
SECTION 5  
 
 

THE EXTENDED FAMILY 
 
 
 

♦ Donald’s Brothers & Sisters   
  Child 1   Gavin GUNN  
  Child 2  David GUNN 
  Child 3  Margaret GUNN 
  Child 5  Murdoch GUNN / Margaret SUTHERLAND 
  Child 6  Janet GUNN / William BLYTH 
  Child 7  Alexandrina GUNN / George BREMNER 
 
 

♦ Helen’s Brothers & Sisters 
  Child 2   Benjamin BAIKIE 
   Child 8   John Calder BAIKIE 
  Child 1   Jane BAIKIE & Thomas SWANSON 
  Child 4   Georgina Calder BAIKIE & John LEYLAND 
  Child 5   Catherine BAIKIE & Captain Alexander CALDER 
  Child 6   Jemima BAIKIE & Harry GUNN 
  Child 7   Isabella BAIKIE & John SINCLAIR 
  Child 9   Magnus BAIKIE & Jane GEDDES 
  Child 10  George BAIKIE & Georgina WALLACE 
 
 

♦ The “Geddes Connection” ….John GEDDES & Jean 
HAM, and Their Family  
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THE EXTENDED FAMILY - Donald’s Brothers & Sisters 

Child 1 (G.-1.1) - Gavin GUNN (1845 - ??)  
 
• Gavin was christened in 1845 at Bower, Canisbay.  
• He may have married. 
• Flora Naylor wrote in her travel diary : “Gavin, dad’s eldest brother, no children”. 
 
 

Child 2 (G.-1.2) - David GUNN (1846 - ??) 
 
• David was born around 1846 at Auckingill (?), Canisbay.  
• Flora Naylor wrote in her travel diary : “Uncle David Gunn had 3 sons” - Peter, a Baker; Harry, 

a Coachman; George, a Baker”. 
 
 

Child 3 (G.-1.3) - Margaret (“Maggie”) GUNN (1849 - ??)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• Margaret was born around 1849 at 

Auckingill (?), Canisbay.  
• She did not marry and lived in Halkirk. 
• Helen Millar recalls : “her Aunt Marg 

Threadgold talking of her Aunt Maggie with a 
chicken farm." 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    
 
 
 
 
 

“Aunt Maggie at her farm, Halkirk” 

Margaret GUNN 
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THE EXTENDED FAMILY - Donald’s Brothers & Sisters 

Child 5 (G.-1.5) -  Murdoch GUNN (1857 - 1927) &   
Margaret SUTHERLAND  

CHRONOLOGY 
 
CODE WHO  EVENT WHEN   WHERE/COMMENT/ SOURCE 
G.-1.5 GUNN,Murdoch Born  1857   Auckingill,Canisbay.,Scotland.....IGI / Census 
    Christen. 19/12/1857 Auckingill,Canisbay.,Scotland.....IGI / Census 
    Occupation    Estate mason; Piper.....Family  
    Married  1884   .....Reg. Wick No. 28 
    Died  19/08/1927  Aged 50…..Miss Bremner 
    Buried  08/1927  Keiss Cemetery, unmarked grave.....Miss Bremner 
 SUTHERLAND,  Born  Not Known  Auckingill,Canisbay.,Scotland.....Census 
   Margaret  Died  Not Known 
    Buried  Not Known 
(Much of the information comes from a Miss Bremner, who lived at Kletten in Keiss village, aged 90, in 1988 when Bernard Thompson 
visited her. She may be a distant relation through Murdoch's younger sister Alexandrina who married George Bremner)  
 
◊ Murdoch was born in 1857 at Auckingill Canisbay,  and married Margaret SUTHERLAND 

in 1884.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MURDOCH & MARGARET GUNN - Their Family 

◊ Child 1 (G.-1.5.1.) -  Murdoch GUNN was born circa 1883. He was a crofter and fisherman. 
He married Margaret ("Maggy") GEDDES  and they had four children... 

   
 
 

G.-1.5.1. Murdoch Gunn / Margaret (“Maggie”) Geddes G.-1.5.2. Donald Gunn / Helen Mowat 
G.-1.5.3. Peter Gunn / ??......To Toronto Canada   G.-1.5.4. Bob Gunn ......To Toronto Canada 
G.-1.5.5. David William (“Willie”) Gunn     G.-1.5.6. Joe Gunn  
G.-1.5.7. Margaret (“Maggie”) Gunn / Kenneth Sutherland G.-1.5.8. Alice Gunn  
G.-1.5.9. Jessie Gunn .....To Australia ??    G.-1.5.a. Bella Gunn / ?? Davidson ?? 

Murdoch died in 1922 aged 39, and Maggy in 1952. Both are buried in the Keiss cemetery, 
2 miles south of Auckingill,  grave No. 111. Flora Naylor wrote in her diary of  her 1961 trip ...” 
At Keiss Cemetery, we found the headstones of Peter Gunn & his wife, Alexandrina Robertson & 
Murdoch Gunn (Donald's brother Murdoch's eldest son), we met  of Auckingill-Keiss”. 

• Child 1 (G.-1.5.1.1.) - Jessie Gunn  married and had one daughter. 
She died in 1993. 

• Child 2 (G.-1.5.1.2.) - Jean Gunn, married but without issue. She 
died about 1990. 

• Child 3 (G.-1.5.1.3.) - Margaret Gunn was born about 1912, was a 
widow, and lived in Inverness. 

• Child 4 (G.-1.5.1.4.) Murdoch ("Murdo") Gunn was born in 
1920. He was a joiner with the Wick District Council. He died in 
1986 shortly after he retired. His wife, Elizabeth (Betty), now 
lives at 7 Francis Street Wick. They had three children... 
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• Murdoch was an estate mason and piper at Keiss Castle. When he was young he used to 
lead all the children from school to the castle playing the pipes. He had a son, also called 
Murdoch, before he got married. After his marriage to Margaret Sutherland, they had nine 
more children. Murdoch died in 1927, aged 50, and is buried in the Keiss Cemetery - un-
marked grave. 

• The family story.....”When Murdoch’s elder brother, Donald, left for Australia they 
agreed to call their eldest son after each other”....In Australia, Donald’s eldest was called 
Murdoch, and in Scotland, Murdoch’s eldest from his marriage was called Donald. 

∗ Murdo GUNN (G.-1.5.1.4.1.), born 1949, residing in Glasgow. 
∗ Maureen GUNN (G.-1.5.1.4.2.), a teacher, born in 1951, and 

married G.N. MILLER. They had a child, Murdoch MILLER, 
residing in Glasgow.  

∗ Kathleen Margaret GUNN (G.-1.5.1.4.3.), born 1953. 



THE EXTENDED FAMILY - Donald’s Brothers & Sisters 

Child 5 - Murdoch & Margaret GUNN - Their Family 

 

  

 

"July 1951......before grandpa (Donald Gunn who married Helen Baikie) left Scotland, he and Murdoch  
promised each other that they would name their eldest sons after each other. They had apparently 
lost touch with each other for some years. Jim Waters, Jean Davies father and son-in law of Magnus 
Baikie, younger brother of Helen, arranged for Donald and  me to meet one evening. He is a dear man 
and manages a farm near Halkirk. He gave us the old family bible to take home....the names of 
grandpa's family and dates of grandpa's family and dates of birth etc are written inside. Donald and  
Helen had a big tea for us.....true Scottish hospitality......always pancakes and scones . (At that time, he 
had a sister living at  Halkirk, two in Edinburgh and one in Obon, but rarely sees them.) We met two of 
Donald's daughters, one of the sons and several grandchildren. Donald also told us to see Miss Keith of 
Thurso, sister of the sherriff of Orkney , and who had several of Donald's  brother David's paintings. So 
Jim arranged for us to visit her also.....a small lady, "somewhat eccentric", educated at Oxford and 
interested in the arts...a wonderful collection of paintings and antiques, including 4 of D.W. 
Gunn's......they are refreshing and modern." 

∗ “Helen & Donald Gunn - Bridge St., Halkirk, Caithness. 
∗ Their family :- 
  Murdoch (“Murdo”)   Helen (=”Ellen?) 
  George     Margaret 
  Robert m. Leni Swanson (??)  Alexandrina 
  William     Catherine 
∗ Donald, our cousin, named after our father, 75 years. 
∗ Told us the saying “ Sinclair-Sutherland, Keith & Gunn : never was peace where the 4 clans run”. 
∗ 09/08/61...”Jim (Waters) took us out to meet Donald Gunn in Bridge St., Halkirk. Helen Gunn, his 

wife at home, quite nice lady, but Donald at Thurso sheep sales.....Jim drove us to Thurso...found 
Donald & brought him back to meet us. He is like Dad & Gard, hale & hearty. He was grateful to 
Jim , as we were for the meeting. The dear old fellow asked me to write - “Will ye write 
sometime ?”  at our parting. I most certainly will later.” 

◊ Child 2 (G.-1.5.2.) -  Donald GUNN was born in 1884. He married Helen MOWAT in 1908 
at the West UF Manse in Wick. Donald was grieve (farm bailiff or overseer) at Banniskirk Mains 
a few miles from Halkirk, an estate owned by  the Vickers Armaments family at the time. Helen 
Miller, Flora Naylor and Murray Hill  met Donald when they visited Scotland. 

 Helen Miller wrote in her diary... 

Flora Naylor wrote in her travel diary...  

"The congratulations of their many friends go out to Mr & Mrs Donald 
Gunn, Bridge Street, Halkirk, who have just celebrated their diamond 
wedding. They were married by Rev. P.W. Clelland in the West U.F. 
Manse, Wick, on May 22, 1908. Last week's celebrations took place in 
the Commercial Hotel, Halkirk, where they were entertained by their 
family, including their great grandchildren. After supper  the toast of the 
evening was proposed  by Mr A Tait who referred to the homliness and 
hospitality which were extended to all who crossed their threshold. Mr 
Tait, on behalf of the community wished then many years of continued 
good health. 
 In replying to the toast Mr Gunn, on behalf of his wife and himself, 
thanked the members of the family and their many friends for their 
kindness. A large number of congratulary telegrams, including one from 
Her Majesty the Queen, which is greatly appreciated and will be 
treasured by the family." 

Donald and Helen  also lived at Skinnet farm for a time. Afterwards they bought a house in 
Halkirk village where he retired. On the 22nd May 1968 Donald  and Helen celebrated their 
Diamond Wedding Anniversary in Halkirk.  

Donald and Helen Gunn 
Diamond Wedding Anniversary  

Donald died in 1980 aged 86, and Helen in 1981, aged approx. 
81. Both are buried at Halkirk, as are their deceased family. 
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THE EXTENDED FAMILY - Donald’s Brothers & Sisters 

Child 5 - Murdoch & Margaret GUNN - Their Family 
◊ Child 2 - Donald & Helen GUNN - Their Family  
 • Child 1 (G.-1.5.2.1.) - Ellen GUNN, born in 1907,  married Malcolm SHEARSMITH. Ellen 

died in 1997 - her death is recorded...“Peacefully at Caithness General Hospital, Wick, on Wed 
Dec. 31 1997. Ellen Gunn,beloved wife of the late Malcolm, a dear mother and granny and great 
granny. Funeral service from St. Andrews Funeral Parlour, Olrig St., Thurso on Monday Jan. 5th 
at 1.45 pm., thereafter to the Thurso Cemetery. all friends respectfully advised. Sadly missed”.  
They had 6 children... 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• Child 2 (G.-1.5.2.2.) - Margaret GUNN, born in 1909, was a disabled spinster who worked as a 

housekeeper in Thurso. She did not marry. She died in 2001.… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• Child 3 (G.-1.5.2.3.) - Alexandrina GUNN, born in 1911, was also disabled and used a 

"zimmer" (walking frame). She never married but she had a son...  
 
 
 
 
 
 
• Child 4 (G.-1.5.2.4.) - William GUNN, born 1915,  married married Magdalena SWANSON.  
 
 
 
 
• Child 5 (G.-1.5.2.5.) - Murdo GUNN did not marry. He was deaf and dumb. 
 
• Child 6 (G.-1.5.2.6.) - Catherine GUNN  was also deaf and dumb.  
 
 
 
 
 

• Child 7 (G.-1.5.2.7.) - George MacLeod GUNN, born, 1929, had a speech problem and was 
born with one arm off at the elbow. His death notice reads "Peacefully, at Dunbar Hospital 
Thurso, on November 18, 1991, George MacLeod, beloved son of the late Donald and Helen 
Gunn and a dear brother and uncle. Funeral from his home, 50 Bridge Street, Halkirk today, 
Thursday November 21 at 2 p.m. Thereafter to Halkirk Cemetery....sadly missed."   

 
 
• Child 8 (G.-1.5.2.8.) - Francis Robert GUNN.  

∗ Child 1 (G.-1.5.2.1.1.) - Francis Robert GUNN, the son of Ellen before she married Malcolm. He 
now lives at 50 Bridge St. Halkirk (the same house his grandparents, Donald and Helen lived in ?). 
Francis did not marry. 

∗ Child 2 (G.-1.5.2.1.2.) - Diana (“Dolly”) SHEARSMITH married Alexander SMITH.  
∗ Child 3 (G.-1.5.2.1.3.) - Lena SHEARSMITH.  
∗ Child 4 (G.-1.5.2.1.4.) - Edward SHEARSMITH married Kitty FALCONER and migrated to 

Melbourne.  From Flora Naylor’s travel diary...“Grandson of Helen and Donald Gunn  = Ted and 
Margaret Shearsmith, Numurkah, Victoria. 78 years, March 1935”. 

∗ Child 5 (G.-1.5.2.1.5.) - Sandy SHEARSMITH died in Jan. 1990. 
∗ Child 6 (G.-1.5.2.1.6.) - Margaret  SHEARSMITH lived in Stockton.  

“Peacefully at  Dunbar Hospital, Thurso, on July 22. Margaret S Gunn (92 years), late of 6 Macpherson 
Walk, Thurso. Daughter  of the late Donald and Helen Gunn , Halkirk. A dear sister and aunt. Funeral 
service in Halkirk Parish Church, on Wed. July 25 at 11.45 am, thereafter to Halkirk Churchyard. All 
friends respectfully invited. Family flowers only, but donations, if desired, to Dunbar Hospital League of 
Friends”. 
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∗ Child 1 (G.-1.5.2.3.1.) - Alistair GUNN who was a joiner and married Christina 
SUTHERLAND. They have a… 

  Son, Gavin also a joiner, 
  Daughter, Gilian, a careworker.  
Alexandrina died in 1989. 

∗ Child 1 (G.-1.5.2.4.1.) - William GUNN married Beatrice and has a painting  business in 
Leeds. 

William (snr.) died of leukemia on 30th April 1954, and was buried in Halkirk.  

∗ Child 1 (G.-1.5.2.6.1.) - Donald MOWAT married Janet FRASER who is a great, great grand-
daughter of George Baikie, brother of James Baikie, Jean Davies' gt.gt. grandfather. They have a 
son, Alan MOWAT, and a daughter. 

She married William GEDDES. They had no family. . Also, according to Mrs Lena Smith, 
Catherine and William lived next door to Francis  Gunn.  



Child 5 - Murdoch & Margaret GUNN - Their Family 
 

◊ Child 3 (G.-1.5.3.) -  Peter GUNN migrated to Canada, lived in Toronto, and  had a son. He 
was a policeman and a pipe major in the police band. 

 Helen Millar  had in her possession a card with the following addresses :- 
 
  *Mr. Murdo Gunn - 306 Wellesley Street, Toronto, Canada - also F. Naylor's address book. 
  *Mr Peter Gunn - Gooder(n)ham, Ontario, Canada - also F. Naylor's address book. 
  *Mr. David Gunn - R.R.1 Maitland, Ontario, Canada. 
  *Mr & Mrs James McEwen - 7235 Laceda Boulevard APT4 Montreal, Canada.  
 
◊ Child 4 (G.-1.5.4.) -  Bob GUNN  also migrated to Canada.....a policeman in Toronto ? 
 
◊ Child 5 (G.-1.5.5.) -  David  William (“Willie”) GUNN was an artist and a teacher in 

Dunfermline. He studied in France and Italy and his work was influenced by the French in 
particular.....quite a broad style. According to Miss Keith, he was somewhat temperamental 
and unstable, but was well liked and had a lovely nature. He apparently "took a drop", and 
could not afford to live on his small teacher's salary. He died in the mid  1930's, perhaps by 
suicide (Donald said he forgot to turn the gas off). 

 
◊ Child 6 (G.-1.5.6.) -  Nothing is known of Joe. 

 
◊ Child 7 (G.-1.5.7.) -  Margaret (“Maggie”) GUNN married Kenneth SUTHERLAND who 

worked on the farm Keiss Mains. They had three children... 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
◊ Child 8 (G.-1.5.8.) -  Alice GUNN  - Nothing is known of Alice. 
 
◊ Child 9 (G.-1.5.9.) - Jessie GUNN  who, according to Miss Bremner, was born about 1896 and  

went to Australia..... She had two sons.  
 
◊ Child 10 (G.-1.5.10.)  - Bella GUNN ....married .. 
  1. Mr. Sutherland, who was killed in WW2 and had a car business in Halkirk. 
  2. Mr. Davidson who lived in Edinburgh. 
 

THE EXTENDED FAMILY - Donald’s Brothers & Sisters 
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• Child 1 (G.-1.5.7.1.) -  Robert SUTHERLAND who died before 1990. 
• Child 2 (G.-1.5.7.2.) -  Son SUTHERLAND. 
• Child 3 (G.-1.5.7.3.) -  Betty SUTHERLAND who was a teacher and ran a guest house in Ed-

inburgh. 



THE EXTENDED FAMILY - Donald’s Brothers & Sisters 
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Janet GUNN (1860  - 1944) & William BLYTH (1849 - pre 1919) 
CHRONOLOGY 

CODE WHO  EVENT WHEN   WHERE / COMMENT / SOURCE 
G-6.1. GUNN, Janet  Born  18/05/1860 “Daughter of Peter Gunn, farmer, and Alexandrina Robertson at Auckin-
gill,         Canisbay, County of Caithness” .....Certificate 
       Married  07/11/1892 “William Blyth, Widower, Railway Surfaceman, 43, James Place Dunferm
        line, to Janet Gunn, Spinster, Domestic Servant, Baldridgeburn  
        Dunfermline…..Certificate 
    Emigrated 21/06/1919 On ship SS Massilia from Glasgow to Boston; “Aged 58; Housewife;  
        Maiden-name Gunn; Height 5’3”; Eyes Gray; Colour of hair Gray; Com 
        plexion Dark”...Passport  /  Passenger List 
    Occupation   Domestic Servant; Housewife......Marr. Cert. / Passport 
    Residence(s)   Baldridgeburn, Dunfermline.....Marr. Cert. 
        Newburyport; Hyde Park, Massachusetts…..Family 
    Died  1944  .....Family 
    Buried    Mount Hope Cemetery, Hyde Park, Massachusetts......Family 
  BLYTH, William Born  1849  ....Marr. Cert. 
    Married  (1) Not known 
      (2) 07/11/1892 
      Occupation   Railway Surfaceman.....Marr. Cert. 
    Residence   43 James Place Dunfermline….Marr. Cert. 
        74 Appin Crescent, Dunfermline….Birth Cert. Of daughter 
    Died  Pre 1919 Janet emigrated on her own....Family 
    Buried  Pre 1919 Perhaps Dunfermline.....Family 

◊ We can piece together the following about Janet and William… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
◊ Janet & William BLYTH - Their Family 
  -G.1.6.1. Alexandrina Robertson (“Ella”) BLYTH / Sinclair Bain  Simpson (“Steve”) BLACK 
   -G.1.6.1.1. John Sinclair (“Jack”) BLACK / Barabara 
    -G.1.6.1.1.1. Scott BLACK 
   -G.1.6.1.2. Janet Alexandra (“Jean”) BLACK / Les CREASER 
    -G.1.6.1.2.1.  Bruce CREASER / Peggy 
    -G.1.6.1.2.2.  Gregg CREASER / Roxanne 
    -G.1.6.1.2.3.  Brett CREASER 
   -G.1.6.1.3.  (1) Robert Bruce (“Bob”) BLACK  / Carol PARKER 
    -G.1.6.1.3.1.  Douglas Andrew BLACK / Tonya MERRILL 
     -G.1.6.1.3.1.1.  Robert James BLACK 
     -G.1.6.1.3.1.2.  Kyle Charles BLACK 
    -G.1.6.1.3.2.  Joann M. BLACK  / Manuel CERQUEIRA 

Janet Blyth 11/11/1938 
With grandchildren, John & Janet 

• Janet was born in 1860 at Auckingill, Canisbay. 
• Prior to her marriage Janet was a domestic servant, living 

at Baldridgeburn, Dunfermline.  
• William was born in 1849. 
• William’s occupation was “railway surfaceman”. 
• Janet and William married in 1892 at Dunfermline. Wil-

liam was a widower.  
• One of their children, Alexandra Robertson (“Ella”), was born 

in 1893 at Dunfermline. 
• William probably died at Dunfermline, prior to Janet emi-

grating with her daughter Ella . 
• Janet (aged 58) and Ella (aged 25) migrated to America on 

the ship SS Massilia, from Glasgow to Boston in 1919. 
• Janet died in 1944 and was buried at the Mount Hope 

Cemetery, Hyde Park, Massachusetts. 

A big thank you to Carol Avery, and Douglas and Tonya Black 
for much of the information regarding this family. 



THE EXTENDED FAMILY - Donald’s Brothers & Sisters 

Child 6  - Janet &  William BLYTH - Their Family  

Ella as a young girl 

◊ Child 1 (G.-6.1.1.) - Alexandrina Robertson (“Ella”) BLYTH (1893 –1964) & Sinclair 
Simpson Bain (“Steve”) BLACK (1889-1936) 

CHRONOLOGY 
CODE WHO  EVENT WHEN   WHERE / COMMENT / SOURCE 
G-6.1.1. BLYTH, Alexandrina Born  21/07/1893 “At 74 Appin Crescent, Dunfermline, Father William Blyth, Railway Sur 
    Robertson      faceman, Mother Janet Gunn, married 07/11/1892 at Dunfermline…..Cert. 
         Emigrated 21/06/1919 On ship SS Massilia from Glasgow to Boston; “Aged 25; Drapery Assis 
        tant; Born Dunfermline 23/07/1893”...Passport  /  Passenger List 
    Married    USA......Family 
    Naturalized 24/06/1935 Aged 41; “Female, White, Medium complexion, Gray eyes, Brown-gray  
        hair, 5’3”” height, 140 pounds, Married”; ”Residing at 7 Elm St., Boston,  
        Hyde Park”...Certificate 
    Occupation   Drapery Assistant......Passport 
    Residence(s)   9 Rose Crescent, Dunfermline….Calling Card 
        7 Elm St., Boston, Hyde Park, Massachusetts 
        ....Naturalization Certificate / Flora Naylor’s &  Helen Millar’s address book 
    Died  31/10/1964 Boston....Flora Naylor’s address book / Family 
    Buried  ??/11/1964 Mount Hope Cem., Hyde Park, Massachusetts (Beside Janet)......Family 
  BLACK, Sinclair Born  18/06/1889 “At Townhill, Dunfermline, Father Richard Black Chimney Can Maker,  
   Simpson Bain      Mother Wilhelmina, nee Bain married 13/02/1879, Kirkaldy. .....Certificate 
    Naturalized 08/11//1919 Aged 30, single….Certificate 
    War Service 23/09/1917 -  15/01/1920….Certificate 
      Occupation   Machinist.....Family 
    Died  13/12/1936 ....Family 
    Buried  ??/12/1936 Mount Hope Cem., Hyde Park, Massachusetts (Beside Janet).....Family 

Ella was born in 1893 at Dunfermline, Scotland. Prior to her emigrating , she was a drapery 
assistant, living at Dunfermline.  

In 1919, aged 25, she emigrated with her mother, Janet to America on the ship SS 
Massilia, from Glasgow to Boston. Helen Millar  recalls… 

"Aunt Marg Threadgold corresponded with Ella Black (nee Blyth) as long as I can remember. She went to 
America with her parents and Mr Black followed her and married her…..From memory, I think that June 
Nelmes (Hince) told me that her mother stayed with them before they went to America ...The mother of June 
Hince grew up with Ella's family until they went to America." 
 

Steve was born in 1889, also at Dunfermline,  his parents being Richard Black, a Chimney 
Can Maker, and mother  Wilhelmina, nee Bain, married 13/02/1879, at Kirkaldy. 
In 1917, aged 31 and single, he enlisted at Boston, Massachusetts, in the United States Army, serv-
ing in France as a “Machinist Helper”. 
 
From his Enlistment record… 

“Excellent character; service honest and faithful; no absence; gray eyes, brown hair, ruddy complexion, 5’8” in 
height; arrived in France Dec. 1917; received wounds Sept. 1918; arrived in United States Nov. 1918; honora-

bly discharged Jan. 1920; condition when discharged was poor”. 
In Sept. 1918, Steve received a letter from his mother, Thistle Street Dunferm-
line… 

Ella as a young lady 

Sinclair as a young man 

“My dear Sinclair, Its long since i had a letter from you i hop you 
are well I am very anxious to know about you I know you would 
writ if you had the chance 
But are you well if I only could know i would fell happy  If i only 
got a ?? to let me know    
Well i sent you a letter on 31st august and som cigarettes did 
you get them - I got 2 letters from you after you returned from 
the firing line i have been expecting you hom on furlough how 
happy we would all be if you could only com to see us  Archie 
Wood is in france - he may be in the firing line by this time - he 
is in the Camerons (with kilt) his father is very ill I saw his 
mother today she was crying very much about all his trubles - I 
feel very sorry for her - nearly every one has some  

sorrow i had a letter from Bessie today they are all well she  got uour photoWillie is always at 
hom  Father is back to work again he was 5 weeks 2 days  off work  it was a lot of money lost  
But I am  accustamant to him being idle i had another viset of that man Philp for that 3-15-0 
he is determined to have it he has tried many ways But he has not got it yet i know he only 
wants it for his own pocket he wants to frighten me with all kinds of stories  But the wash 
house is not finished yet work men is carse But they made it deasent to wash in i have had 
no letter from Maggie or Angie for a long time 
Well dear its getting late i am keeping better this last few days now my dear Sinclair put your 
trust in God  he will help you take care of you be with you in all danger trust to God Dear and 
we will meet in this world yet good night with a prayer you are well your ever loving mother 
Mina xxxxxx”    
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THE EXTENDED FAMILY - Donald’s Brothers & Sisters 

Child 6  - Janet &  William BLYTH - Their Family  
◊ Child 1 -  Ella & Steve BLACK  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 •  Child 1 (G.-6.1.1.1.) -  John Sinclair (“Jack”) BLACK (1924-1982) & Barbara 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

◊ Child 1 -  Ella & Steve BLACK  - Their Family 

∗ John was born 02/10/1924 in Boston. He served in the U.S. Army during World War 
11. In a letter from from Mary Threadgold to her mother.(13/05/1945)… 

 
 
 
 
 
 
∗ After the war he went to Washington State. 
∗ He did marry an English girl , Barbara, and they had one son, Scott. They subsequently 

divorced. Barbara remarried in Hawaii, and moved back to England.  
∗ John died on 17/09/1982 in , Port Angeles, Washington State.   

∗ Ella and Sinclair lived at 7 Elm 
Street, Hyde Park 36, Massa-
chussets. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

∗ They corresponded with their Australian cousins, Flora Naylor and Marg 
Threadgold. 

 
 
 
 

”...the snaps of Jean were excellent - she is certainly growing most 
attractive. I must write her again - I believe it is my turn again. Both she 
and Jean Waters are prompt correspondents. Can just imagine how 
worried Ella must have over poor Jack although now the war in 
Europe is over, she will be relieved to a certain extent...”. 

John Black 1946 

The home in Hyde Park 

Ella and John 
Sinclair and Jean 

13/04/1945 - Letter from Bob & Ella Black, 7 Elm Street, Hyde Park, Mass....”I just had a card 
from Jack so far as I know he is safe and well. He and his company had a Presidential Citation 
from General Eisenhower after they crossed the Rhine. I just keep hoping and praying that he will 
come thro safe. I had Jean home for the Easter weekend and she was fine. I think she gets a little 
homesick once in a while. If she was nearer she could get home more often....I’m having that 
cousin M (?) Gunn from Montreal down for a visit soon. She can’t get home yet - I was hoping she 
would get this year as her youngest son is coming home this fall : he has been in this war 5 years. 
She loves America and really enjoys her visits here. She would rather be here than in Canada, but 
they are better off in Canada in the food line, than we are, we can’t get much of anything now in the 
meat line. Bobby and I are going down to Newburyport (??) Sunday as Joan’s boy has to go into the 
service next Friday, so I would like to see him before he goes. He is married and has a little son...”. 
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Sinclair and Jean 

THE EXTENDED FAMILY - Donald’s Brothers & Sisters 

Child 6  - Janet &  William BLYTH - Their Family  
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◊ Child 1 -  Ella & Sinclair BLACK  - Their Family 

• Child 2 (G.-6.1.1.2.) -  Janet Alexandra (“Jean”) BLACK (1926-) & Les CREASER 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Child 3 (G.-6.1.1.3.) -  Robert Bruce (“Bob”) BLACK (1932-1990) & 
Carol PARKER 

*Jean was born in 1926, at Boston.. 
*She corresponded with her Australian cousin, Mary Threadgold... 

07/05/1935 - Letter  from Jean (8 years old - 7 Elm Street, Hyde Park ) to Margaret’s daughter, 
Mary  Threadgold. 
08/02/1943 - Another letter from Jean (16 years old - Massachusetts Institute of Technology ), to 
Mary ….”Dear Cousin Mary. We had a nice letter from your mother telling us that you were in the 
Women’s Army. How exciting for you ! You’re lucky in a way because as much as I’d like to serve 
my country, we can’t join until we’re 21 and by the time I’m that old, I hope the war will be finished. 
Do you ever happen to meet Helen or Margaret Carter ? Helen writes to a girl in Hyde Park that 
mother thought would have lots in common with her as she is a teacher. 
There were quite a few Hyde Park fellows in Australia but have moved elsewhere. Did you ever 
happen to meet any from around Boston ? 
I will graduate from High School in June, but due to the war, we have been allowed to do de-
fense work and still get our diploma as long as we keep the job. I’m doing stenography work at 
the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, a college for engineers. I like it very much as it has 
just started and everyone is so friendly. 
Jack will graduate in June, but he is 18 and registered for the draft, so he may be called before 
June. They give all the boys who join up or are drafted, their diploma. 
You will no doubt be enjoying the warm summer breeze while we freeze over here. We had a bad 
snowstorm last week but it is gradually melting. I can’t wait for spring to come. 
Donald must be quite a young man. Many boys over here would be envious of him as it is quite diffi-
cult to get into the Air Corps over here and you must be over 18. 
We are just beginning to realize the effect of the war. Sugar was the first thing to be rationed, 
then coffee, and today it was announced that shoes were to be rationed. Next week a new ration 
book will be issued, and no doubt a lot more will be rationed. I think it is a good plan because every-
one will get their share and no hoarding will be allowed. 
I hope you will find time, Mary, to write and tell me all about your work. Now that I am older, I would 
like to keep in touch with my cousins, especially now since the war has brought us closer. 
I trust this will find you well and happy and we all send our best wishes for your success. Your lov-
ing cousin, Janet Black (Jean)” 

*Jean and Les were married at Hyde Park, Massachusetts. 
*Les was a Sales Representative for Philco / RCA, Radio and Television. 
*Jean and Les divorced and Janet moved to Phoenix Arizona.  
*Jean was visited by Gavin and Greta Martin in Phoenix Arizona, in 1979. She showed Gavin 
their Family Bible.  
*Jean died in Arizona in 1980. She was cremated and ashes scattered in Vermont. 
*Jean and Les’ Family, with the latest known address (1983) …. 

∗ Child 1 ...Bruce and Peggy CREASER...215 Gable Way, Roswell, Georgia 
20076.  

∗ Child 2 ...Gregg & Roxane CREASER...Surveying Engineer, residing 2116 
W. Garden , Temple, Arizona 85282  

∗ Child 3 ...Brett CREASER...University student, 1865 E. Broadway, Appt. 
113, Temple, Arizona, 85282  

*Bob was born on 14/04/1932, in Boston, MA. 
*Carol was born on 06/01/1935 in Boston, MA.. 
*Bob was a Dental Technician, and Carol a Secretary for the 
Visiting Nurses Association. 

Janet Alexandra Black, 1943 
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Child 6 - Janet & William BLYTH  
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◊ Child 1 -  Ella & Sinclair BLACK  - Their Family 

◊ Child 2 -  Dora BLYTH & Chester SAVAGE 

• Child 3 - Bob & Carol BLACK 

*Bob and Carol married 07/10/1955, at Hyde Park, MA.   
*They lived at at 264 Oak Street Randolph, Boston, Massachusets. 
 
*They corresponded with Marg THREADGOLD, Flora NAYLOR and Helen MILLAR. 
 
*Bob and Carol were visited by Gavin and Greta MARTIN, 1979 in Boston. Carol still 
corresponds with Gavin Martin. Their daughter, Robyn MARTIN also stayed with Bob and Carol 
in 1978. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Bob and Carol’s Family... 
 Child 1  Douglas Andrew BLACK  
    Born 12/08/1963, Milton, Massachusetts. 
    Tonya born 30/05/1967, Alexanderia, Los Angeles 
    Married Tonya MERRILL, 03/08/1991. 
    Doug is a self-employed telephone technician, and Tonya a “stay at home  
       mum that does all Doug’s office work”  
    Reside Derry, New Hampshire. 
    Children Robert James born 28/03/1995. 
      Kyle Charles born  17/03/1997. 
 Child 2  Joann M. BLACK   
    Born 04/12/1968, Boston, Massachusetts. 
    Manuel born 08/10/1968, Vale Portugal      

   
 Marr ied Manuel 
(“Manny”) CERQUEIRA, 
19/05/1990 . 
   
 Manuel is an elec-
tronics teacher, and Joann 
a medical laboratory techni-
cian. 
   
 R e s i d e 
Massachusetts . 
   
 Children T w i n 

Bob & Carol Black 1955 
Bob 1952 

     Bob, Joann, Robyn Douglas 

Carol & Bob  

 Kyle, Tonya, Robert, Doug 

All we know at this stage is that Dora married Chester of Rowley, Essex County, Massachusetts. 



THE EXTENDED FAMILY - Donald’s Brothers & Sisters 

Child 7 (G.-1.7) - Alexandrina GUNN  & George BREMNER  

◊ Alexandrina was born in 1864 at Auckengill and married George Bremner in about 
1894. They lived in the mountains where George worked on the railways to keep snow off 
the railway lines. However the roads were cut off  for up to six months of a year;  so the 
children went to a large house close by where a room was lent for the children to be taught 
some lessons. The family was very poor.  

Alexandrina & George BREMNER - Their Family 

◊ Child 1 (G.-1.7.1.) - Alexand(e)rina (Ina) BREMNER   was born in 1895 in Wick. She lived 
in Edinburgh, married but had no children (?). Her younger sister, Annie, referred to her 
husband as a typical gentleman  and quite "well off." 

 
◊ Child 2 (G.-1.7.2.) - Mary BREMNER  was born in 1896 in Wick and married Harry 

MARSHALL and lived in Dunfermline. They had at least one son, Harry (“ a tough guy”), 
who was in the army. They had a very hard life. June Hince's family stayed there while she 
was a child during the war after their home was bombed.  Mary may have married twice.  

 
◊ Child 3 (G.-1.7.3.) - George BREMNER was born in 1897 in Wick. He was killed in World 

War 1 ( in the Air Force ?) . He was not married. 
 
◊ Child 4 (G.-1.7.4.) - Peter BREMNER was born in 1897 in Wick and married Agnes. They 

lived and died in Dunfermline. He was an artist, but was very poor (so poor, that he used to 
draw on both sides of the paper). Some of his 
pictures tell the story of Dunfermline as he 
walked a lot around the area. June Hince 
has some of his paintings which she has 
framed and put them in her dining room.  
She loves the sketches even more so, as 
her twin, James, looked like Peter, 
especially his hair and eye colouring.There 
were two children - June thinks there was a 
daughter.   
 
 
 

Some of Peter’s 
paintings (held by 

June Hince) 

Agnes and Peter BREMNER 

One of Peter’s paintings - “Backie 
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THE EXTENDED FAMILY - Donald’s Brothers & Sisters 

Child 7 - Alexandrina & George BREMNER - Their Family 

 

◊ Child 5 (G.-1.7.5.) - Annie Barneston BREMNER  was born in 1899 and went from Wick, 
very much “self taught” to Edinburgh to earn her living at Crawford Biscuit factory. During 
World War 1 she worked making ammunition and mustard gas...her nails and hair went 
yellow.....Called "Canaries". There she met and later married, in 1927  Charles NELMES in 
Edinburgh. He was born in Gloucester in 1902, but his mother died when he was two, so his 
granny brought him up, but not very well. Eventually he ran off and joined the Royal Marines, 
Plymouth Division. He loved the Royal Marines, whom in turn were good to the family : he was 

a very handsome, athletic and hard working man man, but perhaps he 
should have "stayed single", for they moved around a lot until he came out 
of the marines, and he was very hard on his three children due to military 
discipline.  During World War 11, the family lived in Plymouth as his 
division was stationed there. However, it was bombed very heavily and 
they lost their home, so they (Annie and her children  Charles, June and 
James) went to stay with Aunt Mary in Dunfermline near Edinburgh......a 
long and frightening train journey, because they had to keep stopping 
because of the air raids. Even at Dunfermline, the Germans tried to bomb 
the Firth of Forth Bridge, and June was machine gunned while picking 
potatoes. However it was overcrowded there, so they moved to  Charles' 
sister and husband's cottage (who were moving out) , at Hicksgate, near 
Keynsham Bristol. The cottage had no water, electricity or gas, and an 
outdoor toilet  - not much more than a hovel. They then moved to a house 
in Keynsham until Charles came home. The whole family then moved back 
to the cottage for a few years, with Charles working for a farmer. However, 
whilst working, Charles had an accident and cut off two of his toes, thus 
making it very difficult to do his work - so he was sacked and the family 
evicted from the cottage - Annie unsuccessfully went to the Bristol Court as 
the farmer said he wanted the cottage for another worker (in actual fact he 
modernised it and lived in it himself). So Annie kept her name on the 
Keynsham Council Housing List and they moved  to Keynsham where 
Charles worked making buses. Annie died in 1956 of coronary 
thrombosis, so June looked after Charles and his home for twenty years 
until his death from cancer in 1979. Charles, Annie, along with their third 
child, James are buried in one plot in the Keynsham Cemetery.  
◊  

Annie and Charles NELMES - Their Family 
Charles and Annie NELMES 

Annie Barneston 

• Child 1 (G.-1.7.5.1.) - Charles NELMES  was born at Devonport, England in 1927. He married 
Mary SMITH at St. Mary’s Church (where their two daughters also were married), Timsbury, Bath 
in 1953. 

Charles Nelmes      Jim Nelmes     Charles Nelmes   Mary Smith     Bridesmaid        Mr. Smith 
        June Hince  Anne Nelmes        Mrs. Smith  

Page 325 



THE EXTENDED FAMILY - Donald’s Brothers & Sisters 

Child 7 - Alexandrina & George BREMNER - Their Family 

◊ Child 5 - Annie & Charles NELMES - Their Family 

• Child 1 - Charles & Mary NELMES - Their Family 

 

Mary Nelmes        Dennis Hince     June Hince Charles Nelmes   
Oct 2000 

Lorna  Cleaves  June Hince    Annette Jelley 

Peter Cleaves June Hince Henry Jelley Alice Jelley 
              Mathew Cleaves Richard Jelley       June Hince   Alan Cleaves 

• Child 2 (G.-1.7.5.2.) - June NELMES & Dennis HINCE 

Dennis and June Hince 

∗ Child 1 - Annette NELMES (G.-1.7.5.1.1.) married Richard JELLEY, and had twins, Henry  and 
Alice, born in 1990. Richard was a carpenter, but now is an invalid and unable to work. 

∗ Child 2 - Lorna NELMES (G.-1.7.5.1.2.) married Alan CLEAVES, and had two children - Peter, 
born in 1990, and Mathew, born in 1992. Lorna did  secretarial work, and Alan computing. 
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THE EXTENDED FAMILY - Donald’s Brothers & Sisters 

Child 7 - Alexandrina & George BREMNER - Their Family 
◊ Child 5 - Annie & Charles NELMES - Their Family 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Child ?? (G.-1.??) - Peter GUNN  

 
All we know is that Flora Naylor wrote in her travel diary : “Peter as one of Donald’s brothers”. 

 

◊ Child (??) - Alexanderina (??)....we are not absolutely sure about Alexanderina born 1902.  

◊ Child 6 (G.-1.7.6.)  - Elizabeth (“Liz”) BREMNER  was born in 1904. She  married and went 
to live in London where her husband was in the army. They later divorced. They had two 
children, a boy and girl. Liz stayed with June Hince when Annie Barneston died, but then 
returned to London. 

• Child 2 - June who lives  with husband Dennis HINCE Keynsham  Bristol, also holds 
a special place in our tree - she has provided just so much information on our distant 
Gunn cousins. She and Malcolm correspond regularly. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Child 3 (G.-1.7.5.3.) - James William NELMES (1930 - 1993)    

"I met Dennis at a dance (I went dancing whenever I could) at Bath when he was celebrating 
the end of his two years in the R A S C (Royal Army Service Corps). We liked each other, so 
we started dating, got engaged when we were twenty one and married when we were twenty 
four. We started married life sharing a rented  house owned by the local Council. After a year 
we were allocated a two bedroom house of our own. Normally, as we had no children, we 
would not have got one, but because Dennis worked for Frys Chocolate (now Cadburys), he 
was given points as the Fry company was an assett to Keynsham and employed 4,000 people 
then (now it is about 1,000). We eventually bought our own house.   
I had several jobs before going to Frys to work in the factory. I hated that, so I left and worked 
in shops. Eventually, however, I went back to Frys in the office block, where I stayed until I 
retired, aged fifty five. The company was paying people to go, so I thought it was right for me 
as I had worjed hard all my life. 
Dennis started working in the Cocoa Department and worked his way up to become a shift 
manager. This meant a lot of very hard work for him and he had to do a management  course 
in between working shifts to obtain his position. He ended his career where he started - in the 
chocolate making department, while in between he worked in various departments, so he had 
a good knowledge of all the processes involved in the making of chocolate. So at age fifty 
eight, when the opportunity came along to retire, Dennis took it - like me, we thought it a very 
good idea to be able to be together as shift work meant we did not see much of each other. 
So our lifestyle thoroughly changed dramatically - Dennis took up golf, which he thoroughly 
enjoys, and I started to learn the piano. I also went back into the Church of England at a tiny 
church called St. Francis, where I am happy and have made lots of new friends plus found new 
talents I was not aware of like reading the lessons, intercessary prayers etc. I am also a great 
animal lover as they are God's creatures as much as we are." 

James was born in 1930 at Plymouth. He and June are twins. He turned twenty one while he 
was in the army fighting in Korea !! Some birthday. In one battle, his tank was hit and he was 
blind and deaf for three weeks, as well as his nerves were quite bad. Whenever he was ill after 
that, he always had terrible nightmares of being back there. He was a very hard worker doing 
various jobs after the army, but found it hard to settle down.  He married Margaret WOODS, 
from Scotland, at a Registry Office, Bath. They settled in Keynsham for a while when their first 
daughter, Josephine was born in Bristol. They then returned to Dumfermline where Margaret’s 
parents had a hotel. Their second daughter, Marion who later became a concert pianist, was 
born soon after. James at first worked at the Rosyth Dock Yards and then at the hotel when 
Margaret’s father contacted cancer. He not only worked at the hotel, but also to take care of 
Mr. Woods. Margaret trained to become a teacher, with considerable help from James. 
However James and Margaret divorced, James came back to Keynsham, and contact was lost 
with the children. James died in 1993 from cancer in the Royal United Hospital in Bath and 
was buried with his parents in the Keynsham Cemetery.  
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THE EXTENDED FAMILY - Helen’s Brothers & Sisters 

The two children who died relatively young  
 

 

Child 8 (B.-1.8) - John Calder BAIKIE (1868 -1885) 
 

CHRONOLOGY 
 
CODE WHO  EVENT WHEN   WHERE / COMMENT / SOURCE 
B.-1.6. BAIKIE, John  Born  30/06/1868 West Mey, Canisbay,Scot.....IGI 
    Calder   Occupation   Not Known  
    Residence(s)   West Mey, Canisbay,Scot. 
    Died  17/10/1885 Not Known.....MI 
    Buried  ??/10/1885 Canisbay Churchyard (No. 50).....MI. 

 
 
◊ John Calder was born in 1868 at West Mey, Canisbay. 
 
◊ He died in 1885, aged 17. 

Child 2 (B.-1.2.) - Benjamin BAIKIE (1856-1877) 
 

CHRONOLOGY 
CODE WHO  EVENT WHEN   WHERE / COMMENT / SOURCE 
B.-1.2. BAIKIE, Benjamin Born  19/10/1856 West Mey, Canisbay,Scot......IGI  
     Occupation   Seaman.....Family  
    Residence(s)   West Mey, Canisbay.....Family  
    Died  07/03/1877 Drowned in the Bay of Biscay, from ship "Southern Cross"....Family 
    Buried  07/03/1877 At sea.....Family 
 

◊ Benjamin was born in 1856 at West Mey, Canisbay. 
◊ Benjamin Baikie holds a very special place in our family tree. According to Flora Naylor 

and Margaret Threadgold, Benjamin Baikie and Donald Gunn were on the same ship, the 
"Southern Cross". In 1877, Benjamin was washed overboard in the Bay of Biscay and was 
drowned, aged 21. On returning home, Donald is said to have gone to the Baikie household 
to express his sympathies to the family. This is where he met Helen, who was very fond of 
Benjamin.....see the story "Early Days" of  Donald and Helen. 
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Child 1 (B.-1.1) - Jane (“Jeannie”) BAIKIE (1855-1902)  &  
Thomas SWANSON (1848-1881) 

 
CHRONOLOGY 

CODE WHO  EVENT WHEN   WHERE / COMMENT / SOURCE 
B.-1.1. BAIKIE, Jane  Born  05/03/1855 Mey, Canisbay,Caithness,Scotland.....Family Bible / Birthday Book   
    Married  07/02/1879 West Mey, Canisbay.....Family Bible   
    Occupation   Dressmaker.....Family  
    Residence(s)   Tang Head (?), 39 Gardner St., Patrick, Glasgow.....Family 
    Died  28/02/1902 39 Gardner St., Patrick, Glasgow.....Family 
    Buried  ??/??/1902 Dunbarton near Glasgow or Dunnett.....Family 
 SWANSON, Thomas Born  18/08/1848 .....Family Bible  
      Occupation   Sea Captain; Master Mariner.....Family 
    Died  ??/11/1881 He & all hands, including his nephew ??, lost at sea on the schooner  
        Janet Sinclair on the voyage Alloa to Shetland.....Family / Tombstone 
    Buried  ??/11/1881 At sea...memorial tombstone at Dunnett Churchyard....Family  
 

 

THE EXTENDED FAMILY - Helen’s Brothers & Sisters   

Key events for Thomas & 
Jeannie :- 

1848  Thomas born, his parents Thomas Swanson and Marjory Bain. 
1855  Jeannie born at Mey, Canisbay, Caithness. 
1875  James Swanson, Thomas’ half brother, dies at sea on the schooner “Lizzie”. 
1879  Thomas and Jeannie marry at West Mey, Canisbay. May have started their married life at Tang Head 
  Son, Thomas, born at West Mey (His father probably away at sea ). 
1881  (Oct.)   Son, James Baikie born at Castletown, Olrig. 
  (Nov.)  Thomas dies, aged 33 : “and all hands” (probably including his nephew), lost at sea on  
    the schooner “Janet Sinclair” on the voyage Alloa to Shetland. 
1891  Youngest son, James, dies aged 9. 
??  Jeannie goes to Glasgow to make a living as a dressmaker...lives at 39 Gardner St., Patrick.  
1902  Jeannie, aged 47, dies at Glasgow....buried at Dunbarton, Glasgow  or Dunnett. 

The Swanson Maritime Connections are worth repeating here 
JOHN SWANSON............THOMAS SWANSON........................................JAMES SWANSON 
(1760-pre 1858)  (1800-1874)     (1834-1876) 
Farmer.   Master mariner, crofter , fisherman.   Died at sea off Thurso on schooner "Lizzie" owned by Mrs 
 |    |      Janet Swanson. (On Govt. Register till 1922.) 
 |    |      | 
JANET SINCLAIR  1)MARGARET CALDER   JANET SINCLAIR      
          
   *BROTHER CAPT. GEORGE SINCLAIR 
     (1845-1913)..."The Bailie". 
     Owner "Janet Sinclair","Lizzie", "Sunshine" & "Henry        Florence". 
         
          *SISTER ELIZABETH SINCLAIR 
           Married Donald Jack (1833-c1905) Captain "Sunshine". 
           
    2)MARJORY BAIN.............................................THOMAS SWANSON 
         *(1848-1881) 
 *Died at sea, Alloa to Shetland on schooner "Janet     Sinclair". 
   (Govt. list of wrecks = “Captain T Swanson”). 
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John SWANSON marr. Janet SINCLAIR 
 (1) Elspet SWANSON 
 (2) William SWANSON 
 (3) James SWANSON 
 (4) Isobel SWANSON 
 (5) Jean SWANSON 
 (6) Sinclair SWANSON 
 (7) Thomas SWANSON marr.  (1) Margaret CALDER  
  (7.1) Susanna SWANSON 
  (7.2) John SWANSON 
  (7.3) Alexander SWANSON 
  (7.4) Janet SWANSON 
  (7.5) James SWANSON 
     (2) Marjory BAIN 
  (7.6) Jane SWANSON 
  (7.7) Thomas SWANSON marr. Jane BAIKIE 
 (8) Janet SWANSON 

We also have an extensive Tree for this family, 
supplied by Ian Aitchison, UK, the basis of which...

Memorial Card for James Swanson 
 (Thomas’ half brother) 



THE EXTENDED FAMILY - Helen’s Brothers & Sisters 

Child 1 - Jeannie  & Thomas SWANSON  
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From The Family Bible 

In the Baikie Family Bible in :”Deaths” - an entry 
next to Thomas Swanson “Left Alloa, never heard 

of again, 1881” 

Thomas 
Swanson 

Thomas and Jeannie Swanson 

James Swanson 
Erected by JANET SINCLAIR in 
memory of her beloved husband, 
JAMES SWANSON, shipmaster 
Castletown, who died at sea near 

Thurso aboard the schooner 
Lizzie, 14th April 1875, aged 40 

years. 
 

Janet Swanson 
Also their daughter JANET 

SWANSON, born 9th November 
1860. Died Castletown 25th 

December 1860. 

Thomas Swanson & Margaret Calder  
Erected by his family in memory of their 

dearly beloved father, THOMAS 
SWANSON who died at Skarfskerry 

11th Jan. 1874, aged 72 years, and their 
mother MARGARET CALDER, who 

died 1837, aged 37 years. 
 

Thomas Swanson / James B. 
Swanson 

In memory of her loving husband 
THOMAS SWANSON, shipmaster, who 
was lost with the schooner Janet Sinclair 

on a voyage from Alloa to Shetland in 
1881, aged 33 years. Also his nephew 

and all hands. 
Also in memory of JAMES B. 

SWANSON the beloved son of the 
above Captain Swanson, who died 25th 

May 1891, aged 9 years. 

Swanson Gravesites at Dunnett Cemetery 

Thomas Swanson’s Memorial Card 
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Child 1 - Jeannie  & Thomas SWANSON - Their Family 
B.-1.1.1. Thomas SWANSON / Myra Beatrice KNIGHT.....Emigrated to South Australia. 
 B.-1.1.1.1.  Thomas Baikie SWANSON / Marjorie Ella ADAMS.....To South Yarra, Victoria 
  B.-1.1.1.1.1.  Thomas John Baikie SWANSON / Mary Anne MITCHELL......To Nedlands, West.Aust 
   B.-1.1.1.1.1.1.  Anne Christina  SWANSON / Matthew RICKER...To Hawthorn East, Victoria 
    B.-1.1.1.1.1.1.1.  Phoebe Ella RICKER 
   B.-1.1.1.1.1.2.  Elizabeth SWANSON….To Antwerp, Belgium 
  B.-1.1.1.1.2.  Andrew Baikie SWANSON / Jean BOND.....To USA. 
  B.-1.1.1.1.3.  Catherine Baikie SWANSON / Craig Dunstan EBELING…..To Toorak, Victoria 
   B.-1.1.1.1.3.1.  Carolyn Alice EBELING 
   B.-1.1.1.1.3.2.  Richard Dunstan EBELING 
 B.-1.1.1.2.  Angus Yorke SWANSON / Rhoda Valma THOMPSON…..To Buderim, Queensland 
  B.-1.1.1.2.1.  Geoffrey Neil  SWANSON…..To Malvern, Victoria 
  B.-1.1.1.2.2.  Jennifer Anne SWANSON 
 B.-1.1.1.3.  James Baikie (Jim) SWANSON / Nancy Howard BURGESS 
  B.-1.1.3.1.1. David Baikie SWANSON / Ann Louise FOX 
   B.-1.1.1.3.1.1.  Rebecca FOX / Karl HOMBSCH 
   B.-1.1.1.3.1.2.  Leah Ann FOX 
  B.-1.1.1.3.2.  James Howard SWANSON / Susan Joy RANDELL 
   B.-1.1.1.3.2.1.  Thomas Michael SWANSON 
   B.-1.1.1.3.2.2.  Samuel James SWANSON 
  B.-1.1.1.3.3.  Mary Alice SWANSON / Jeffrey Francis ALISON…..To Brighton, Victoria 
   B.-1.1.1.3.3.1.  Eloise Cate ALISON 
   B.-1.1.1.3.3.2.  Genevieve Frances ALISON 
   B.-1.1.1.3.3.3.  Hugh Charles ALISON 
B.-1.1.2. James Baikie SWANSON  
 
◊ Child 1 (B.-1.1.1.) - Thomas SWANSON (1879 - 1955) / Myra Beatrice KNIGHT (1885 - 1973) 

CHRONOLOGY 
CODE WHO  EVENT WHEN   WHERE / COMMENT / SOURCE 
B.-1.1.1. SWANSON, Thomas Born  20/11/1879 Mey, Canisbay, Caithness, Scotland.....Family Bible 
       Married  05/06/1907 St. Augustine’s Church, Unley, South Aust......Family 
    Occupation   Warehouseman; Commercial Traveller......Family 
    Residence(s)   Migrated to Aust.; Arrived in Adelaide on the Suevic in 03/11/1903..Family 
        Broken Hill; 6 Price Ave., Lower Mitcham, Adelaide, South Aust.....Family 
    Died  28/06/1955 At home, 6 Price Ave., Lower Mitcham.....Family 
    Buried  ??/??/1955 Ashes scattered, West Tce., Adelaide, South Aust......Family 
  KNIGHT, Myra  Born  27/08/1885 Bordertown, South Australia.....Family 
   Beatrice  Occupation   Clerk.....Family 
    Died  23/12/1973 Adelaide....Family 
    Buried  ??/12/1973 Centennial Park, Adelaide, South Austr.....Family 
  

Thomas Swanson (“Tom”) was born on 20 th November 1879 in West Mey, County of 
Caithness in Scotland. He was the first child of Thomas Swanson, a Master Mariner, and Jane (known 
as “Jeannie”) Swanson (nee Baikie). The Swansons were a seafaring family and tended to marry 
members of other seafaring families. Tom’s uncle, James Swanson, was lost at sea near Thurso in 1875. 

Tom’s childhood was marked by tragedy. In November 1881, his father was drowned 
when his schooner, the “Janet Sinclair”, was lost with all hands while on a voyage to the Shetland 
Islands. This was only a month after Tom’s younger brother, James, 
had been born. James did not survive into adulthood, dying in 1891, 
aged 9. 
We know very little about Tom’s childhood or education. It is unlikely to 
have been easy in a material sense. He must have received a good 
basic education because he read widely as an adult. One of his 
favourite authors was Joseph Conrad, which is not surprising in view of 
his seafaring heritage. Tom was a member of the Boys’ Brigade in 
Thurso and reached the rank of Quartermaster. He was well regarded 
and in 1899 received an inscribed copy of Private James Fyffe, A Story 
of the Boys’ Brigade, from its author Herbert Reid. 
 
 

Tom as a young man 
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Child 1 - Jeannie  & Thomas SWANSON - Their Family 
◊ Child 1 - Thomas & Myra SWANSON 

At some point, Tom’s mother, Jeannie, moved to Glasgow to earn her living as a dressmaker. Whether Tom 
went with her, we do not know. He was probably in employment and self supporting by his mid or late teens. 
Jeannie died in Glasgow in 1902 at the age of 47. With the death of the last member of his immediate family, Tom’s 
thoughts undoubtedly turned to emigration and a new life beyond the seas. He embarked on the Suevic and landed in 
Port Adelaide on 3 November 1903. His decision to come to Adelaide must have been influenced by the knowledge that 
relatives of his mother had migrated to South Australia some time before. After his arrival, Tom maintained a life-long 
connection with his cousin Flora Naylor. 
 

In Adelaide Tom enjoyed sailing and crewed on a yacht called the Caprice. He loved seafood, long before it 
became fashionable. He had a good bass voice and sang in a choir. 

 
By 1907, Tom was living in Broken Hill and working as a warehouseman. In that year, on June 5th he 

married Myra Beatrice Knight, aged 21, at St Augustine’s Church in Unley. 
We can only speculate how Tom and Myra met. In some ways, it was an unlikely match. Myra’s family was well 
established in South Australia, having arrived in the early 1850’s. Her father, Tom Knight, described himself as a 
“gentleman” and the family home was in Malvern. Tom Swanson, on the other hand, was a newly arrived immigrant with 
uncertain prospects, and lived in a mining town. Nevertheless, he was good looking and his placid nature and gentle 
humour proved a good foil to his somewhat fiery bride. It was to be an enduring and happy marriage. 
 

Tom and Myra returned to the heat and dust of Broken Hill. They remained there until the mid 1920’s 
and their three sons were all born there - Tom in 1910, Angus in 1914 and Jim in 1917. Family folk lore has it that as a 
small baby, young Tom was taken outside and shown Halley’s Comet, and that a few years later, on 1st  January 1915, 
the youngster was playing at the front gate when the Turkish insurgents went past on their way to launch the “Battle of 
Broken Hill”. 
Tom remained employed as a warehousemen for most of his time in Broken Hill. As the boys got older, their educational 
needs became more pressing. For a while, the boys boarded with Myra’s relatives in Adelaide in order to attend secondary 
school. This was a factor in Tom and Myra’s decision to return to Adelaide. 

 
In Adelaide, Tom now worked as a commercial traveller. By 1935 he had an office in the Edments 

Building in Rundle Street. The family lived in various rented houses, mainly in the Mitcham area. Times were hard during 
the Depression, but Tom and Myra were determined to give their sons a good start in life. They valued and encouraged 
their sons’ education and all three went on to successful careers. 
In March 1948 Tom and Myra realized a long held ambition to own their own home when they bought 6 Price Avenue, 
Lower Mitcham. This was a wonderful old villa with a cellar and orchard. Unfortunately their time there together in well 
earned retirement was all too short; Tom died suddenly at home on 28th June 1955. Myra survived him by another 18 
years. Myra died in 1973, and was buried at Centennial Park, Adelaide. 

Tom’s life was not the classic rags to riches immigrant experience. But in its unassuming way, his life was a 
success story. By dint of hard work, solid values and a good choice of a bride, he established himself in his adopted 
country and gave a head start to his children and, indirectly, his remoter descendants.  

Myra 
Swanson Tom 

Swanson 

Jim         Myra   Tom  Tom    Angus 



Child 1 - Jeannie  & Thomas SWANSON - Their Family 
◊ Child 1 - Thomas & Myra SWANSON - Their Family 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Child 1 (B.-1.1.1.1.) - Thomas (1910-1995) & Marjorie SWANSON 
 B.-1.1.1.1. SWANSON,Thomas Baikie 
  Born  05/10/1910 Broken Hill, N.S.W.....Family  
  Married  29/12/1938 Adelaide, South Aust.....Family    
  Occupation   Managing Director, ICI.....Family  
  Residence(s)   South Yarra, Vict.....Family 
  Died  18/08/1995 Melbourne, Vict…..Family 
   ADAMS,Marjorie Ella  
  Born  01/03/1914 Adelaide, South Aust......Family  
  Occupation   Secretary.....Family 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
  

 Child 1 (B.-1.1.1.1.1.) - Thomas & Mary SWANSON 
 B.-1.1.1.1.1. SWANSON,Thomas John Baikie  
  Born  08/02/1940 Armidale, N.S.W.....Family  
  Married  08/10/1966 East Melbourne, Vict......Family    
  Occupation   Civil Engineer.....Family  
  Residence(s)   Nedlands, West Aust......Family 
   MITCHELL,Mary Anne  
  Born  18/09/1942 Melbourne, Vict.....Family  
    Occupation   Teacher.....Family 
   B.-1.1.1.1.1.1.  SWANSON, Anne Christina  
   Born  29/06/1969 Nedlands, West. Aust.....Family  
   Married  27/12/1995 …..Family 
   Occupation   Account Executive.....Family  
   Residence(s)   Hawthorn East Vict.......Family 
     RICKER, Matthew 
   Born  05/05/1968 Bethesda, Maryland, USA.....Family  
    B.-1.1.1.1.1.1.1.  RICKER, Phoebe Ella  
    Born  28/12/2001 Melbourne, Vict.....Family  
   B.-1.1.1.1.1.2.  SWANSON, Elizabeth  
   Born  11/02/1971 Nedlands, West. Aust.....Family  
   Occupation   Diamond Industry.....Family  
   Residence(s)   Antwerp, Belgium......Family 
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Thomas & Marjorie SWANSON - Their Family 

Tom was born in Broken Hill on the 5th October 1910, and was educated Broken Hill and 
Adelaide High School and Adelaide University (Master of Science in Chemistry, 1938).  
He married Marjorie Adams in Adelaide on 29 December 1938. 
From 1939 to 1945, he was a lecturer at the University of New England, Armidale NSW.  
In 1945, they moved to Melbourne and Tom joined ICI, Australia, as head of pharmaceuticals 
division. He became a director in 1955 and deputy chairman and managing director in 1964. 
Other achievements included...President of the Royal Australian Chemical Institute, 1970; 
Chairman of the Australian Commission on Advanced Education, 1971 to 1976; Chairman of the 
Federal Review Committee into the Trade Practices Act (the Swanson Committee), 1976; Member 
and Chairman of the Launceston Maritime College Council 1976 to 1983; Part owner of a 
Queensland cattle station; Created CBE in 1976 for services to education and industry..  
He died in Melbourne on 18 August 1995. 

Jim    Tom   Angus Jim      Tom (Senior)         Angus 
Marjorie   Myra & baby Tom     Tom 

Tom Swanson 
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• Child 1 - Thomas & Marjorie SWANSON - Their Family 
     Child 2 (B.-1.1.1.1.2.) - Andrew & Jean SWANSON 
 B.-1.1.1.1.2. SWANSON,Andrew Baikie  
  Born  17/01/1942 Armidale, N.S.W.....Family  
  Married  04/12/1971 White Plains, USA......Family    
  Occupation   Chemist.....Family  
  Residence(s)   New York State, USA......Family 
   BOND, Jean  
  Born  03/01/1941 Chicago, USA.....Family  
   Occupation   Real Estate.....Family 
 Child 3 (B.-1.1.1.1.3.) - Catherine & Craig EBELING 
 B.-1.1.1.1.3. SWANSON,Catherine Baikie  
  Born  1114/01/1945 Armidale, N.S.W.....Family  
  Married  17/01/1970 East Melbourne, Vict......Family    
  Occupation   Pre-School Teacher.....Family  
  Residence(s)   Toorak, Melbourne, Vict.......Family 
   EBELING, Craig,Dunstan 
  Born  31/08/1939 Melbourne, Vict.....Family  
  Occupation   Engineer.....Family 
  B.-1.1.1.1.1.3.1.  EBELING, Carolyn Alice  
   Born  21/07/1971 Toorak, Vict.....Family  
   Occupation   Agricultural Scientist.....Family  
   Residence(s)   Yea, Vict.......Family 
  B.-1.1.1.1.3.1.2.  EBELING, Richard Dunstan  
   Born  30/06/1974 Toorak, Vict......Family  

Catherine Ebeling 

 

• Child 2  (B.-1.1.1.2.) - Angus (1914-1994)  & Rhoda SWANSON  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Child 1 (B.-1.1.1.2.1.) - Geoffrey SWANSON 
B.-1.1.1.2..1. SWANSON, Geoffrey Neil 
 Born  21/07/1948 Adelaide, South Aust....Family  
 Occupation   Advertising Executive....Family  
 Residence(s)   Melbourne.....Family 
Child 1 (B.-1.1.1.2.2.) - Jennifer SWANSON (1952-1995) 
B.-1.1.1.2.2. SWANSON, Jennifer Anne  
 Born  18/10/1952 Adelaide, South Aust.....Family  
 Occupation   Registered Nurse.....Family  
 Residence(s)   Toowoomba, Queensland.....Family 
 Died  19/11/1995 Nambour, Queensland .....Family 

Craig Ebeling 

Geoffrey Swanson Jennifer Swanson 

B.-1.1.1.2. SWANSON,Angus Yorke  
 Born   19/06/1914 Broken Hill, NSW.....Family  
 Married   21/02/1942 Adelaide, South Aust......Family    
 Occupation    Insurance Manager....Family  
 Residence(s)    Buderim, Queensland.....Family 
 Died   15/06/1994 Buderim, Queensland.....Family 
  THOMPSON, Rhoda Valma   
 Born   25/04/1918 Hamilton, New Zealand.....Family  
 Occupation    Home Duties.....Family 

Angus was born at Broken Hill on the , 19th  June 1914, and was educated at Pulteney Grammar 
School. He commenced his employment with the National Mutual Life Association in Adelaide in 1929.  
He was a member of the Army Reserve in the 1930’s, and served throughout World War II, firstly in the 
Army and then in the RAAF. He flew Beaufort bombers in Aus-
tralia and the Pacific and was wounded in a crash landing. He 
was promoted to Squadron Leader.  
Angus married Rhoda Thompson in Adelaide in 1942. 
They transferred to Melbourne with National Mutual in 1962 
and then to Brisbane in 1969 (State sales manager). He was 
active in the RSL, Legacy and Probus.  
They retired to Buderim in Queensland in 1976. 
Angus died in Buderim on 15th June 1994. 

Angus  

Rhoda & Angus Swanson 
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Angus & Rhoda SWANSON - Their Family 
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• Child 3  (B.-1.1.1.3.) - Jim (1917-2001) & Nancy SWANSON  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

B.-1.1.1.3.1. SWANSON, David Baikie 
 Born  07/06/1949 Nth. Adelaide, South Aust.....Family  

 Married  27/11/1999 Beaumont, Adelaide, South Aust. 
 Occupation   Accountant.....Family  
 Residence(s)   Highbury, Adelaide, South Aust..Family 
  FOX, Ann Louise 
 Born  21/08/1952 Queen Vict. Hospital, Adelaide.....Family  
 Occupation   Public Servant.....Family 
  B.-1.1.1.3.1.1.  FOX, Rebecca  
  Born  13/12/1974 Ashford Hosp., Adelaide.....Family  
  Married  29/09/2001 Mt.Lofty, Adelaide…..Family   
  Occupation   Microbiologist.....Family 
    Karl HOMBSCH 
 
  B.-1.1.1.3.1.2.  FOX, Leah Ann  
  Born  21/07/1979,  Adelaide.....Family  
  Occupation   Social Worker.....Family 

B.-1.1.1.3. SWANSON,James Baikie  
 Born  03/10/1917 Broken Hill, NSW.....Family  
 Married  04/10/1947 St. Peters College Chapel, Adelaide, S. A.  
 Occupation Bank Officer, Accountant, Management Consultant...Family
  
 Residence(s)   St. Georges; Beaumont, Adelaide.....Family 
 Died  06/09/2001 Myrtle Bank, South Aust......Family 
 Buried  11/09/2001 Glen Osmond, South Aust......Family 
  BURGESS,Nancy Howard  
 Born  12/08/1919 Adelaide, South Aust.....Family  
 Occupation Physiotherapist.....Family 

Jim was born in Broken Hill, on the 3rd October 1917. He was educated at St Peter’s College and the University 
of Adelaide (Associate in Commerce, 1951). He was employed as a Bank Officer with Bank of New South Wales in 
Adelaide and Mt Gambier, 1935 to 1940 and 1945 to 1948.  
He served in 2nd AIF (2/8 Field Ambulance), 1940 to 1945, including Tobruk, Syria, El Alamein (where he was 
wounded), New Guinea and Borneo. He was promoted to lieutenant.  

In October 1947 he married Nancy Burgess of Adelaide. 
He then became an Accountant and Management consultant, 1948 to 1988. He also 
wrote The Accountant as Manager and Controller in 1974. 
Jim died in Adelaide on 6 September 2001. 

David & Ann Swanson 

Jim Swanson 

Jim & Nancy Swanson 
Wedding 

Jim and Nancy hold a special 
place in the Gunn family 
history - apart from being 
cousins, they were great 
friends of Lawrie and Flora 
Naylor, Donald and Helen’s 
youngest daughter. 

 

Jim & Nancy SWANSON 
- Their Family 

Jin & Nancy  Swanson 

Child 1 (B.-1.1.1.3.1.) - David & Ann 
SWANSON 






















































































































