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e Your Committee...

= Jim Gunn.
= Katherine Gunn.
= Keith & Faye Gunn.

= Bob & Judy Robertson.

= Malcolm & Jan Gunn.
= Bob & Coralie Gunn.
= Trev & Pam Gunn.
= Robyn Gunn.

= Bob & Carol Schofield.

= Di Schafranek.
= Catherine Troup.
= Ron & Marg Martin

Send your Feedback to..

Malcolm Gunn,

3 Geary Place,
Athelstone, SA 5076
08 83652767
mjgunn@box.net.au

Inside this issue:

Suggestions for the next Re-Union

Your Committee has met several
times and suggests the following...

The next Gunn gathering

Family Updates 112
“Titbits” 2/3
The Re-Union published in 4

e Where...Adelaide...Royal

Caledonian Society, 189 Sema-
phore Road Port Adelaide (west of the
old Glanville Primary school where
Donald and Helen’s children attended).

+ When. 2006.. We
Saturday 29/04

to

Sunday 30/04

propose

0 Term 1 Holidays

Victoria...10/03 - 27/03 (early be-
cause of Commonwealth Games)

SA, NSW & WA....13/04 - 01/05

Queensland...07/04 - 18/04...but not
relevant ??

O Easter = 14/04 - 16/04

“Family Updates”

“Personal Nolices’

e Emily Scarlette

Contact List

e Can you let Malcolm
know of any updates,
of address,

changes
phone numbers.

e We encourage you to con-

tinue write to / email /
visit your cousins.

Can you please supply
us with your email if
you have one.

GUNN, b.
14/04/2004, Women’s and Children’s
Hospital, Adelaide. (Parents Andrew
& Tracy GUNN), p.139.

e Jett Duncan HARCOURT,b.
08/02/05 at North Shore Hospital,
Sydney (Parents Fiona MARTIN &
Duncan HARCOURT-HORSFIELD),
p. 299

e Murray HILL celebrated his 80th
birthday on the 21st May 2005.

¢ Suggested Programme...

0

0

Saturday morning...

= Gather, say about 10.00 am
at the Hall. We can use it as
a base all day. Tea, coffee,
cool drinks etc all available.
BYO lunch or there are nu-
merous cafes close by.

= Welcome, programme.
= Up-date of the Gunn story.

Saturday after-

noon...fraternization of cousins
& tours...

= Guided tours of Port Adelaide
(about 1 1/2 hours).

on the Port

= “Wrecks Tour”
River.

= The Maritime Museum.

= “Gunn Tour”..Port Adelaide
Uniting Church, Glanville
School, Ben Gunn’s tailor
shop, places where Gunn’s
lived, St. Lukes...

Saturday evening...Dinner

dance at the Caledonian Society
featuring “Ceileidh”...

= Scottish and Highland danc-
ing demonstrations.
= Scottish pipers and choir.
= Dancing.
Sunday morning, early af-
ternoon...

= BBQ / Picnic at say...Belair
National Park, Strathalbyn,
or Barossa Valley, or Victor
Harbour.

= Some may wish to visit / re-
visit Monteith.
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Some more “Family Updates” and “ Pérsonal Nolices”

Death of Helen Millar, nee Carter, grand-daughter of Donald &
Helen GUNN (1918-2004, page 188).

After her husband Bill's death in Jan 2002, Helen remained at the Lady Alum
Home, endearing herself to those who came to know her. However, her
health slowly deteriorated, including her hearing. In early January, 2004, her [~
cousin Murray Hill visited her for a few days - he had not seen her for 40
years since their meeting in the UK. Helen died in November 2004, aged |%
86, at the Lady Alum Home., after suffering a stroke a week before. She was
buried with Bill at Hamilton. Helen will be remembered for many things, but especially her art (particularly flowers),
her correspondence with friends and family world-wide, her care and dedication to Bill, her love of wider family
(including her Millar nieces and nephews, and Jacinta Thompson, married to Helen’s sister Moira’s husband Bernard Thomp-
son’s younger brother) and friends, her love of the outdoors, gardening and animals, and her love of the simple things in
life. She was very sincere, thrifty, hospitable (she always wanted to give visitors something to take way when they left) and
kind, and was much loved by all. We are very grateful to Helen for all the assistance she gave in Donald and
Helen’s story as well as many details on our distant cousins in the UK. Malcolm has a tape of her funeral.

Bill and Helen in retirement

Murdo & Francis outside their
home, Bridge Street Halkirk,
Sept 2003

Death of Murdo (“Doie”) GUNN (1918-2003, |, ponaid Gunn's brother. Murdoch
page 317) MUI’dO was bOI‘I"I 02/03/1918 at RaCke” Farm marr. Margaret Sutheriand_ ’
near Wick. He did not marry. He was deaf and dumb. | o child 2 = Donald Gunn marr.
Murdo lived with Francis at 51 Bridge St. Malcolm and| Helen Mowat.

Jan Gunn were fortunate enough to visit Murdo, in Sep- | ¢ child 5 = Murdo Gunn.

tember 2003. Murdo died, after illness with Cancer, on
May 18th 2004 at the Caithness Hospital, Wick. He was buried in the Halkirk Cemetery on
May 21st. (From James Waters, grandson of Magnus Baikie).

Death of June HlNCE, nee Nelmes, (1930-2004, e Donald Gunn’s younger sister, Al-
page 327). exandrina marr. George Bremner.
June and Dennis HINCE lived in Keynsham Bristol,| e Child 5 = Annie Barnetson |[&
also held a special place in our tree - she provided| Bremner marr. Charles Nelmes. P
just so much information on our distant Gunn cousins. | e Child 5 = June Nelmes.

She and Malcolm corresponded regularly while Mal-
colm and Jan were fortunate to visit and stay with
June and Dennis in September 2003 for three full
and very enjoyable days. June died on 14th Sep-
tember 2004 after a short illness with cancer of the
neck. Her funeral was held in her beloved St. Fran-
cis Church on the 27th, followed by committal at
Haycombe.

| Dennis and June

See over for the poem June wrote for our Re-Union

“Some “Zirbis”

Death of Gavin MARTIN, (1926-2005, page 291). d y M";‘]q”“s &;e?” Baikie, & Family ]

Gavin Martin, son of Ann & Aud Martin, passed away on March 30th qu %ter %f?\;(;grsgs a;?jr%aﬂeﬁ?er?)?\gﬁa (gfréﬁ‘n(;

2005. Gavin grew up at Monteith with his brothers, Ronald and Bob. ghie gnus, 9 ).

He left Monteith t K for the Electricity Trust of South Australi by Sheila McKenzie in the old cottage near to Ber-
e ? . ontel .0 Wwork for .e ectricity rue 0 OL.’ ue ra [a tie Skene, used as a store for farm implements. It

as District Supervisor of Adelaide. He had a loving marriage with his

. . ; . . Ll was on the old mantlepiece in the midst of a load of ||
wife Greta. After their retirements, they enjoyed travelling around || outter dirty and damp, and nibbled by mice. It

Australia and the world. must have lain there for 90 years.
Gavin was a respected member of the Somerton Bowls Club, and
active as a player, president, state umpire and coach. In the Probus
Club, he was held in high esteem for his commitment and having
held every committee position available. He will be remembered for
his intelligence, dignity and quiet hu-
mour. His ability to put anyone he spoke
to immediately at ease was innate.

His daughters, Robyn, Dianne and
Lynn, and grandchildren, David Sarah,
mark and Lisa, have been left with =
many happy memories, and the
strength and courage to look forward to
every new day as he will be forever in

their hearts. ' o -
Gavin and Greta in the 1970’s Jane, Jim, Andrew, Bella, Magnus

(Magnus was Helen’s younger brother)
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“Some More “Zithifs

Donald Gunn’s birthplace

Auckengill - Freswick Estate Map, 1877
(From “Lest We Forget The Parish of Canisbay”)

55 o " fttrr,dhlln et < ‘ 3
v Peter & Alexandrina’s Croft ! e N N . \Zf{'ah
Donald Gunn’s birthplace s B S &/

AT

Nan Cormack supplied a news-
article on her and Nan Lenton’s

second cousin, Anne

DUNNETT, daughter of Wil-
liam Dunnett and Bessie Suther-
land (grand-daughter of Annie Ged-
des and Daniel Dunnett / g. grand-
daughter of John & Christina Ged-
des), solicitor in Wick, and who
has contributed significantly to
the Geddes Tree. was pro-
moted to Lord Lieutenant. of
Caithness, Scotland, in 2004.
Quite an honour!

James Waters (grandson of Mag-
nus Baikie) also supplied a news-
article and photo showing Anne
leading the Wick Remembrance
Sunday to lay the first wreath.

g \ /Inn b‘r
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For Sale ,..”

The Monteith Presby-
terian Church, now a
home, up for sale

Elegance and Excellencel
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Contact: Richard Yesma 0418 813 114

The poem June Hince wrote to be read by
Peter Hill at the opening of our Clan Re-Union

“The toastmaster says, pray silence for Malcolm Gunn
Who will welcome you all to this special day of family fun.
“Come lads and lassies lift your glasses

A toast to absent relations

Who are not able to be at the Gunn celebrations”.

| feel sure all branches of the family tree
Will be so happy to be free
Of dates, places, unseen faces, all seeking information,

Who are you? Where were you born? Who is your relation?

To tell the truth we are spread over every nation.

Are we fat or are we slim?

Are we clever or are we dim?

Have we skeletons in the cupboards?
Are we peasants? A Sir or a Lord?
Are we good or are we bad?

Are we happy or are we sad?

Grans, grandads, fathers, mothers, sisters and brothers
Main thing is that we love each other.

The toastmaster says

“Come lads and lasses

Lift your glasses for a toast

Good health to all relations.

Peace to reign in every nation,

And may God bless you all”
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Report, published in the Clan Gunn Herald, Feb 2004, on the

South Australian Clan Re-Union for the descendants of Donald GUNN and Helen BAIKIE
Held on the 7th Oct. 2002 at Monteith, via Murray Bridge, 50 miles east of Adelaide.

“Donald GUNN, son of Peter GUNN and Alexandrina ROBERTSON, born on the 4th October, 1853 at Auckingill,
Caithness, emigrated to South Australia in 1878. He was a seaman, then lighterman, and became a harbour pilot
on the Port River, being one of two men who mapped the river for commercial shipping.

Four years after his arrival in South Australia, he sent for his bride to be, Helen BAIKIE, the sister of his good
shipmate Benjamin Baikie who was lost at sea in the Bay of Biscay in 1877. Helen was born on the 30th Decem-
ber 1858 at West Mey, Canisbay. She was tha daughter of James Baikie and Catherine Calder.

They were married at the Presbyterian Manse Port Adelaide six days after she arrived. They first lived at Glanville
where their eldest son, Murdoch, was born. They then moved to nearby Birkenhead, where the other ten children
were born. All the children survived to adulthood one dying in early adulthood without issue. Two other children
had no issue. The remaining eight children all had issue, and seven of these children were represented at the
Reunion on the 7th October 2002.

In 1911 Donald retired from the maritime services and took up a block of swamp land on the banks of the River
Murray at Monteith, just south of Murray Bridge. He went from Birkenhead to Monteith by dray. The 60 mile trip
took four days because he was leading a cow ! The dray carried some basic tools and building equipment to help
set up the beginnings of a dairy farm. His youngest son, Ronald, who was just 14, accompanied him on the jour-
ney. Conditions were very basic and hazards included many venomous black snakes, mosquitoes, floods, and
the heat of Australian summers. Helen and the children, apart from Ronald, stayed behind at first. Then Helen
and three youngest girls went to join him at Monteith.

Although the other children never lived permanently at Monteith, it became a focus of close family life. Al Donald
& Helen'’s children were constantly coming and going as were their many grandchildren as they grew up. Unfortu-

nately Donald did not see the fruits of his hard work clearing the swamps and higher land, building a house, | |

fences and dairy. He was there only ten years when he collapsed at the gate with a fatal heart attack at the age of
64. Helen, with typical courage and tenacity, decided to stay on at Monteith with the help of her son-in-law, Bob
Threadgold, and the support of her children. The property remained in the family until 1964.

Monteith and surroundings therefore provided a focal point for a Clan Gunn Reunion in 2002 for 130 plus descen-
dants of Donald and Helen. They came from all over Australia, some of them travelling more than 2000 miles to
get together for a day of reminiscing and renewal of clan relationships for the older generations, and a chance to
meet more distant cousins for younger generations. It was also a testament to the force of Helen’'s strong per-
sonality which encouraged loyalty and interaction between the Gunn children and their descendants.

Malcolm Gunn, the eldest son of the eldest son (Donald), had taken on the enormous task of producing the his-
tory of Donald and Helen Gunn and their descendants. The volume “From Caithness to Monteith” was launched
on the day. It was done with the appropriate formalities and much laughter as Donald and Helen’s grandchildren
reminisced about life at Monteith. This was followed by a photo shoot of all the attendees and visits to the old
house, the Presbyterian Church ( now a house), at which Helen laid the foundation stone, and the general store
and post office, once run by Helen and then one of her daughters.

The attendees then adjourned to a nearby pioneer village, “Old Tailem Town”, for a catered lunch and chance to
fraternize among the many replica buildings of typical of rural life in the early 1900’s. This site has over 100 build-
| |ings of all descriptions on it, and it provided the ideal backdrop for such a gathering. The manager of the site ex-
pressed his amazement that so many members of the one family should come together just because they
wanted to. He watched in further amazement as a haggis was piped in carried by the eldest ggg grandchild,
Joshua, dressed in a Gunn kilt. An auction was held to help defray expenses and some further memorabilia was
on display.

This was reflected again towards the end of the afternoon when the gathering moved to the Murray Bridge Ceme-
tery and the eldest family member, Douglas Gunn, unveiled a commemorative plague on Donald and Helen’s
grave with the words “Its great to be a Gunn !".

Those who had the stamina then adjourned to the community club in Murray bridge for more reminiscing and an
evening meal.

Because it is so great to be a Gunn with a sense of clanship, the Committee at the request of many of the atten-
dees, is now planning a much less formal get together in three years time”.

Kathryn Gunn (Eldest grandchild of the second son. James Benjamin Baikie Gunn)




Feedback re the next Re-Union :-
+« When Saturday 29/04/06 - Sunday 30/04/06

+ Where Royal Caledonian Society, 189 Semaphore Rd., Port Adelaide (west of the old Glanville
Primary school where Donald and Helen’s children attended).

+ Family Details

Name
Address

Post Code
Telephone Email

The following members of my family at this stage are able to attend the ReUnion

¢ Programme...
¢ Saturday morning...

= Gather, say about 10.00 am at the Hall. We can use it as a base all day. Tea, coffee, cool drinks etc all
available. BYO lunch or there are numerous cafes close by.

= Welcome, programme, up-date of the Gunn story.
¢ Saturday afternoon...fraternization of cousins & tours...l am interested in....(Yes / No)

= Guided tours of Port Adelaide (about 1 1/2 hours).
= “Wrecks Tour” on the Port River.

= The Maritime Museum.

= “Gunn Tour"...Port Adelaide Uniting Church, Glanville School, Ben Gunn’s tailor shop, places where Gunn’s
lived, St. Lukes...

= Port Adelaide Pubs
¢ Saturday evening...Dinner dance at the Caledonian Society featuring “Ceileidh”...

= Scottish and Highland dancing demonstrations.
= Scaottish pipers and choir.

= Dancing.
¢ Sunday morning to mid afternoon...... | am interested in....(Yes / No)

= BBQ/ Picnic at say...
Belair National Park
Strathalbyn
Barossa Valley
Victor Harbour

= Visit / re-visit Monteith
= Any other?

Please post form to Malcolm Gunn, 3 Geary Place, Athelstone, South Australia 5076




