. He enjoyed slapstick comedy 
such as Charlie Chaplin & Abbott & Costello. He also had a good bass voice and often joined with Ella's 
mezzo-soprano in duets - both were trained singers and enjoyed the Church choir. Musical evenings 
were often held around the piano with Laurie (who came from a particularly musical family) and Flora 
Naylor, both keen choristers, and also Tom Swanson with Ella accompanying.  

 
His Christian faith was very important to Ron, and directed his behavior in many ways. He 

met Ella at Church; both Ron and brother Ben were Elders in the Port Adelaide Presbyterian Church; in 
the few years they lived at Tusmore, he was one of the original Elders at the Tusmore Presbyterian 
Church. His Christian commitment also showed in his compassion for and practical help to a number of 
people in need....he was greatly respected for this, and by those he worked with in the Vacuum Oil Co. 
(as Mobil Ltd. was then). His strict moral standards would not allow him to conform to "normal" social 
behaviour...his attitude to "partying" was well known. He was also known for his honesty, his clean 
speech, and his intense hatred of alcohol...this was undoubtedly reinforced by the fear of "demon drink" 
in most of his brothers and sisters, but particularly Ron, by growing up with the problems and humiliation 
experienced at times by a family growing up amongst families where alcohol abuse caused considerable 
problems. Ron  often had to entertain officers of overseas ships in his capacity as marine representative 
of the V.O.C.....rather take his clients for a drink as might be expected, he would bring them home for 
dinner or take trips into the hills for a family picnic. This turned out to be a bonus for the children...they 
often "scored" gifts and became firm family friends with officers from England, Scotland, Norway, 
Sweden, Japan, Germany and Denmark. His Church involvement also brought other interesting visitors 
to the home for dinner including the Rev. John Flynn, while Moderator-General of the Prebyterian Church 
of Australia, in full court dress..lace jabot, cuffs, knee breeches - the whole regalia. He was described by 
the Rev. Samuel Martin as ña man who did good deeds by stealthò. 

 
 Ron died in 1967 ,aged 73, at a nursing home on Portrush Road, Norwood. He was 

cremated at Centennial Park Cemetery in Adelaide.  
 
After her parentsô death, with a legacy, Ella had built a 
pair of maisonettes at 241 Esplanade, Largs, at first 
renting them and finally moving into one of them....the 
big house no longer needed. Following Ron's death, 
she sold the house at Rothsey Avenue, Hazelwood 
Park, and moved to a unit in Ivanhoe close to her 
sisters and closer to Marjory. However, she had already 
considered going to Aldersgate Village, and when 
offered a place there after about three years, she 
returned to South Australia....her last almost 20 years 
were spent there, where she resumed her painting. 
Hilda, her remaining sister, joined her there about 7 
years later. Ella was a devoted mother, often taking the 
children's part when Ron's attitudes were too restrictive; 

and in sickness a very good nurse. She really enjoyed her developing family. Her physical health was not 
always good, but she did not complain, and usually the children only found out 
after treatment or cure...of course people then were much more reticent about 
personal problems. She wrote weekly letters to Marjory for 40 years except for 
holidays or visits. She was a good business woman...she did Ron's writing work 
for him, and handled the family business affairs.  To the end of her life she was 
mentally very alert and strong in faith...often called a "lovely lady"...much loved 
by friends and grandchildren. Ella died in 1991 at the Mary Potter Hospice, aged 
95, and was also cremated at Centennial Park Cemetery and her ashes were 
scattered at a private ceremony, in the garden of the Williamstown Presbyterian 
Church which played so important a role in her young life 

 
 

Ella Gunn with grand-daughter Jane in 1980 

Ellaôs death notice 
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ñA Courier 6 Remembersò by Keith Gunn 

ñCough! Cough! Itôs not fair, I tellyou. After 71 years in 
the one family youôd think they would treat me better 
than this! Here I am gathering dust in a shed, stuck 
between an unrestored Morris Minor and a hideous 
yellow De Soto roadster. Itôs not fair I tell you!! 
Well I remember.... 
1923. I rolled off the assembly line in The Courier Motors 
Company, Sandusky, Ohio, USA. It had been the 
Maibohm Motor Works - but whoôd want to buy a car 
called a Maibohm? 
The ambitious rescuers recognised a quality car and 
hoped that by assembling the remaining stock and 
calling the product by an emotive name they could 
become competitive. The sales brochure had an 
inspiring message: 
ñFlood, wind and fire failed to stop the couriers of ancient 
days. Your modern means of transportation should be 
just as dauntless and just as dependableò -so there!! 
Their New York export office was active and consigned 
twelve of us to Aungers of Adelaide. Some of us came in 
chassis form and some had genuine Courier bodies. I 
remember one - a sports phaeton with a close coupled 
four seater body - no running boards, large nickel plated 
head lamps, a spot-light mounted in the windscreen 
glass and a cigar lighter. It was painted a grey khaki 
colour euphemistically called ñMoleskinò. I was sent to 
the Chic Motor Works at Goodwood to be fitted with a 
locally made five-seater tourer body and was finished in 
dark blue with black mudguards. 
I was bristling with features - one shot chassis 
lubrication and a fully pressurised oil system on the 
overhead valve engine with a dry sump! For downhill 
retardation the brakes were supplemented by the AAA 
automatic petrol saver which was fitted. 
Our arrival on the market was announced in the first 
edition of The Adelaide News. The advert read ñTwo 
good things arrive in Adelaide on the same day - the 
Adelaide News and the Courier Sixò. 
 
My first owner was an Adelaide dentist, a Dr Kranz -he 
never liked me - said I was too powerful for him although 
I suspect my cable operated brakes werenôt good 
enough for him. After 7000 miles I was traded. 
 
1924. This was my lucky year. Ron Gunn heard about 
this great car in a secondhand showroom on Unley 
Road. Being a marine engineer, he was attracted to my  

mechanical features and my lively performance 
appealed to his energetic approach to life. Indifferent 
brakes were of no great concern if you had a good 
powerful klaxon to clear the path for you. 
 
1925 -27. These were good years. I was in daily use in 
Ronôs business as a Vacuum Oil Company sales rep., 
often going along the crowded Port Road and falling foul 
of the notorious police speed traps of the day. 
One day there was real excitement; ahead was a large 
driverless dray bucketing down the road drawn by two 
bolting Clydesdales. It was a dangerous situation. Ron 
speeded up to appraise the situation, commanded his 
passenger to take the wheel while he climbed onto my 
scuttle so that he could leap aboard the dray. In doing so 
his foot slipped and he broke the glass of the wind 
deflector fitted on the windscreen pillar, but he made it 
safely aboard, grabbed the reins and wound down the 
screw-on brake lever thus preventing a serious accident 
- a brave man. 
We also had some other adventures. Ron persuaded his 
wife, Ella that it would be a great adventure to motor to 
Melbourne with baby daughter, Marjory to visit relatives 
there. There were no roads in parts of the Coorong - you 
could drive at high speed across the pipe clay and in 
parts you had to negotiate sand hills. 
Ron was going ñpretty fastò over the pipe clay when a 
tire blew and the split retaining ring went spinning off into 
the bush. It took a couple of hundred yards to pull up 
and Ella was sent off to find the ring while Ron changed 
the wheel. She confirmed the commonly held view of the 
day that women werenôt much use in motoring by being 
unable to find the ring. Ron had to do it himself. 
Then came the sandhills. The accepted technique was 
to build up speed on hard ground if you could and then 
at full bore charge up the sandhill - a method known as 
ñrushing the sandhillsò. Ron adopted this technique with 
such effect that my front axle got bent necessitating a 
visit to a blacksmith in Melbourne to fireweld in a 
strengthening bar at the rear of the I-beam section. 
During this period my dark blue enamel was fading so I 
underwent a cosmetic change - I was painted cream all 
over - ugh! It was a fashionable colour for Hupmobiles 
and some Dodges. 
Soon after I was startled one day to find a sad and sorry 
wreck of the ñMoleskinò sport tourer in the driveway. The 
owner had reputedly been blinded by the setting sun 
coming down Cross Road and had driven into a tree. 
The insurance company had been persuaded by Ron to 
sell him the wreck for twenty-five pounds. The front axle 
was badly bent and the chassis distorted. Ron thought it 
a good investment for spares as the marque was no 
longer made. There was a spare motor, rear axle and 
four good wheels, the spot light and the cigar lighter ! 
 
1928. With the arrival of son Keith, Ron decided that a 
two door Pontiac sedan was more appropriate so he 
sold me to his brother-in-law, Bill Carter of Grosvenor 
Street, Black Forest for the sum of eighty pounds. 
 
1928-61. Bill and his wife, Jean had four daughters 
which made his favoured transport of horse and trap 
inappropriate. Bill was always inclined to treat me like 
his horse. On one occasion when my handbrake failed 
to hold, he grabbed my steering wheel firmly with both 
hands and shouted ñWhoa!ò 
Bill was a part-time horticulturist and had a fruit block at 
McLaren Flat which he visited most weekends. I was 
very useful for carting firewood and boxes of fruit 
harvested from his fruit trees. Despite my deteriorating 
brakes and Billôs occasional impulses to speed, the long 
descent into Noarlunga was always safely negotiated 
with the aid of the AAA petrol saver in braking mode. I 
was fitted with a towbar and Bill had a handsome  

Ronôs 1923 Courier which he had from 1924-1928, when it was sold to 
Bill Carter for 80 pounds. It was purchased back from Bill around 1960 

for 80 pounds and presented to Keith who still has it.  
Keith & David Gunn 

Ron Gunn, Jean Gunn, William Carter 
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wooden trailer built using the wheels from the 
dismantled wreck. The trailer was used in many camping 
holidays. 
In 1938, after some 120,000 miles, Bill arranged for 
Dudley Foster of Port Adelaide to re-bore my engine 
prior to taking a camping holiday to Sydney. 
 
As I said before, Bill had occasional unwise impulses to 
put his foot down. One night in 1938 he had young Keith 
in the front seat. He had been brought up to believe that 
I was a bit of a speedster and he coaxed Bill to ñopen 
her upò which he did with glee, adding to the fun by 
flicking open the exhaust cut-out which operation alerted 
his wife Jean to what was going on and she hollered 
from the back seat for him to calm down and be 
sensible, to which he responded but I didnôt, as Jean 
pointed out in no uncertain terms ñand now you canôt 
stopò which indeed was the truth. There was a 
chastened Bill and Keith in the front seat. In his living 
memory Keith had always ridden in cars with four wheel 
brakes which to him always seemed to stop on 
command. To find a car which didnôt was a salutary 
lesson. 
Shortly after the outbreak of World War 2, I was put up 
on blocks and Bill went back to his horse and trap. 
After the war I was back on the road but to stretch the 
petrol ration as much as possible, Bill tried to run me 
lean with the result that I was inclined to burn exhaust 
valves. Added to this the distributor cap on my Bosch 
magneto played up in damp weather and I became 
unreliable. One night in 1950 when the taxi failed to 
arrive to take Billôs daughter, Margaret, to hospital for the 
birth of her son, I coughed and spluttered and refused to 
start. Fortunately the next door neighbour heard my 
protestation and came to the rescue in his Hillman Minx. 
I was in disgrace and Bill had my magneto converted to 
battery ignition, using, of all things, a Lucas distributor. 
Imagine a Pommie distributor on an American ñFallsò 
engine - oh dear, how inappropriate. However, Bill was 
pleased and his pride in me was restored. Then I let him 
down again literally; when touring around Mt Gambier I 
broke a stub axle. 
Then it happened ! 1953 was a very bad year. Bill retired 
and bought a Morris Minor saloon and I was put out to 
grass - literally. I weathered away in the back yard of 
Grosvenor Street, my body timbers rotting away and my 
hood caving in. I was a sorry sight. One day when Ron 
was visiting his sister, he took pity on me and offered to 
buy me back for the same Eighty Pounds that Bill had 
paid in 1928. Ron intended to give it to his younger son, 
David. However after one brief turn around the park in 
Rothesay Avenue, David confirmed his intention to stick 
with Rileyôs so Keith achieved a long-held ambition - to 
own the legendary Courier Six. 
My bodywork, paintwork and hood were all in a sorry 
state after so many years in the open. The hood bows 
were still recognisable but the hood covering was 
discarded completely. To make me presentable the 
mudguards were bashed into some semblance of the 
original shape and I was given a coat of very forgiving 
quick-drying white enamel which stuck over the many 
coats of cream and white which the Carter girls had 
applied to me over the years. 
1962. My first outing after the lick-and-a-promise 
restoration was in a VSCC display on the oval at the 
Wayville Showgrounds Keith invited Ron to be his 
passenger for this night-time event The cars were 
circulating in orderly fashion and Edward Godfrey was 
giving his usual impeccable commentary, making 
appropriate remarks about the various entrants. He had 
some difficulty in bringing to mind something to say 
about me as I was virtually unknown, so he advised the 
crowd that the Courier was a very useful and reliable 
car, when, to everybodyôs consternation, I stopped and 

Edward had to amend his spiel. It was all very 
embarrassing to be pushed off in front of two thousand 
amused onlookers. Keith asked father Ron to steer while 
he pushed. Ronôs main concern was that the horn 
wouldnôt blow ! After nearly forty years of carrying all the 
current through the soft iron loop of the ammeter, the 
main supply wire from the battery chose that very 
moment to part company - very embarrassing - the 
engine wouldnôt have stopped if the magneto had been 
retained. 
The next major event was the annual VSCC trip to Victor 
Harbour when Dan and Connie Ireland were my 
passengers. 
Next year we were just leaving Rothesay Avenue for 
Victor Harbour when we heard the news that President 
Kennedy had been assassinated. That was a sad 
occasion but it didnôt stop all the participants having a 
wonderful time on the way to Victor in perfect weather - 
ah those halcyon days before .08 and .05 and 
breathalyzers. 
In 1965 I moved from Hazelwood Park to Belair where a 
new double garage was built for my exclusive use! 
In 1967 Keith decided that I should take part in the 1970 
Cook Bi-Centennial Rally from Sydney to Melbourne, but 
I had to be presentable and accordingly I would have to 
be stripped down completely for a thorough restoration. 
The body came off and a new bulkhead, scuttle and 
door sills were made. Before the body went back on I 
looked positively splendid in chassis form, new plywood 
bulkhead, bright red cylinder block and head, gleaming 
aluminium on the rocker cover and side plates and bright 
nickel on my radiator shell and hub caps and I created a 
lot of interest in the SCC motor show display in 1968. 
Getting to and from Wayville from Belair on Alby Lobbôs 
two wheeled unsprung trailer towed by Ian Polsonôs 
Peugeot was a bit anxious making. 
Keith took Bill Carter. now aged 80, to Wayville to see 
the handiwork. Bill was ecstatic - ñBetter than ever it was 
when your father had itò - and then the ultimate accolade 
- ñYouôll get fifty (mph) out of her now !ò 
On stripping the engine Keith found bores and bearings 
in good order. Dudley Foster had done a good job thirty 
years earlier, but he discovered a weakness - the 
crankshaft timing gear was cambric bakelite.  He wisely 
had a steel gear cut to replace it but was reluctant to fit a 
potentially noisier gear so he carried it in the door pocket 
against the possibility of failure. 
After the motor show the body was painted dark blue 
similar to the original colour and the guards and 
valences black. The upholstery and hood were made by 
Mr Messenger of North Adelaide. 
On Easter Monday 1970 we set out for Sydney. Keith 
had Ken Winch as navigator, up-front providing sardonic 
observations, and Rex Howard in the rear doing most of 
the significant navigation. It was very draughty for him as 
the side curtains had not yet been made. 
At Ouyen, the first overnight stop, Keith did a quick 
adjustment of the brakes - too quick. Couldnôt 
understand why I developed a tendency to wander on 
straight roads, an uncomfortable characteristic which 
suddenly came to an end at South Camden just out of 
Sydney. Balfang.... crash ! My offside rear wheel went 
bounding across the road and I grounded on the 
external brake band. Keith failed to notice after the brake 
adjustment that the locking peg on the centre-lock nut 
had failed to register in the locking ring, and the nut 
slowly undid itself over about 600 miles! 
The two semi-trailers which had been following us nearly 
squashed the MGB which was immediately behind, and 
being impatient to get on, their drivers leaned on their 
horn buttons loud and long. The proprietor of the 
Southern Auto Electrical Services came bounding out of 
his shop to find out what all the noise was about. ñTut-
tut ... bad luck but donôt worry. Iôve got some spares...ò  -  

Page 222 



Child 7 -  RONALD & ELLA GUNN   

and there in his basement were two Maibohms! Lucky !! 
He kindly lent Keith a spare brake band. The rest of the 
trip was without serious incident although the new hood 
nearly got blown off coming up the Princes Highway 
from Mt Gambler on the way home. 
 
1973. After successful competition in smaller rallies and 
SCC events Keith and wife Faye took off for Albury for 
the NSW Hub Rally - most enjoyable with no drama. 
 
1975. This was amost eventful year for me, the major 
event being the Ballarat Hub Rally. Keith set out in 
company with CaIlum and Chris Archibald in their lovely 
1909 Talbot roadster. Reached Horsham on Day I 
without incident, but on approaching Ballarat next day I 
developed a nasty knocker-knocker in the engine. A 
number of expert opinions were sought and the 
consensus was a big-end bearing. I suffered the 
indignity of having my sump removed in the courtyard of 
the Mid-city Motel with a number of curious onlookers 
offering useless advice. No bearing weaknesses were 
revealed and no other obvious explanation for the noise 
was discovered so my engine was boxed up again and 
appeared to run OK. Two or three days later about thirty 
miles away from Ballarat, I stopped - that crankshaft 
timing gear had stripped at last. The sudden stall of the 
camshaft had taken out the generator drive as well. The 
ignominy of it - put on a trailer and taken in to the local 
Hlolderi dealerôs workshop who kindly let us work there. 
That spare steel crankshaft gear came out of the door 
pocket at last and after many hours of work it was 
successfully fitted and the engine boxed up. Keith was 
assisted by Ian Hunter and Callum Archibald. 
On starting up I refused to run smoothly and it was 
thought that the trouble was with the ignition. Somehow 
Callum got himself entangled with a handful of high 
tension leads whilst I was running at fairly high revs and 
he couldnôt let go. It was a hilarious situation, with me 
spluttering away at 2000 rpm and Callun yelling ñFor 
C..... sake Keith shut it down!ò At 2.00 am. we called it a 
day and Ian drove us home in his Chrysler. Next day 
Keith had another go and I ran with uncontrollable   

surges-very frightening and all the workshop staff were 
agog - the vacuum tank mechanism had stuck and 
straight petrol was going into the inlet manifold through 
the vacuum line. A quick belt on the vac tank body with 
the palm of the hand fixed it. The upshot of this 
adventure was that Keith won the Hard Luck Trophy for 
the Rally! 
 
After the 1975 rally Keith fitted new brake drums which 
had a reasonable rim thickness and Joy oh Rapture! 
For the first time in nearly fifty years the brakes could be 
applied gently and progressively and effectively!! 
 
From 1975 onward there were many short events and 
rallies to Port Pirie. Barmera etc. But there was nothing 
noteworthy in my existence until 1987. 
 
Keith decided to retire early in 1987 so that he could 
devote time to stripping my engine and improving my 
performance by fitting new piston rings and to carry out 
any other desirable repairs. The fitting of new rings, the 
first since 1938, enhanced my performance 
considerably and, more importantly, made a 
considerable difference to engine braking going 
downhill. Effective control on most hills was achieved in 
top gear. 
 
1988. The start of the Adelaide section of the Bi-
Centennial Rally was a very noteworthy event with Alan 
Robinson as first car not waiting for the Governor, Sir 
Donald Dunstan, to flag him off 
 
It was an unusually hot March and the oil companies 
had unkindly introduced their winter mix fuel early with 
the result that a number of us with vacuum tank petrol 
feeds suffered vapour lock troubles for the outward 
journey. There were no major dramas, except just out of 
Geranium on the return journey one of my nice Buffalo 
wire wheel rims split and the whole wheel collapsed. 
My last event of note was the 1990 Bay to 
Birdwood.Since then Iôve hardly ever been allowed out - 
itôs not fair after I have done my best for over 70 years. 
Please treat me better from now on - PLEASE!!ò 
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Ron & Ella GUNN - Their Family  
0.7.1. Marjory Helen GUNN - James Alexander DRYSDALE 

 0.7.1.1. Philip John DRYSDALE - Josephine WILSON 

  0.7.1.1.1. Hannah Rachel DRYSDALE  

  0.7.1.1.2. Jordan Alexander DRYSDALE 

 0.7.1.2. Christopher James DRYSDALE - Mery GORLITZ 

  0.7.1.2.1. Mathew James DRYSDALE 

  0.7.1.2.2. Susan Rose DRYSDALE 

0.7.2. Archibald Keith GUNN - Faye LEACH 

 0.7.2.1. Peter Ronald GUNN - Madeline RUTH 

  0.7.2.1.1. Elizabeth Louise GUNN 

  0.7.2.1.2. Sara Madeline GUNN 

  0.7.2.1.3. William Keith GUNN  

  0.7.2.1.4. Nicholas Peter GUNN 

  0.7.2.1.5. Daniel George GUNN  

 0.7.2.2. Jane Elizabeth GUNN 

  0.7.2.2.1. Phoebe Elizabeth GUNN  

David Gunn, Faye Gunn, Keith Gunn 
Ella Gunn 

at Flora Naylorôs 80th birthday.  

Ron and Ella, 1952 



Child 7 -  RONALD & ELLA GUNN   -  Their Children  

Child 1  (0.7.1 )  -  MARJORY HELEN GUNN  (1924 - )  &  

JAMES ALEXANDER WILLIAM DRYSDALE  (1923 - )  

 

CHRONOLOGY  

CODE WHO  EVENT WHEN   WHERE/COMMENT / SOURCE 
0.7.1 GUNN, Marjory  Born  21/03/1924 Private Hosp., Largs Bay, Adelaide, South Aust.....Family 
   Helen   Baptised 09/06/1924 Port Adelaide Presbyterian Church......Church records 
        (Attended Sunday School, 1935 ; Communicant member from 1940 
    Married  11/03/1955 Coburg Presbyterian Church, Coburg, Vict......Family 
    Occupation   Deaconess, Farmer.....Family 
    Residence(s)   Yea, Vict.....Family 
        Leongatha, Vict....Family 
 Drysdale, James Born  15/09/1923 Private Hospital, Yea, Vict.....Family 
  Alexander William Occupation   Farmer.....Family 

 
Marjory was born in 1924 at Largs Bay, South Australia. Her school life began at age 

four, attending a small private school in the Tusmore Presbyterian Church Hall, the teacher a Mrs. 
Woods, the ministerôs wife. In 1930, the family moved to Semaphore and school for the next ten 
years, both primary and secondary was Largs Girlsô School, a private school. The only school she 
really enjoyed was a year at Muirden Business College in Adelaide when she was sixteen years old 
and won a scholarship to attend. In 1934 the family again moved, this time to 150 Esplanade, Largs 
& was ñhomeò in her formative teen years, with friends nearby and the beach across the road. 
Church life became important - often three times on Sundays, with the youth group at Port Adelaide / 
Peterhead Presbyterian Church being the focus of social life. Holidays were spent at Monteith, 
Booborowie, or as a family in cottages at Blackwood or Victor Harbour, with occasional trips to 
grandparentôs home in Melbourne. 
Working life began at Elder Smithôs in Port Adelaide -earning one pound a week. During the war, 
with father interstate as a Lieutenant in the Navy , the family moved to Newcastle for a few months 
where she worked at B.H.P. On their return to South Australia and a house in Linden Park for a few 
months (theirôs at Largs was rented), Marjory worked for four years at the Bank of Adelaide, including a 
time as Secretary to the General Manager. She studied piano and singing at Elder Conservatorium.  
A change in direction in 1947 took Marjory to Melbourne to the Presbyterian Deaconess Training 
College for a very happy three years. On graduation she served as Deconess at St. Johnôs 
Warnambool, the largest rural Presbyterian Church for 3 happy years, followed by a further two 
years at Coburg Presbyterian Church, an industrial suburb in Melbourne. 
During Easter in 1954, she was persuaded to act as camp mother at a youth camp which she 
intended not to attend. And a certain Jim Drysdale was camp president ! 
 

Jim was born at Yea in 1923 to George and Irene Drysdale. He had a sister, Leila, and 
two brothers, Peter and Lindsay. They grew up in the old home ñAshburnò where their father was 
born. Jim went to the one teacher Homewood School, later to Yea Higher Elementary for secondary 
school, then to Brunswick Technical School till 1939. In war years, he served as an apprentice at a 
munitions factory - a ñReservesò occupation - and he was also a member of the Volunteer Defence 
Force. He attended a Baptist Church, was a Christian Endeavour teacher, and taught Sunday 
School at Port Melbourne Presbyterian - riding his bike many miles.  
He returned to the farm helping his parents, and very involved with various outside committments 
suych as  youngest Elder at Yea Presbyterian Church, Sunday School teacher, youth leader, and 
the local dramatic club. His interest in 
agropolitics at a State level led to being twice 
asked to stand for parliament in later years. 

 
In 1955, Marjory and Jim were 

married at the Presbyterian Church, Coburg, 
Victoria. They lived in the old family home, 
ñAshburnò, near Yea in central Victoria, and she 
began to learn about sheep.  

Jim and Marjory - Their wedding 
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Child 1 -  MARJORY & JIM DRYSDALE   
 
Jimôs parents built in Yea and moved there, leaving Jim to manage their property as well as his own 
- about 2,000 acres altogether. Philip was born in 1956, followed by Christopher in 1958. They both 
went to the one teacher Homewood School, as had their father and grandfather, then later to Yea 
High School, both finishing secondary education at Friendôs School, Hobart. 
 
During this time :- 
¶ Jim built their own mud brick home on ñBenbullenò ( aboriginal for ña high quiet placeò) where 

they lived before moving to Gippsland. 
¶ They established a carpet wool stud with the Tukidale breed ( a New Zealand breed). 
¶ During yet another rural recession, Marjory returned to secretarial work with a Yea solicitor for 

eleven years. 
¶ Jim was for several years State Vice President of the Australian Primary Producers Union 

(APU) and was much involved in farmer groupôs amalgamation. He also Vice President of the 
Victorian Farmers Federation for several years. 

¶ Jim and Marjory offered hospitality to overseas students, and offered assistance to refugees, 
particularly Cambodians - for several years Jim was president of the Australian / Cambodian 
Assocaiation in Victoria. 

 
In 1984, they moved the sheep stud to Leongatha, Gippsland for a better climate, 

leaving their son Christopher and Mery on the Yea property. The other son, Philip bought the 
adjoining property & the two operated as a unit. There was yet another rural recession - Philip 
bought deer, partially successful, and then, jointly, emus - a disaster ! Earthworms however proved 
to be a really profitable venture. They lived here for fifteen years, selling the property in 1995, living 
for a year in Philip & Jodiesô farm house while their house in Leongatha township was being built. 
Then Philip and Jodieôs property was sold, and residence ñin the suburbsò began, becoming 
ñtowniesò in 1996. Philip and Jodie took over ownership of ñBenbullenò at Yea .  

 
Their ñtwilight yearsò are still busy ones, with sundry organizations to work for, some 

lay preaching in the Leongatha parish of the Uniting Church, some travel., and enjoying the 
development of their four grandchildren. They still enjoy returning to ñBenbullenò and keeping in 
touch with the land and district where the Drysdales were pioneers. Currently Jim is serving as 
volunteer guide to the coal mine at  Coal Creek Heritage Village which is compared to Sovereign 
Hill. Ballarat, and also discovering all he does not know about gardening. 

Child 7 -  RONALD & ELLA GUNN   -  Their Children  

    Jodie  Christopher Mery Matthew Jim 
 Susan        Philip    
    Hannah    Jordan    Marjory 

Margaret, Jim and Family (Albury 1992) 
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Child 1 -  MARJORY & JIM DRYSDALE -  Their Family   

Child 1. (0.7.1.1.) - Philip & Josephine Drysdale 
0.7.1.1. DRYSDALE, Philip   Born  20/04/1956 St. Andrewôs Hospital, Melbourne, Vict.....Family 
   John   Married  06//08/1987 Uniting Church, North Melbourne, Vict.....Family 
    Occupation   Chiropractor.....Family 
    Residence   24 Elwood St., Brighton, Melbourne, Vict.....Family 
 WILSON, Josephine  Born  01/08/1958 Queen Victoria Hosp., Melbourne, Vict.....Family 
   (Jodie)  Occupation   Secretary, Home Duties.....Family 
 0.7.1.1.1 DRYSDALE, Hannah Rachel 
    Born  10/01/1988 Mercy Private Hosp., Melbourne, Vict.....Family 
    Occupation   Student.....Family 
 0.7.1.1.2 DRYSDALE, Jordan Alexander 
    Born  24/11/1989 Sandringham Hosp., Melbourne, Vict.....Family 
    Occupation   Student.....Family 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Child 2. (0.7.1.2.) - Christopher & 
Mery Drysdale 
0.7.1.2. DRYSDALE,  Born  20/10/1958 St. Andrewôs Hospital, Melbourne, Vict.....Family 
   Christopher James Married  28/11/1987 Drysdaleôs Property, Benbullen, Yea, Vict.....Family  
    Occupation   Pilot, Hardware Assist, Contractor......Family 
    Residence   Yea; (1966) Mirboo North, Victoria 3871.....Family 
 GORLITZ, Mery Born  10/05/1961 Western General Hosp.,Sunshine, Melbourne, Vict.....Family 
      Occupation   Mothercraft Nurse.....Family 
 0.7.1.2.1. DRYSDALE, Mathew James 
    Born  26/07/1991 Womanôs Hospital, Melbourne, Vict......Family 
    Occupation   Student.....Family 
 0.7.1.2.2. DRYSDALE, Susan Rose 
    Born  23/08/1996 Leongatha Hospital, Leongatha, Vict....Family 
        

 
 

Child 7 -  RONALD & ELLA GUNN   -  Their Children  

Philip, Hannah, Jordan, Jodie 
(July 1994) 

Christopher, Susan, Mathew, Mery 
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Child 2  (0.7.2 )  -   ARCHIBALD KEITH GUNN  (1927 ð20078 ) &  

FAYE LEACH  (1929 - )  

 

CHRONOLOGY  

CODE WHO  EVENT WHEN   WHERE/COMMENT / SOURCE 
0.7.2 GUNN, Archibald Born  12/11/1927 Rose Park Private Hospital, Adelaide, South Aust.....Family 
   Keith       (Attended Port Adelaide Presbyterian Church Sunday School  
        (Communicant member by profession of faith from 1943) 
    Married  05/01/1952 Presbyterian Church, Port Adelaide, South Aust.....Family 
    Occupation   Mechanical engineer.....Family 
    Residence(s)   Belair, South Aust....Family 
    Died  05/04/2008 
 LEACH, Faye  Born  07/12/1929 Sister Clelandôs Nursing & Maternity Home, Anthony St., Largs Bay,  
        South Aust.....Family 
          (Communicant member of Port Adelaide Presbyterian Church by  
        profession of  faith from 1945) ...Church Records 
    Occupation   Secretary.....Family  
 

Keith was born in a private hospital at Rose Park, a suburb of Adelaide, on 12th 
November, 1927. He spent the first three years of his life at 13 Bakewell Street, Tusmore, moving 
with his family to 44 Esplanade, Semaphore, in October 1930. 
The house at Tusmore had a tennis court in the back yard and provided Keith with the facility to 
express, at an early age, his lifelong interest in cars and all things mechanical. The earliest recalled 
photography of Keith shows him alongside his pedal car with a large spanner in one hand and a two 
pound hammer in the other to execute some imagined necessary maintenance! At two years of age, 
he was not tall enough to reach the pedals so had to lean over the back of the car to reach the 
steering wheel and push the car around the court. It was not until he was nearly four that he got the 
rhythm right to pedal the car. 
With Marjory at school all day, Keith was thoroughly bored and let his parents know in no uncertain 
terms. His protests were effective and his parents persuaded Janie Mclnnes, the proprietor of the 
Largs Bay Girlsô School, to take him as a pupil on the 14th November, 1932 - five weeks before the 
end of the school year. The school only took boys for Grades I and II - after that they became too 
difficult for the two female teachers to handle. There were only half a dozen or so boys and Keith 
was not particularly contented there as boys attending a girlsô school were the subject of derision by 
the boys of the district. 
The next five years at Largs Bay Public school were unremarkable. A sufficiently high score was 
achieved in the Qualifying Certificate in 1939 to gain entrance to what was considered to be the 
somewhat exclusive Adelaide Technical High School. 
 

With the move of the rest of the family to Newcastle to join father Ron who was 
stationed there, Keith boarded for a few months with Rhoda. It was a cheerful but somewhat chaotic 
interlude and the distractions created by the older and ebullient cousin, Murray, did nothing to 
enhance Keithôs scholarship. When it became evident to his parents that his scholastic progress was 
not what they had hoped for, he was uprooted and dispatched to Newcastle also. He spent two and 
a half months at Broadmeadow Boysô Tech where he survived quite well. 
When the Japanese behaviour was causing concern, his father Ron was transferred from Newcastle 
to Darwin and accordingly there was no purpose to stay in Newcastle so the family moved back to 
Adelaide and for six months resided at 21 Austral Avenue, Linden Park until the family home at 150 
Esplanade, Largs became available. 

 
At the end of his schooling in 1944, Keith applied for jobs in the engineering field. He 

declined an offer of an apprenticeship with BHP in Wollongong to take up a position as an Electrical 
Engineering Trainee with The Adelaide Electric Supply Company. He commenced on 13th February, 
1945 at the Osborne Power House and stayed with the organisation (it became The Electricity Trust of 

SA) for forty two  years and one month, taking early retirement on 27th March, 1987. 
Being an engineering cadet, it was necessary to attend lectures at both the University of Adelaide 
and the School of Mines and Industries on a part-time basis. For a good student it was possible to 
complete a Bachelor of Engineering degree in under eight years, but for a student with many 
interesting distractions it took longer. Keith fell into the latter category and did not finish his course 
until 1955. 

 
 

Child 7 -  RONALD & ELLA GUNN   -  Their Children  
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Child 7 -  RONALD & ELLA GUNN   -  Their Children  

Child 2 -  KEITH & FAYE GUNN  
 

Faye was born on 7th December, 1929, at Largs Bay, the eldest of five children of Idris 
Alexandder Leach and Gwendoline Elizabeth Keen. Her father was one of the Leach family of Port 
Adelaide who had several butcher shops in Port Adelaide and the Le Fevre Peninsula area. Faye 
grew up in the home attached to the shop in Sandwell (later becoming part of Peterhead). 
ldris was a member of the Citizensô Military Force and at the outbreak of war in 1939 was mobilized 
with the rank of Lieutenant. He subsequently enlisted in the AIF and served in North Africa and 
Palestine before being recalled to Australia to prepare troops for jungle warfare in New Guinea. He 
rose to the rank of Major whilst serving there. He was killed in action in August 1943. 
During the war the family shifted to Alberton and lived with grandparents for two years, then moved 
to Exeter, not far from the Peterhead Presbyterian Church where the Youth Group (PFA) provided a 
good base for social life and marriage partnering. 

 
Faye attended Adelaide Technical High 

School and did a commercial course. She then worked for 
six years as secretary in the Assay Department of the School 
of Mines and Industries, leaving there to marry Keith on 5th 
January 1952 at the Presbyterian Church, Port Adelaide. 
They lived in a small week-ender at Belair for two years, and 
then crossed the valley to a bigger house. Peter was born 
10th December, 1952 and Jane on 20th April 1955. 
Belair was very community-minded in those days and 
involvement with various local organisations (community 

centre, cubs, brownies, school trading tables etc) provided plenty 
of interest and opportunities for making friends. 
 

It was a very interesting time in the electricity 
supply industry because of the post-war development boom. 
Keith was associated with many of the developing power 
station projects at Osborne, Port Augusta, Nangwarry, Mt 
Gambier, Torrens Island and Dry Creek. In 1966 he was the 
junior partner in a two man task force to enquire into power 
station operation and maintenance practices overseas. From 
4th August to 4th November he travelled to the United 
States, Canada, England and France. Following this he 
spent a year or so back head office at Eastwood before 
taking up an appointment as Assistant Mechanical Engineer 
at Torrens Island. After some years he was promoted to 
Mechanical Engineer when he supervised all mechanical 
plant maintenance and was responsible for many improvements. His novel approach to the solution 
of some of the persistent problems earned him the light hearted title of ñPioneer of Gungineeringò 
when he left Torrens Island in 1986. 
There were many dramatic events while he was at Torrens Island, but two stand out. The first was 
on 30th June, 1980, when Keith was Acting Station Manager (a post he held for ten months) when a 
Pipeline Authority employee turned the wrong valve and shut off the natural gas supply to the station 
which was then completely shut down. The consequent overload on Port Augusta caused it also to 
shut down. The whole state was blacked out. It took about six hours to get the first generator running 
again. The second was at Easter time in 1985 when a cable tunnel fire shutdown the whole of 
Torrens B station. 

 
Keith inherited a sense of social responsibility from his parents and was active in the 

Presbyterian Church Youth Group before his marriage to Faye. After their marriage, father Ron 
decided that Keith should continue the family allegiance to the Liberal Party and joined Keith and 
Faye to the Party by paying their first yearôs subscription. Keith has maintained his membership ever 
since and has held numerous positions in the local branch of the party, including President of the 
local State Electorate Committee on two separate occasions. 
 
 
 
 

Keith and Faye - Their Wedding 
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Child 2 -  KEITH & FAYE GUNN   
 
During the late 1950ôs to the mid 1960ôs Keith was on the committee of the Belair 

Community Centre and was president at the time of the building of the hall. At the opening, the 
premier Tom Playford congratulated the committee on getting such good value for money and 
wondered why his government departments couldnôt do as well. Part of the reason was the large 
volunteer component that went into the project. A large contributor to this was the electrical work 
which was all done by volunteers, the group being headed by Keith. His contribution is 
acknowledged in the book entitled ñHub of the Hilltopsò by Dene Cordes. 

 
When Peter and Jane left home (twenty two years down the track) after completing their 

University studies, Faye returned to the workforce to forestall the ñempty nest syndromeò!! Two 
years at the Festival Centre, followed by nineteen years as Secretary to Professor Anthony Radford 
in the Department of Community Medicine, Flinders University proved to be very fulfilling. In 
retirement now, voluntary typing, book groups, and University studies provide stimulation. 

 
Keith spent his final months with ETSA as Mechanical Engineer Generation 

Services at Eastwood. It was interesting enough work, but very dull after the action encountered in 
the field, so Keith elected in March 1987 to retire six months early to enable him to pursue his 
consuming interest in restoring vintage cars. 
After some disastrous encounters with motor cycles, Keith bought his first car in 1948. Just after the 
war cars were hard to come by and for a student with very little money the market was very limited. 
He bought a Clyno which, although popular in England in the nineteen twenties, was never suitable 
for Australia. It was a wreck and presented a real challenge and Keith overhauled it and in company 
with a Presbyterian theological student, Doug Morey, drove it to Melbourne in May 1948. They got it 
back as far as Border town before it finally gave up the ghost. Since then, he has restored a variety 
of old cars, the most notable being the 1923 Courier which he still has. It was his fatherôs car in 
1924, after thirty five years with Bill Carter, Ron bought it back and gave it to Keith. 
In his retirement he has driven the Courier to Canberra for the 1988 Bi-Centennial Rally and in 1993 
he and Faye took his recently restored De-Soto to Tasmania for an International Rally. 
 
 

Keith, Jane, Peter, Faye - May 1962 
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Child 7 -  RONALD & ELLA GUNN   -  Their Children  

Child 2 -  KEITH & FAYE GUNN   

Keith died on the 5th April 2008 

Doug Morey, a parson, but also a friend of Keith and Faye for over 
60 years presided over the service. Their friendship l began when his 
father became the minister at the Port Adelaide Presbyterian Church 
back in the late 1940ôs. The Gunnôs were prominent members of the 
Church and Keith and he soon ñpalled upò. Their mutual interest was 
not the church as such, but vintage cars, and their first adventure 
was a trip to Melbourne and half way home in a ñClynoò car which 
Keith had purchased for Ã47.10.0., or $95. They have laughed about 
that trip many times, but at the time, however, its inglorious end was 
no laughing matter. 
They both were at the University at the same time, Keith studying 
engineering under a cadetship from the Electricity Trust. Keith then 
went on to work for ETSA for the whole of his working life. He was a 
very singular person...he had one job all his working life; he married 
Faye and she was his one and only sweetheart, friend and wife; they 
lived in the same house for practically all their married life; and Keith 
had only one hobby, which was vintage cars. 
Keith and Faye were very proud of their children, Jane and Peter, 
and of their grand-children. It was a great delight to go to Sydney, 
despite his medical problems (he never let problems get the better of 
him), to attend the wedding of their grand daughter, Sarah. It was 
also a great joy to him to be visited by his grand daughter, Libby, 
who ñdropped inò on him from England. Such events were extremely 
important to Keith, and to Faye.  
DougéòI am sure that Keith had that faith and trust in God which 
developed at an early age through the Port Adelaide Presbyterian 
Church and their camps and conferences. Both he and Faye attend-
ed the Nunyara study group, nearby at Belair. One of Keithôs favour-
ite pieces of Scripture was Psalm 23. The Psalm is a great affirma-
tion of our faith and trust in God. Keith looked forward to his death 
with peace and resignation, knowing that his body could not go on 
much longer with all the things that were wrong with it. He was walk-
ing in the valley of the shadow of death for several years. He knew it 
and feared no evil. He just said that he was living on borrowed time. 
The rod and staff of his faith comforted him. 
It is also true that all of us who have been close to Keith, especially 
Faye, have been travelling in the valley of the shadow of death with 
Keith. And we too have been comforted and given inner strength to 
face the challenge as we went. And our prayer is that Faye and the 
family will continue to know in their hearts the on-going reality of 
Godôs peace and strength in the coming days. 
Keith was a realist. He knew what lay ahead for him. And I am quite 
sure that he would not want us to feel too sad at his departure from 
us. We will mix our sadness with the happy memories we have of the 
good times we once enjoyed with Keith. 
Let us think of Keith as we think of God, picturing him at rest, free 
from all pain and suffering, content to lay down his burden of life, a 
life which he lived to the full.  
We think of his home and family life so full of love and caring and we commend Faye and the family to God to 
comfort them.  
We remember how Keith contributed to the work of the world, playing his part as an honest and upright citizen 
and employee.  
And we think of his friendship to so many folk through his various interests, in his hobbies and associations, in 
church and community.  
For all these things and other remembrances we have of Keith, we give thanks and praise to Godò. 
 

Keith & Faye at Sarah & Johnôs wedding, 2008 
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Child 1. (0.7.2.1.) - Peter & Madeline Gunn 

Peter & Madeline Gunn - Their Family 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Peter & Madeline and family 2001) 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

the castle in Cardiff  
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ß Child 2. (0.7.2.2.) - Jane Gunn 
0.7.2.2. GUNN, Jane Elizabeth  
Born...20/04/1955, at Blackwood Community Hospital, Blackwood, South 
Aust...Family 
Occupation...Teacher...Family 
Residence...Semaphore, Adelaide, South Aust...Family 
 0.7.1.2.1 GUNN, PhoebeElizabeth  
Born...16/09/1991, at Queen Elizabeth Hospital, Woodville, South Aust...Family 
Occupation...Student...Family 

Phoebe and Jane, June 2001 

 
 

0.7.1.2.3. GUNN, William Keith 
Born...06/01/1983, at St. Helenôs Hospital, Auckland New 
Zealand...Family 
Occupation...BA. B.Ec. (Syd Uni);  Forensic Accountant with Grant  
Thornton in London UK ...Family 

Child 3 - Will GUNN  
 

0.7.1.2.4. GUNN, Nicholas Peter 
Born...17/11/1984, at St. Helen;s Hospital, Auckland New 
Zealand...Family 
Occupation...B.A. (Sydney Univ.); currently working with the Dept 
of Human Rights in  London UK ...Family 

Child 4 - Nick GUNN 

 
 

0.7.1.2.5. GUNN, Daniel George 
Born...09/05/1986, at Sydney Adventist Hospital, Fox Valley, 
Sydney, N.S.W......Family 
Occupation...B.A. (Sydney Univ.); Lecturer in English as a Second 
Language at University of Wu Xi in China; currently travelling 
throughout SE Asia...Family  

Child 5 - Daniel GUNN 

18/05/10...ñI finished my Bachelor of Arts (Government, Social 
Policy, Gender studies) at the end of 2007 and promptly left the 
country. Since then, I've travelled on and off but spent most of the 
time living and working in London, at the Department of Health, 
supporting their Equality and Human Rights programme. With the 
new UK government promising large and immediate public sector 
spending cuts, my time in this job is likely to come to an end soon, 
and I'll either head home to Australia or try my luck living in Spain 
for a whileò.   

Nicholas  



Child 3  (0.7.3 )  -  DAVID RONALD IAN GUNN  (1934 -  )  &  

MURIEL GURR (1936 -80)  

 

CHRONOLOGY  

CODE WHO  EVENT WHEN   WHERE/COMMENT / SOURCE 
0.7.3 GUNN, David Ronald Born  31/03/1934 Miltary Road, Semaphore, Adelaide, South Aust.....Family 
   Ian   Baptised 08/07/1934 Port Adelaide Presbyterian Church.....Church Records 
        (Attended Sunday School from 1937....Church Records) 
    Married  12/01/1956 Tusmore Presbyterian Church, Adelaide, South Aust.....Family 
    Occupation   Technical Officer; Businessman.....Family 
    Residence(s)   Murray Bridge, South Aust...Family 
 GURR, Muriel  Born  12/02/1940 Tranmere Park, Adelaide , South Aust.....Family 
      Occupation   Teacher.....Family  
    Died  30/12/1981 Royal Adelaide Hospital, South Aust....Family 
    Buried    Willed to Adelaide University.....Family 
 
 

David was born in 1934 at Semaphore. He went to many schools - Largs Bay Girls 
School (1939), Largs Bay Primary (1940-41), Newcastle Primary (1941), Rose Park Primary (1942), 
Largs Bay Primary (1942-46), Adelaide Technical High School (1947-49), Kings College (1950), 
Woodville High School (1951).  After leaving school his early career included working.... 
¶ In the technical field of the Weapons Research Establishment. 
¶ At The University of Adelaide Chemical Engineering Department as a technical officer for a 

pump manufacturer 
¶ At an Architectural firm in Adelaide. 
 

 Muriel was born in 1940 at Tranmere Park. She was a handicraft teacher, and for a 
while taught at RosePark Primary School. 

 
David and Muriel met at the Tusmore Presbyterian Church through the PFA (Presbyterian 

Fellowship of Australia).  They were 
married in 1956 at Tusmore 
Presbyterian  Church, Tusmore. 

 
With plenty of 

optimism, David and Muriel set 
sail for the United Kingdom in 
1964. They arrived at a time of a 
severe secondary school teacher 
crisis, and they both obtained 
places as temporary teachers in 
Glasgow, David teaching 
mathematics and Muriel as a 
primary school teacher. While in 
the UK, they purchased a new Fiat 
2300 sedan, and David found a 
pre-war Riley Tourer for future 
reference, thus ensuring continuity 
in his long attachment to that 
marque. 

 
At this time, Canada was conducting a vigorous immigration programme. They were 

accepted as immigrants and, together with their right hand drive Fiat, they sailed for North America 
on the Queen Elizabeth. They settled in Brockville, a town on the St. Laurence Seaway - their back 
porch directly overlooked the river. David obtained work first with DuPont and later with Breockville 
Chemical. After a couple of years in rented accomodation, they decided to build their own house 
complete with cellar which was used for restoring sailing boats, which they used for camping trips 
during the summer holidays. Other holidays were taken in the Fiat where they successfully toured 
completely around the United States. This was no mean feat with a right hand drive car. Muriel 
would navigate from the front passenger seat and tell David when it was safe to overtake traffic.      
 

Child 7 -  RONALD & ELLA GUNN   -  Their Children  

David and Muriel - Their Wedding 

Ron, Ella, David, Muriel, Mrs & Mr Gurr 
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Child 7 -  RONALD & ELLA GUNN   -  Their Children  

Child 3  -  DAVID & MURIEL GUNN   
 

In August 1970, they were visited by their Auntie Flora....from her diary... 

After eight very happy years , they both decided that the prospect of another Canadian 
winter was not for them, and they returned to Australia in 1972, without the Fiat, but with a 
ñGusma gunò - a device for mixing the two liquid chemicals required to produce polyurethane foam - 
with which David hoped to make his fortune. When properly formulated and applied, polyurethane 
foam is very effective insulating material ideally suited for large scale application in indoor chicken 
farms and fruit storage rooms. On returning to Adelaide, he collaborated with Alan McColl making 
brick panels in which thin clay bricks were bedded in polyurethane foam in a lightweight steel frame 
which was used in transportable house construction. Davidôs house at Willunga was built with this 
system. 

 
After what appeared to be a swift recovery from surgery in Oct 1980, Muriel was 

diagnosed with a brain tumour, and died in the Royal Adelaide Hospital just after Xmas in 1981. 
She willed her body to the Unioversity of Adelaide. A trust fund was established as a memorial to 
Muriel and subsequently provided funding to the Hanson Research Institute for setting up of a 
microscopy laboratory which is known as the Muriel Gunn Laboratory. 

 
David continued in the business of building transportable houses which included some 

novel methods of construction. He was successful to the extent that after his retirement in 1982, he 
continues to indulge his attachment to ocean cruising and acquiring exotic classic cars. 

 
 
 

¶ 03/08...òMuriel and David met me at Montreal. David looked so much like his father that I called him Ronald. 

¶ 04/08...(Brockville, Maitland)...òAfter tea, Muriel and David went sailing in their boat. 

¶ 06/08...Muriel and I took a launch trip to Bay of a Thousand Islands...down the St. Lawrence...I had a 
wonderful day thanks to these nice young people. 

¶ 07/08...Muriel went to work  at the Hospital shop...at night Muriel and David showed me slides of their trip to 
Scotland. 

¶ 08/08...Muriel and David took me on my first trip on a sailing boat...what a lovely, lazy day. 

¶ 09/08...Muriel & David and I attended service at The First Presbyterian Church....After lunch David drove us 
miles to the Chaffeyôs Lock. 

¶ 13/08....David drove to Montreal on business...Muriel and I drove to Brockville, where she helped in the 
Hospital shop. 

¶ 16/08...David drove us to Brockville to attend church...a lazy day. 

¶ 17/08...Muriel is a wonderful manager and very thoughtful. 

¶ 18/08...After tea, Muriel and David...took out their boat  racing. 

¶ 19/08...Received letter telling the sad news of Peter Robertsonôs death on Aug 11th...he had his 88th birthday 
the previous Sunday. Poor Nell will be so lost and lonely without him. 

¶ 22/08....Regatta Day....they came 4th in the first heat...3rd in the second....2nd in the last. 

¶ 23/08...Attended 11.00 am service at church. 

¶ 24/08...Muriel and I left for Ottowa. 

¶ 26/08....David drove us to Kingston....old Fort Henry. 

¶ 27/08...I do appreciate the many acts  of kindness she (Muriel) & David have shown me during my stay. 

¶ 28/08...We left Maitland for Toronto...set off for Niagra....drove me to the airport...said ñgoodbyeò to them.ò 
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Child 8  

RHODA MAY GUNN (1896 -198 2 )   

CLAUDE ALBERT HILL (1898 -1973)  

CHRONOLOGY  

 
CODE WHO  EVENT WHEN   WHERE / COMMENT / SOURCE 
0.8 GUNN, Rhoda May Born  07/05/1896 Probably at home, Martin St., Birkenhead, Port Adelaide, South Aust. 
        .....Family / ndex of  Reg. / School Register  
       Married  12/09/1923 Port Adelaide Presbyterian Church, South Aust......Family 
    Occupation   Home Duties....Family 
    Residence(s)   1923 - 1925 Wilson St., Moonee Ponds, Melbourne, Vict. 
        1926 - 1927 Clare, South Aust. 
        1928 - 1929 Pt. Pirie, South Aust. 
        1930 - 1933 Largs Bay, Adelaide, South Aust. 
        1934 - 1939 Peterborough, South Aust. 
        1940 -   Largs Bay, South Aust.......Family 
    Died  09/12/1982 Aged 87, at the Masonic Nursing Home, Diagonal Rd., Glenelg, South  
        Aust.....Family 
    Buried  14/12/1982 Cremated, Centennial Park Cem., Adelaide, South Aust.....Family 
 HILL, Claude Albert Born  03/07/1898 83 Whitehall St., Footscray, Melbourne, Victoria.....Cert. 
      Occupation   Marine Engineer.....Family 
    Died  09/07/1973 Aged 75, at the Queen Elizabeth Hosp., Woodville,  Adelaide, South  
        Aust......Family 
    Buried  11/07/1973 Cremated, Centennial Park Cem., Adelaide, South Aust.....Family 

 
Rhoda was born in 1896,   probably at home, 
Birkenhead, Adelaide, South Australia.   
She attended the LeFevre Peninsula School 
from 1902 (aged 6) until 1909 (aged 13). 
Initially, she did not move to Monteith with her 

parents and sisters, Ann, Marg and Flora, in 
1907 / 08 but stayed at Martin Street where she 
was looked after by her elder sister, Cathrien 
(Jean). 
She probably then moved to Monteith in 1909, 
aged 13, but she was not permanently  
stationed there because she also spent a lot of 
time at Birkenhead helping Jean. However, 
while at Monteith, she had to help with the 

chores, including milking. But she was as bad as Donald who eventually 
banned her from the milking shed...which was exactly what she wanted ! She 
also helped Helen, looking after the mail and serving, in the shop and post 
office. 
 

Claude was born in 1898 at Whitehall 
St., Footscray, Melbourne, the fourth 
child of Ebenezer Joseph Hill, Marine 
Engineer, and Florence Rosina Virtue 
Maddock (married 11/02/1890, Footscray), 
living at Port Melbourne. He attended 
theWilliamstown Primary School (still 

operating) until he achieved what they 
called the ñMerit Certificateò aged 14. 
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Rhoda as a young lady Rhoda, 22 at Monteith 

Admission (20/08/1902) = Infant 
1903    = J 
1904    = 1 
1905    = 2 
1906    = 3 
1907    = 4 
1908    = 5 
(Passed Compulsory Standard) 
1909    = 6   
Oct 1909   = Left 

Claude 1919 

Ebenezer and Florenceôs family... 
 
*Ebenezer Arthur, died aged 5 months 
*Ethel Edith, died aged 14 days 
*Florence Esther, 1890 - 1972 
*Ivy Myrtle, 1895 - 1984 
*Claude Albert, 1898 - 1973 
*Neuman Joseph, 1900 - 1955 
*Arthur Roy, 1903 - 1973 
*Hazel Edna, 1905 - 1941 



Child 8 -  RHODA & CLAUDE HILL  

Claude then served his apprenticeship as a fitter and turner at 
Robison Bros., Engineers - a large ship and general engineering repair 
workshop in South Melbourne. After seven years he finished his 
apprenticeship and, following his fatherôs footsteps, he went to sea around 
1917, as a junior shipôs engineer with the Melbourne Steamship Company. 
Like his future brothers-in-law, Murd and Ron, he served  with the  Merchant 
Navy during World War 1. He served his entire sea career with the Melbourne 
Steamship Company, obtaining his First Class Steam Certificate, and rose in 
rank to be Second Engineer  of the Companyôs Flagship, SS Dimboola. He 
also delivered one surplus ship, SS Woolgar, to China for scrapping. 

 
 In 1918, aged 22, Rhoda went over to Minlaton to nurse 

Jessie, who was seriously ill, before Helen took over. Rhoda then went to 
Melbourne to look after her sister, Helen (Nell Gunn) Robertson  who was 
pregnant with her first child Bill . Now Claude, who was 2nd Engineer in the 
merchant navy, was on the same ship as Nell's husband, Peter who was 1st 
Mate. He asked Claude to come home and meet Rhoda......Peter is supposed 
to have said  to Rhoda, "Here's one you can't fool around with."  As it turns 
out, there was a power failure on their first meeting and the lights went out !  When Claude came to 
Monteith to meet Helen, there was an instant rapport between them. On the 12th September 1923, 
at the age of 27, Rhoda married Claude at the Port Adelaide Presbyterian Church.  

 
After, their marriage, they moved to Melbourne because Claude was still at sea, 

working for the the Melbourne Steamship 
Company as second engineer on passenger 
and cargo coastal ships (The same company as 
Peter Robertson who was employed as a deck 

officer and also lived in Melbourne). However, he 
wanted to be with his wife, so he resigned and 
"came ashore" and got a job as an engineer at 
the power station at Newport Melbourne. They 
lived at Wilson Street, Moonee Ponds where 
Murray was born on the 21st May 1925.   
 
However Rhoda did not get on too well with 
Claude's mum, and she wanted to go back to 

South Australia. In 1927, Claude got a job in charge of the 
Clare power station for two years.  
 
In 1929 they moved to Port Pirie 
where Claude worked as engineer 
on the harbour dredge.  
 
However, he lost that job during 
the depression in 1931, so they 
moved to Adelaide and rented a 
house at Alexander Street, Largs 
Bay where Peter was born on the 
23rd March 1932. Claude got a job with Alaska Ice Cream Company in 
charge of the 
freezing plant at 
Thebarton.  
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Claude , on dredge, Pt. Pirie, 1929 

Clare Power Station, 1927 

Claude , 3rd Engineer, 
Melbourne Steamship Co., 1918 

Claude, Murray, Rhoda, 1926 

House at No.1 Alexander St., Largs Bay, 1930-1934 


