
Suggestions for the 
next Re-Union :- 

♦ Year = April 2006 

◊ Last weekend of 1st term holidays for 
NSW, Vic. & S.A. 

◊ Middle weekend of 1st term holidays 
for W.A & Queensland. 

♦ Where...Adelaide. 

♦ Programme… 

◊ Saturday morning...some may want 
to re-visit Monteith / Birkenhead. 

◊ Saturday afternoon...Social gather-
ing at a suitable venue, fraternization 
of cousins, up-date of the Gunn story. 

◊ Saturday evening...Dinner dance. 
◊ Sunday morning, early after-

noon...BBQ / Picnic at say...Belair Na-
tional Park, or Barossa Valley, or Vic-
tor Harbour. 

♦ The Committee has met twice to begin 
planning for the next gathering. 

 
♦ The next meeting will be in April / 

May to begin some detailed plan-
ning. 

♦ So, your comments would be ap-
preciated before then.. 

“Keep The Momentum Going” • Your Committee… 

⇒ Jim Gunn. 
⇒ Katherine Gunn. 
⇒ Keith Gunn. 
⇒ Bob & Judy Robertson. 
⇒ Gavin Martin. 
⇒ Ron & Marg Martin. 
⇒ Malcolm & Jan Gunn. 
⇒ Bob & Coralie Gunn. 
⇒ Trev & Pam Gunn. 
⇒ Robyn Gunn. 
⇒ Bob Schofield. 
⇒ Di Schafranek. 
⇒ Catherine Troup. 
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Gunn  Newsletter 

Send your Feedback to.. 
 
Malcolm Gunn, 
3 Geary Place, 
Athelstone, SA 5076  
08 83652767 
mjgunn@box.net.au 

“Milestones” 
“hatch, match and despatch” 

• Lachlan Edward GUPPY, b. 
08/09/2003, Ashford Private 
Hosp., Adelaide, S. Aust. 
(Parents, Martin & Sheree GUPPY, 
p.141) 

• Samuel WARRICK ,  b. 
07/08/2003, Burnside memorial 
Hosp., Adelaide, S. Aust. 
(Parents Fraser & Tricia WARRICK 
p.141) 

Contact List 
• Can you let Malcolm know of 

any updates, changes of address, 
phone numbers to your “current 
contact list” which was distrib-
uted with the last newsletter. 

• We encourage you to continue write 
to / email /  visit your cousins. 

• Can you please supply us with 
your email if you have one—it 
will make future distribution & 
contact  easier. 

• Elice Catriona MARTIN, b. 
23/06/2003, Womens & Children’s 
Hosp., Adelaide (Parents, Chris & 
Juanita MARTIN, p.296) 

• Cassidy Jane MARTIN, b. 
21/05/2003, Sydney Adventist 
Hosp. (Parents, Grant MARTIN & 
Linda WILTON, p.300) 

 
 

Mac & Ann WATERS (p.356) 
 visit Australia 

In May 2003, our Baikie cousins, Mac 
& Ann WATERS,  travelled to... 
• Sydney where they spent a day with 

Bob & Anne MARTIN (p.297).. 
• Adelaide, where they spent a day at 

Monteith , and enjoyed a B/Que with 
some Adelaide cousins. 

• Brisbane where they visited Michael 
& Janet WEDGWOOD (p.339). 

(BR)Di Schafranek, Jim Gunn, Tom Swanson 
(hidden),Sam Swanson, James Swanson, Mal-
colm Gunn, Robyn Gunn, Susan Swanson, 
Gavin Martin 
(MR)Jan Gunn, Mac & Ann WATERS, Kathryn 
Gunn  
(FR) Nancy Swanson, Phyll Gunn 

• Robyn 
GUNN mar-
ried Gra-
ham WARD 
at Robyn’s 
home, 
09/08/2003. 
(p.146) 
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A brief outline of Malcolm & Jan’s trip “back to the homeland” 

• Well, what a trip - back to the home country at last. A chance 
to actually visit places and meet cousins that were previously 
“names”. The hospitality & generosity from our cousins was 
just fantastic. They spoiled us rotten !! 

 
• We crossed the Scottish border, stayed at Edinburgh (and saw 

the Military Tattoo), then onto Banchory, west of Aberdeen & 
home of Jean DAVIES (p.356) where her brothers, Mac WA-
TERS (p.354/5) from Toronto, Canada, and James & Grace WA-
TERS (p.354/5) from Dalry, Glasgow  had also come. A wonder-
ful 2 days there, including a fantastic dinner with Sheila & 
George THOMPSON (p. 391). 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Clan Gunn Centre 

Murdoch & Margaret’s abandoned croft about 1/2 mile SW of Keiss 

• Then onto John O’Groats,  and 
then Canisbay, central to our fam-
ily’s history. We stayed at nearby 
Gills with Margaret SHEARER 
(arranged by James WATERS), a 
wonderful lady who looked after us 
so well. In the meantime Mac, 
James & Grace WATERS (James & 
Mac regularly return to Caithness & 
know the country & people “like the 
back of their hands”) also had jour-
neyed there, staying with the SIMP-
SON family (who own Stroma Island & 
live about 1/4 mile north of Margaret’s 
B&B).  

• Then along the A9 to Auckengill, birthplace of 
Donald, where we met Mrs Matheson (p.11 
whom Bernard THOMPSON had met in 1989). 
She was just fantastic - we bought the book 
“The Parish of Caithness”, a great insight into 
life in the Parish, and also found exactly where 
Donald was born (the croft is no longer there) !!  
We walked over the land where Donald would 
have walked some 140 years ago. 

View from Marg Shearer’s B&B, looking north over the Simp-

Malcolm & Jan at the Scottish Border 

James WATERS, George THOMPSON, Jean DAVIES, Malcolm 
Grace WATERS, Sheila THOMPSON, Jan 
(Mac WATERS took the photo) 

• We continued on the A9 to Lybster, Wick and 
Keiss, where we met my third cousin , Mau-
reen MILLER (p.315 & grand-daughter of Don-
ald’s brother Murdoch), who is Principal of the 
Keiss Primary School. A few nights later, we 
met Maureen’s family, her sister, Kathleen and 
family who live at Castletown, & mother, Betty, 
at Wick where she lives...a wonderful evening. 
Some of the children may want to visit Austra-
lia, so I said “We have cousins in every capital 
city!”. Maureen also showed us her grandfa-
ther’s croft 

• Then onto the A9 & off to 
Caithness, calling in at 
Helmsdale, Dunbeath 
(The poet Neil Gunn’s 
village), Latheron & the 
Clan Gunn Centre 
where we spent a for-
tune, including a video & 
a book on the Gunn’s.  

Grace, James & Mac  
WATERS 
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A brief outline of Malcolm & Jan’s trip “back to the homeland” 

• On the way out of 
Caithness, we called 
in at Halkirk, where 
we met  more cous-
ins - grandchildren, 
Murdo GUNN (85) & 
Catherine GUNN 
(83), great grand-
child, Francis GUNN 
of Donald’s brother 
Murdoch (p.317). 
Catherine still re-
members Murray 
HILL visiting them 
some 50 years ago ! 

• In Keynsham we stayed with and were looked after “right royally” by 
June & Dennis HINCE (p.326/327). A wonderful 2 days, including a visit 
to Bath & its wonderful Roman Baths, Abbey & architecture, and a great 
lunch at a country pub, with lots of story-telling & reminiscing. We are now 
June’s “Australian family”. Meeting them after years of correspondence 
was just wonderful. 

 
• We journeyed down to Cornwall where Malcolm’s maternal ancestors 

(Tanks) came from. So, of course we had to do a  bit of researching 
(can’t help myself -  it’s a disease) among sightseeing in a very beautiful 
county, especially the coast. The scenery is spectacular ! 

 
• In Mersham, Kent, we stayed with Bernard & Moira THOMPSON 

(p.193/94) - again another delightful, very full 2 days, including meeting 
their family, who also stayed there with us - quite a handful for Moira 
who made us feel right at home. Bernard is truly amazing - by the time 
we got there, he had done considerable research on Jan’s maternal 
ancestors who came from the nearby seaside town of Deal. We also 
visited Dover & Canterbury, travelling across the scenic Kent country-
side. 

 
• All told, just a great experience. Who would have thought 12 years 

ago that a bit of research into the Gunn family would have led to this. 
We are truly blessed. The Gunn / Baikie / Geddes family is alive & well !! 

Francis GUNN, Sept 2003 Catherine GUNN, Sept. 2003 

• Already, we want to go back to Caithness - it seems like we just 
scratched the surface, while the country is just so beautiful, and the peo-
ple so friendly. The next International Clan Gunn Re-Union will be in Au-
gust 2005 - any takers ??  

• Well, what a 4 days...guided by Mac, James & Grace, we covered all the places that was part of our (g, gg,,ggg) 
grandmother Helen BAIKIE’s life before she emigrated to South Australia…Some of the highlights were... 
 
⇒ Canisbay Church (where many of our ancestors are buried including Gavin GUNN & Janet STEVEN (p.31)). 
⇒ Harrow Harbour, Gills Cutting, Mey, Castle of Mey (The late Queen Mother’s Scottish home). 
⇒ West Mey (p.13), the location of Pearl Cottage (Old home of Magnus & Jean BAIKIE...p. 359 - now totally reno-

vated but still “recognizable” to the old croft) & Rose Cottage, the birthplace of Helen (p.376 - now bearing no re-
semblance to the original cottage). 

⇒ Dunnet...on the way called in at Hillhead (an old home of Catherine BAIKIE & Captain CALDER, p.343), Dunnet 
Head with its spectacular views & Mary-Ann’s Cottage, showing life in the 19th Cent. 

⇒ Thurso, home of Sinclair Castle, calling in at Castletown (the home of the flagstone, used for paving & roofing), 
Clayhusbandry (another old home of Catherine BAIKIE & Captain CALDER (all that is 
left is a wall, part of a machine shed), p.343). Murdo & Francis outside their 

home, Bridge Street Halkirk, Sept 
2003 

(L-R) Catherine, Jamie, Malcolm, Paul, Moira, Bernard, 
Freya 

June, Malcolm, Dennis outside the country pub 
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In Ancient times, it was custom for Chiefs to give their followers a metal plate of their crest 
to wear as a badge to show clan allegiance. 
 
GUNN CREST (BADGE) 
MOTTO:  
AUT PAX AUT BELLUM   Peace Or War  
The motto first appeared on standards and shields, not as battle cries. The motto is an integral part 
of a Scots coat of arms and cannot be altered (as some English coat of arms can) 
 
CREST: 
A dexter hand holding a broadsword in bend all proper.  
DEXTER HAND - The right.                             SINISTER HAND - The left. 
BROADSWORD a sword having a straight, broad, flat blade.  
 
SILVER STRAP AND BUCKLE   
The strap and buckle is the sign of the clansman, and he demonstrates his membership of his Chief’s Clan by 
wearing his Chief’s Crest within it. The badges are the Chief's way of identifying his clansmen.  
The strap and buckle badge are used on person and accoutrements.  
 
A WREATH 
The wreath is always shown beneath the Crest to indicate that it is a heraldic Crest. It is usually shown with 
six twists. 
A wreath of twisted cloth of alternate twists depicts the owner’s "Livery colours", on which the Crest stands.  
 
FEATHERS  

Feathers were to show possible special dignity, awarded to persons of rank. Three feathers often con-
notes power, divinity and light. The feather is absolute lightness, flight, the element of WIND and AIR. 
To wear feathers is to assume the powers of the bird, and thus puts the wearer in touch with the knowl-
edge of the BIRD. Can also mean emptiness, dryness, height, flight, soul/heart, charity, faith and justice. 
Feathers are a very common charge in heraldry. These included the feathers of cockerels, swans, and 
peacocks as the most commonly used. They were usually a cluster of feathers joined at the center with 
a brooch. Feathers were sometimes colored the principle tinctures of the arms of the wearer. Feathers 
signify willing obedience and serenity of mind. 

THE CHIEF - The chief wears a crested badge surmounted by three feathers.  
CHIEFTAINS - As for a Chief, but with two small feathers instead of the Chief’s three 
THE CLANSMEN - It was the practice, however, for chiefs to allow their followers to wear the crest and motto in a silver 
strap-and-buckle badge.  
This is the clansmen's badge and if you are a member of the clan you may wear it. If the clan lacks a chief, no badge is worn. 
[ Sir Thomas Innes, in The Scottish Tartans ] 
 
CREST BADGE: 
"Clan Crest" is a misnomer, as there is no such thing as a "Clan" Crest. The Crest is the exclusively personal property of the 
Clan Chief, and it is fully protected to him by the law in Scotland. 
It was affixed to clothing by a strap and buckle. When not in use, this was coiled around the crest. This convention constitutes 
the present form of the Clan Crest Badge: the strap and buckle with the Chief's motto inscribed thereon denoting a clansman 
or clanswoman.  
Only a Chief, Chieftain or Armiger (person who has registered their own coat of Arms and Crest, or have inherited these according 
to the Laws of Arms in Scotland from ancestors who had recorded them in the Lyon Register) may wear his Crest Badge without 
the strap and buckle. It is the privilege of ladies to wear the Crest Badge of their Chief as a brooch, usually on the left lapel of 
a jacket or equivalent position on a dress 
The majority of the men would not be in possession of a Clan badge or, indeed, a kilt when they were called to take part in 
either a Clan battle. 
 
PLANT BADGE:...JUNIPER - used in hats in battle so clansmen could identify each 
other 
Juniper definitions...Any evergreen shrub or tree, of the genus Juniperus and order Conif-
erae, having a conic crown, brown bark that peels in shreds, and small sharp needles 
1. any evergreen, coniferous shrub or tree of the genus Juniperus, esp. J. communis, hav-
ing cones that resemble dark-blue or blackish berries used in flavoring gin and in medicine 
as a diuretic.  
2. a tree mentioned in the Old Testament, said to be the retem. (retem: retem - n : desert shrub of Syria and Arabia having 
small white flowers; the juniper of the Old Testament 

Di Schafranek found the following on 
the Web. 
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Badge of Clan Gunn 
Explanation/Breakdown 

Issue 2 


