SECTION 4

THE CHILDREN OF

DONALD AND HELEN

and
Their Families

Donald Murdoch Gunn and Ellen Royal McAllister

James Benjamin Baikie Gunn and Elsie Glasson Bray

William Garden Gunn and Arita Lizzie Grace Chantril / Rachel Turnbull
Cathrien Jenny Gunn and William Alexander Carter

Helen Alexandrina Gunn and Peter Thomas Robertson

Jessie Georgina Gunn and William Albert Edgar Nankervill

Ronald Calder Gunn and Ella Lamont Gray

Rhoda May Gunn and Claude Albert Hill

Margaret Isabella Gunn and Robert George Threadgold

Ann Dorothy Jemima Gunn and Audrey Frank Edwin Martin

Flora Agnes Gunn and Lawrence James Naylor
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Child 1
DONALD MURDOCH (““Muxrd’) GUNN(1883-1959)
& ELLEN ROYAL (““Nellie’®’) McALLISTER(1883-1970)

CHRONOLOGY
CODE WHO EVENT WHEN WHERE / COMMENT / SOURCE
0.1 GUNN, Donald Born 25/09/1883 Probably at home, Glanville, Port Adelaide, South Aust......Family
Murdoch Baptised 04/11/1883 Port Adelaide Presbyterian Church.....Church Records
Married 25/09/1912 Port Adelaide Cong. Church, Pt.Adelaide, South Aust......Family
Occupation Marine Engineer....Family
Residence(s) 1922-1961  Gun(n), D.M., Engineer, 28 Brougham Place, Alberton.....Almanacs
Died 07/09/1959 Daws Rd. Hospital, Adelaide, South Aust......Family
Buried ??/09/1959 Cremated, Centennial Park Cem., Adelaide, South Aust.....Family
MCALLISTER, Ellen  Born 08/05/1883 Royal Park, Adelaide, South Aust.....Family Bible
Royal Occupation Home Duties.....Family
Residence(s) 9 Clifton St., Hawthorn, Adelaide, South Aust.....Diary
Aldersgate Home, 160 OG Rd., Felixtowe, Adelaide, South Aust......Diary
Died 07/09/1970 Monreith Hosp., Norwood Pde., Adelaide, South Aust.....Family
Buried ??/09/1970 Cremated, Centennial Park Cem., Adelaide, South Aust.....Family

Murd was born in 1883 probably at home, Glanville, Adelaide, South Australia. He
attended school at Le Fevre Peninsula School (He was Register Number 1506, but the register showing
his details was missing - he was enrolled between January & July 1891, when he was 7 / 8 years
old ! ...perhaps went to another school before LeFevre).

"Murd" served an engineering apprenticeship with a tug company and then went to Broken Hill to

work on the power station in the mines....it was there he met Nell, whilst both were teenagers.

Silver, lead and zinc were discovered there in 1883 (BHP - the Broken Hill Proprietary Co. was floated in

1884), beginning a boom so that by the 1890’s Broken Hill had grown into a large town of more than

17,000 people.

He later won a scholarship (he wanted more experience as a ship’s engineer) and worked his passage to

Glasgow and then worked in John Brown's shipyard, Firth of Clyde. He also worked, fitting propellors

on the Mauritania, built for Cunard in 1906 at the Swan, Hunter, Whigham, Richardson Shipyard at

Newcastle on Tyne, and winner of several Blue Riband prizes. - those who were associated with it

gained considerable prestige. He then went to sea as an engineer and obtained his 2nd engineer's

ticket whilst overseas.

He left the deep sea ships and returned to Australia after some years, because he
wanted to be home more. He worked on
Coasters as a sea-going engineer,
eventually receiving his Chief's ticket in
steam in Adelaide. Some of the ships
were :-

o Warrawee, Quorna, Mulkarra (he
made about 30 trips a year on this 1,000
tonner)

. Juno (as chief engineer - his brother Ron
also served on this ship - photo in the Port
Adelaide museum)

. Kapara.

They were owned by the Adelaide
Steamship Company and its subsidiary, the
Coastal Steamship Company. On one
occasion when he was working on the
Quorna, which went from Port Adelaide to
Cowell, he took medicine to Lawrie and
Flora Naylor who were with the Lands
Department there (there was no chemist or
doctor !), and he also picked up Murray Hill
who "left ship", and took him to Wallaroo.

Murd as a young man
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Child 1 - MURD & NELLIE GUNN

Ellen was born in 1883 probably at home Royal Park, Adelaide, South Australia.
She was the youngest of 9 children of Charles Francis McAllister and Elizabeth Ann Ely.

. Charles McAllister was born in 1841, in Cardiff, Wales, his father being John. They were Catholics.
At age 14, in 1855, he was apprenticed to a Thomas Hill, Cardiff, as a plumber, glazier and painter.
Aged 23, Charles left Plymouth, England in 1864 for South Australia on the ship “Eastern Empire”.
He played football for Port Adelaide at Billy Goat Flat - their colours were magenta and blue.

o The Biographical Index of South Australians records an “Elizabeth Ely, born in 1846, at Manchester,
England, and “Elizabeth Ely, Protestant, servant”, emigrating to South Australia in 1855 on the ship
“The Admiral Boxer” and residing at Port Adelaide.

. Charles and Elizabeth married on the 26 th December 1867. They lived at many places including in
Port Adelaide, Dale St., Church Place, St. Vincent St., corner Nile St. / Robe St., and at Royal Park near
Queenstown. Charles was a plumber.

D Tragically, Elizabeth died of cancer of the uterus in July 1885, aged 39 at Queenstown and

Advertisements in the Sands & McDougall Directory W PORT ADELAIDE. 6-4"\__
@9 MCALLISTER . P e
, CHANGE & G0, | ¢, P, MCALLISTER,
HOUSE & SHIP PLUMBERS, HouSE
Coppersmiths, Bellhangers, Gas and Water Fitters, =  snip J th n‘tbe 1"
GALVANIZED IRON AND ZINC WORKERS, ' « e CAS & WATER FITTER, CALVANIZED IRON WORKER, TINSMITH, &c. = »
TINSMITHS, &e., | WwMARKEY BUILDINGS..
ROBE STREET, PORT ADELAIDE. CORMNMER OF CjANNON AND MARRYATT STREETS,
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was buried at the Cheltenham Cemetery. The children were aged :-

* Susannah Elizabeth (“Lizzie”) 17 o For a while, the eldest, Lizzie ran the
* Catherine Ann 15 household, but she was married shortly
* Sarah Ann 13 after. So Sarah took over, looking after
* Charles John (“Charlie”) 11 the young children. She became very
* Alice May 9 attached to them. She really had to bring
* Raymond 7 the children up, as well as cook, sew and
* Ellen (“Nellie”) 2 manage the household - quite a task for
(Another child, Francis, born in 1879, died in 1880) one so young.

Charlie McAllister

Exerpts from an article "Meet Charlie McAllistex" in "The Conveyor"
September

"To mention the name of Charlie McAllister in Broken Hill today, one would
immediately associate him with plumbing activities, as he has for many years,
conducted a master plumbing business in the city.....Born in Port Adelaide in
1874, Charlie decided as a schoolboy that he was going to follow his father's
footsteps and be a master plumber. It was quite natural that, on completion of
his schooling, he entered his father's business to learn the trade. At this time an
extensive building programme was in progress in Broken Hill, and McAllister
senior, was offered several contracts in the Silver City. It was decided to
transfer the business, and the four McAllisters, plumbers, were located in
Blende Street Broken Hill, on a site adjacent to the Methodist Church. Charlie
recalls that his first job was on the plumbing installation at the first Broken Hill
hospital, which was then situated where the jail now stands....”
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Child 1 - MURD & NELLIE GUNN

. By 1896, Charles was back at Port Adelaide, at Cannon St., Port Adelaide, where he
continued his plumbing business for about two years - he may have retired in 1898 and
moved to Old Port Road. He died in May 1908, aged 68 years, at Queenstown of “Chronic
Nephritis and Exhaustion”, and he too was buried in the Cheltenham Cemetery, next to
Elizabeth. Nellie was twenty two years old at the time of her father’s death.

. Charles and Elizabeth’s McAllister’s Family....

* 12/10/1868 :Susannah Elizabeth (“Lizzie”) born at Dale Street Port Adelaide. She married
Maurice Lowe, who was a butcher. They too attended the Port Adelaide Congregational Church.
Their son, Maurice, ran the well known electrical store by the Black Diamond Corner at Port
Adelaide.

* 19/07/1871 :Catherine Anne born at Church Place Port Adelaide, married Jim Wilson. They lived
at Alberton.

* 21/07/1872 :Sarah Jane (“Marzie”) born at St Vincent Street Port Adelaide, married Alec Russell.
Sarah was a very diminutive lady, but with endless energy. Alec’s father, Alf, was the owner of the
British Hotel near the Birkenhead Bridge, Port Adelaide. Alec died at the relatively young age of 50.
Their daughter, Alice, married Dr. Bob Russell (Russell marries a Russell) and they became very
friendly with Don and Doug Gunn.

* 14/05/1874 :Charles John (“Charlie”) born at St Vincent Street Port Adelaide, married Mary Jane
Truscott.....They went to Broken Hill....See previous page. The plumbing business is still there
carried on by a grandson, George.

* 15/02/1876 :Alice May born at St Vincent Street Port Adelaide, married Arthur Hunt. They had a
small farm at Gilles Plains, then moved to a little cottage just off Gorge Road, Athelstone. One
daughter, Nell, married Max Lomman, and they had a well known orchard at Athelstone (now part of
“Suburbia” - Linear Park), frequently visited by Nell and Murd. Another daughter, Edna, married Alf
Crammond, who had a fruit property at basket Range in the Adelaide Hills - one of their daughters,
Barbara, went to Norwood High School, the same school as Malcolm Gunn.

25/06/1878 :Raymond born at St Vincent Street Port Adelaide, married Lill.
25/11/1879 :Francis Peter born at St Vincent Street Port Adelaide, died in 04/02/1880.
09/05/1883 Ellen Royal (“Nellie”) born at Royal Park, married Donald Murdoch Gunn.

Murd and Nell, both aged 29, were married in 1912 at The Port Adelaide
Congregational Church. Nellie was given away by her elder sister and brother in law, Alex and
Sarah Russell, because both her parents had died.

‘ Wedding Invitation

.-/2-{{:. & y?/{u. r,:.l:,/e.x -:7(’.;((‘&16/!-/
-hz:_;.eoea# he /L{ec«.;u te a/

the c:«on/z.r& g o/

on he cocadion -c/’\t){s e/f!:mzekf;s c/
Hecr sizbes
ANetlie (Meiltlister)
cacth
M. D M Ginn,
at the %:f?t?a(&.na{ g_:ﬂlf{cecé
Prost Adeluice, on
7/&2‘/&3«/@}, 2504 e_%/u‘erm.ésé,

7972, at 6.30 fum.

Reception after’ Ceremony al Foresters’ Hall, Nile Streel,
Port Adelaide.
“Acoras,”

Caire Streel, RSV.P, =
Alberian,

Sarah Russell Ben Gunn Nellie Murd. ?? Susannah Lowe
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Child 1 - MURD & NELLIE GUNN

They lived first at Muller Terrace, then at Brougham Place, Alberton, just north of the
Alberton Oval.

‘ Home at Brougham Street Alberton, 2000

IR LTIRIT
'S LLIERE L
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Their first son, Donald, was born in 1912, and the
second, Douglas in 1915. At the time of his father's death in
1918, Murd was Chief Engineer of the Steamer "Rupara” on the
Queensland coast. On one occasion, when a ship was sold to a
Chinese concern, he went with the ship and sailed the Orient for a
while. It was reported that, when he returned from China, his
eldest son, Don, went to the door and did not recognize his dad.

“What think ye of our lads : Arn’t they
bonny ? Compliments of the season
from us all. Murd and Nell”

Nell with Don (2) and Doug (6m.) 1915

“Don, Grandma Helen, Doug, Nellie”
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Child 1 - MURD & NELLIE GUNN

Murd also went to Pt. Vincent a lot taking produce there and bringing wheat back. It was
here that he met "Pop" Sherriff and began a long family friendship which carried on with his
children and grandchildren :-

The lifelong friendship with the Burge's, fostered at the Port Congregational Church,
also became a several generation one.

When Murd was home from sea, the Gunns, Burges, and Goodes would often go to both the
Adelaide and Port Adelaide markets on Friday nights.....the children getting up to mischief in the
stalls and enjoying listening to the Salvation Army Band.

Don and Phyll became lifelong friends with Harold and Bet Burge, while Trevor and Pam Gunn
remain good friends with Peter and Sharon Burge.

. The "Sherriff's" of Yorke Peninsula began with James Sherriff who settled at "Koongarra"...an
aboriginal name for "froth & foam" ( as the lake on the property must have appeared during rough weather when
the winds built the water up on the east end of the lake) on approximately 180 acres in the 1860's. They were
not the first in this area....a Weaver from Bristol ran a pastoral lease as the first commercial venture on
York Peninsula before the area was gazetted, bringing his own prefabricated home; his later home
subsequently became the Weaver's school. James came over by horse and cart; there were no roads
and the area was just being surveyed.

. One of James' sons was also James...otherwise known as "Pop" Sherriff. Pop and Murd became firm
friends...Pop travelled to Adelaide on Murd's ships the Juno and Kapoola which used to carry grain,
stock wool and passengers. Murd actually bought a car at Stansbury and left it there, using it to drive to
the Sherriff's, instead of staying aboard on the boat, gambling and drinking. The friendship blossomed
and during the 1920's, the families exchanged visits...the Gunns frequently drove to Yorke Peninsula in
their Dodge mainly on the rough, unsealed Coast Road, the swamp section just out of Port Wakefield
being particularly difficult.
Likewise the Sherriffs
visited Adelaide in their
Maxwell.

. Later the boys, Don with I
Reg Sherriff and Doug
with  Ken Sherriff,
alternated school holiday
visits on the bus,
especially at Royal Show
time. In retirement, Murd
and Nell often drove their

Malcolm G.  Robert S. Trevor G. Bob G.

caravan to Stansbury and
Corny Point and became friendly |® Murdoch & Nellie Donald & Phyll Gunn  Malcolm & Jan Gunn
with Jack Barclay and Stan Goodes. Gunn Bob & Coralie Gunn
Th famil friendshi Hi d Trevor & Pam Gunn
[ ]
€ Tfamily nendship —continued, . Reginald Burge Harold Burge Sandra Burge
marr. Peter & Sharon Burge
Eva Hodge
[ Not Known marr.
marr.
Olive Goode Betty Goode

Phyl Don, Bet & Harold Burge

Doug (15), Nellie (47), Murd (48), Don (17) : Dodge DA Model
Backyard Alberton - 1930
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Child 1 - MURD & NELLIE GUNN

Murd had a very lucky escape around 1920 while he was serving as chief engineer on
the A.S.S.Co. "Koombana" which ran from Fremantle to Broome / Port Hedland. Just prior to
departure, he became sick, so he stayed at Fremantle much against his will. Several days later the
ship raninto a cyclone near Broome and it sank with all hands aboard - there were no survivors !

Like most of the family, Murd and Ellen visited Monteith to see Helen and the
Threadgolds. The journey took two and a half hours by car......their first an old V8 Dodge, then a DA
Dodge, then a DeSoto, and finally the Humber Super Snipe. The kids slept in the back on the floor.
On one occasion, Don and Doug rode their bikes there as teenagers; they left at 3.30 am and
arrived at 2.30 pm. They stayed a few days, sleeping in the "boys room", attached to the house but
with an outside entrance.

Murd studied diesel and got his ticket, but there was too much competition for Chief jobs,
and his health was deteroriating, so by 1933/34, he finished his seafaring days in Port Adelaide
tugs, including the Waito and Woonda. He later retired because he suffered from Angina. He and
Nellie used to take many caravan trips to Goolwa,

-!_-—— Sy
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Murd, Aud Martin, Bob Martin, Ann Martin, Nell, Gavin Martm in their
caravan by the river at Monteith early 1940's “The Old Dodge” on the Murray Bridge, 1925

Murd, Nell, Ann & Aud at Monteith early 1940's

Don Murd Nell

Murd was a very hard, tough and often strict (he is said to have given a few "hidings" to Don
and Doug to make up for those he did not give while at sea ! In the early days he was away for months at a
time, so it was Nell who did most of the parenting), sometimes "grumpy" and determined man, who liked
things to go his way. He enjoyed a joke and fishing, mainly off the wharves at Port Adelaide. He was
a fine handyman and a very good carpenter, making some fine cabinets, stools and cupboards, and
spending many hours in his huge shed. He liked pottering around home, and with his Humber Super
Snipe. He often played Crib, particularly with his brother in law, Charlie McCallister who visited often
from Broken Hill.
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Child 1 - MURD & NELLIE GUNN

Murd on Don and Phyll’s front porch, Hazelwood Park

Murd with his brothers, Ron and Ben

One day Murd was picking almonds down the end of their very large backyard and he
fell, hitting his head - this started a period of deteriorating memory which degenerated into
Alzheimers' disease. 12 months later in 1959, he had a stroke and was taken to Daws Road Hospital
- it was a severe one and he did not recognize his family. Just after a visit by Nell, Don and Phyll, he
had another stroke and died , aged 76, as his family were on the way home. He was cremated at
the Centennial Park Cemetery.

Nellie was very much a Christian - church was her life. She was a loving, proud,
straightlaced, teetotalling lady, somewhat intimidating, almost bossy. She appeared to find it difficult
to relate to young people to whom she was not very compassionate at first, but who was always
helping people and living up to her very high standards. She enjoyed sewing, cooking, gardening
(especially the fruit trees) and watching cricket at the Adelaide Oval and football at Alberton Oval .

She regularly attended the Port Congregational Church where she became a
Deaconess :-

In the early days, they caught a train from Alberton to Port Adelaide, got on the big
merchandise lift at the Commercial Road station, and then walked to church. The children went to
Christian Endeavour and used to walk home, often returning again in the evening. Later she drove
the Humber Super Snipe - somewhat dauntingly, (Mrs Goode would refuse to drive with her!) , with her
good neighbours, Miss Mattinson and Mrs Raven. She continued driving into her late 70's - a small
Austin 10 - again, somewhat frighteningly !.

. On Thurs. May 10th,1928 at a Deaconesses meeting in the Pastor's vestry, " it was agreed to allocate new districts
and to invite Mesdames Gunn, G.Hodge, L Good, Horton, HR Boyce, to join us as Deaconesses. The
appointments were as follows : Alberton-Mrs F Cockington, Alberton East-Mrs G. Carr, Alberton West-Mrs GP
Hodge, Albert Park-Mrs Gunn, Birkenhead/Glanville-Miss Channon, Largs-Mrs Horton, Pennington-Mrs HR
Boyce, Port Adelaide/Portland-Mrs R Dunstan, Queenstown- Mrs Good, Rosewater-Mrs A Pudney, Semaphore-Mrs
Kirby, Woodville-Mrs Holden, Yatala-Mrs Boyce, without district- Mrs Dunstone and Mrs H Pudney."

. On July 5th 1928, "Mrs Joyce welcomed the new Deaconesses......the names being Mrs H Boyce, Mrs HB
Horton, Mrs L Good, Mrs GP Hodge, Mrs DM Gunn and Miss Channon”.
. "On April 6th 1939, "Mrs Gunn also wished to tender her resignation as Deaconess but it was decided to ask

her to take leave of absence until such time as she felt she could again resume her duties."
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Child 1 - MURD & NELLIE GUNN

. *
Plaque on Pew 24, Port Adelaide Congregational Mr Harry Dunn

There is also another "distant connection” through the Port

Member of the Child Child

Church

*Mrs DM Gunn Mr Don Gunn Mr Malcolm Gunn
*Miss Ethel & Muriel Pike married

(Brother = Mr Frederick Pike) Mr Vern Pike

(Brother = Mr Charlie Dunn)  Miss Edna Dunn

Congregational Church, viz :-

married Miss Jan Pike

_ _ After Murdoch's death, Nell sold up at Alberton as it was too large, and went and
lived with her good friends Wally and Nancy Doyle in a "granny style" flat for around four years.

When the Doyles moved to a retirement village at Brighton and Nell's health deteriorated, she
stayed with Doug and Mavis at Kensington for a short while, but she was too frail

So her cousin Dr. Bob Russell (a McAllister) sent her to Monreith Hospital on Norwood Parade in

1970 where she died , aged 87, a short time later.

Unfortunately her son, Don and wife, Phyll were away on a Hardware trip.

She also was cremated at the Centennial Park Cemetery, Adelaide.

Port Adelaide Congregational Church
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Letter from Rev. Rayner to Don Gunn on the death of Nell

e 5066.
9th September, 1970.

Dear Mr, Guon, .
! I have just seen the notice

in the paper of your mother's death on the 7th

of this month. ~ My:wife knew her for a much
longer time than' I, ,thopgh,not so well, I
called at your house to see.on the moraing of

28th July, but-no ome was at home and I think

I left a couple of .grapefruit for her. I learned
afterwards that she was then at your brother's home.
Since that time we have had sickness in the house
and I didn't escape, so that I was not able to
vigit her since my July visit. I had intended
to do so on Friday next, and am sorry that we
shall not meet again.

Mrs. Rayner and I always thought of her in
the warmest of terms. She had a lovely personal-
ity. She was gracious, thoughtful of others,
very kind and modest, and she had a greater than
average measure of intelligence. I always res-
pected her judgement. She always spoke with
gratitude of her sons and her daughters- in-law
and their loving and understanding attention to
her. As for her death I do not feel sorry for
her as she had spent her life and felt she was
not able to make any further contribution to the
wellbeing of others and felt she was only a care
to others, and she wanted to die. Though we may
lament that she is no longer here, her going should
bring ug no other sorrow but only thankfulness
for all she has meant to others, particularly to
her family. Her life was profoubidly influenced

by Jesus Christ,and her love for the church was
devout. She was a loyalist, wholly committed
to its life and service.

These and many other more intimate memories
will remain to you all as her legacy for you to
hold to the end of your days.

You will, of course, show this letter to
your brother and your wife and his.  Our church
secretary is in hospital at present and will not,
I think, be able to express the church's eateenm
for your mother and sympathy with you all in her
passing, and in this event I feel sure I may
include the church in my appreciation of your
mother's life and service. Mre. Rayner too,
of course, joins me in what I have said.

Host sincerely yours,
PPN




Child 1 - MURD & NELLIE GUNN

Murd and Nell GUNN - Their Family

0.1.1. Donald Allister GUNN / Phyllis Jean TANK
0.1.1.1. Donald Malcolm GUNN / Janice Kay PIKE
0.1.1.1.1. Catherine Jane GUNN / James Laird TROUP
0.1.1.1.1.1. Joshua Laird TROUP
0.1.1.1.1.2. Sarah Catherine TROUP
0.1.1.1.1.3. Benjamin Laird TROUP
0.1.1.1.1.4. Josiah Laird TROUP
0.1.1.1.1.5. Isaac Laird TROUP
0.1.1.1.2. Andrew Charles GUNN / Tracy BUTLER
0.1.1.1.2.1 Chloe Chantelle GUNN
0.1.1.2. Robert Allan GUNN / Coralie May DANIEL
0.1.1.2.1. Dearne Susan GUNN
0.1.1.2.1.1. Jed GUNN
0.1.1.2.2. Melissa Danielle GUNN
0.1.1.2.3. Craig Robert Donald GUNN / Natalie JOHNSON
0.1.1.3. Trevor John GUNN / Pamela Kaye LOCKWOOD
0.1.1.3.1. Sheree Pamela GUNN ./ Martin John GUPPY
0.1.1.3.2. Tricia Nicole GUNN / Fraser Jackson WARRICK
0.1.1.3.2.1. William Fraser WARRICK
0.1.1.3.3. David Trevor GUNN / (Karen Louise O’FLAHERTY)
0.1.1.3.3.1. Ariel Jasmin GUNN
0.1.2. Douglas Gard GUNN / Mavis Emmeline ELZE
0.1.2.1. Helen Christine GUNN / Roy William CONLON
0.1.2.1.1. Susan Margaret CONLON / Larry Thomas THOMPSON
0.1.2.1.2. Jennifer Elizabeth CONLON / (Daniel Paul McPHERSON)
0.1.2.1.2.1. Jasmine Ellen McPHERSON
0.1.2.2. Brian Douglas GUNN / Robyn Grace MALINS
0.1.2.2.1. Cameron Douglas GUNN / Lee Kendall MURFITT
0.1.2.2.2. Warrick Hugh GUNN
0.1.2.3. Elizabeth Mary GUNN / Kerry GRAY
0.1.2.3.1. Nicola Elizabeth GRAY
0.1.2.3.2. Benjamin Gunn GRAY
0.1.2.4. Jamie Murdoch GUNN / Millie Ruth BOYD
0.1.2.4.1. David Allan BOYD

Murd & Nell in their latter years

Page 128



Child 1 - MURD & NELLIE GUNN - Their Family

Child 1 (0...n - DONALD ALLISTER (““Dox’’) GUNN (1913 - 1987)
& PHYLLIS JEAN TANK (1918 -)

CHRONOLOGY
CODE WHO EVENT WHEN WHERE/COMMENT / SOURCE
0.1.1 GUNN, Donald Born 03/07/1913 At home, Muller Terrace, Alberton, Adelaide, South Australia.....Family
Allister Married 16/12/1939 Unley Methodist Church, Adelaide, S. Aust.....Family
Occupation Hardware Manager.....Family
Residence(s) Numerous; Strathspey Ave. Hazelwood Park, Adelaide, S Aust.....Family
Died 05/10/1987 Royal Adelaide Hospital, South Aust......Family
Buried ??/10/1987 Cremated, Centennial Park Cem., Adelaide, South Aust......Family
TANK, Phyllis Born 29/04/1918 Gunyah Private Hosp., Hyde Park Rd.,Unley, Adelaide, South
Jean Australia....Family
Occupation Home duties....Family

We owe a great deal to Don, for it was he who first “started his son,
Malcolm, off” with the family tree. He made the initial contacts to his cousins and
aunts Flora and Marg. , as well as set up the initial meetings with numerous letters,
phone calls and “cajoling”. Subsequently, he continually encouraged all involved,
while doing some of the research himself.

Don was born in 1913 at home, Alberton, Adelaide, South Australia.

He attended the Alberton Primary Scool and then Woodville High School.

Don met his lifelong friends, Harold and ( later, Bet) Burge, at both schools and the
Port Adelaide Congregational Church around 1924 - through their mothers, Mesdames Gunn,
Burge (who lived at 88 Port Road Queenstown) and Goode ( At one time, Mayor and Mayoress of Woodville,
living at 33 Queen Street Alberton). The church was the hub of most of their activities - Sundays
consisted of Christian Endeavour and Church in the morning, Sunday School in the afternoon, and
Church at night. Initially they went there with their parents, but later on their bikes, also a central part
of their lives - they "lived" on them and
would ride them everywhere. For years|
their pushbikes and mischief were their
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. Jumping the back fence with their bikes to get in free at the Alberton Oval, only to be caught by
the caretaker "Ganger" Harrison who then snuck them in for free.

. Pelting opposition players at Alberton Oval with small, hard lemons.

. Continually taunting the local policeman, Sgt Hansbury (whom Don met up with many years later
and he remembered them well !) - the police station was near the Burge place - by riding their
bikes without lights, being pursued, caught and summarily chastised with a deft kick on the
backside.

Their friendship continued through sport ; at first cricket and football on Friday afternoons
for their school and then, when they were about 16, for the Port Congregational Church "Band Of
Hope" - local competitions throughout Adelaide, culminating in interstate competitions, aimed at
stamping out alcohol. Before anybody could participate, and at meetings, over a 100 youngsters
would state an oath : "I promise by divine assistance to abstain from all alcoholic beverages and to
get others to do the same". They signed the pledge and were issued with a certificate. Don and
Harold played football and cricket, Bet basketball and netball. The Band Of Hope was disbanded
around 1934, so they continued to play football and cricket for Alberton Church United - a
combination of the Congregational, Baptist and Church of Christ.

Don was also capable academically but much to his mother's disgust, he withdrew from
his accountancy course with only one subject to go because he" hated it". In 1934, when he was 21,
he was working at the Coastal Steamship Company (which then became LeMessuriers) as an office
clerk. In 1937 he joined the airforce and went to Laverton where he became Equipment Officer. It
was here that he met another lifelong friend, Jack Smith, who eventually married one of his
brother Doug’s girl friends, Peg . Don would ride his motor bike back to Adelaide about every two
months.

Phyl, along with her twin brother Jack, was born at Gunyah Private Hospital, Unley
(now a Nursing Home), South Australia, the youngest of four children.
Her parents, Wilfred and Evelyn Tank, moved around considerably, living at Bloomsberrry Street
High Park, Hilda Terrace Westbourne Park, Halsbury Avenue Kingswood, and Carlisle Road
Westbourne Park (married Don while living there).
During that time she went to school at Unley Primary School gaining her Q.C. in grade 7, and for two
years at Unley Central. However her mother became ill with rheumatoid arthritis, so Phyll, aged
fourteen, looked after her for ten shillings a week - something she came to regret as she never had
the opportunity to work. Her sister, Marj, was working at an insurance company, and her brothers,
Lance at Foy and Gibsons, and twin brother Jack still
at school. She did this for seven years until she
married. There was not much time for leisure, but she
did enjoy gymnasium and some tennis at the Unley
Methodist Church, and later exercising and marching
at "Thargoh" (Hogarth's spelt backwards!) with friends
Ollie White, Betty Leek and others - many of whom still
'l met regularly into the late 1990’s.

Don and his “beloved bike”
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She was also very friendly with Audrey Colquhoun (whose father ,Ted, played for Sturt Football Club of
which Phyl's father, Will, was Secretary-Manager at that time). She also learnt sewing and knitting from
her mother who was a beautiful knitter despite severely crippled hands.

Unley Methodist Church today

Don met Phyl in 1934 when he was 21 and she 16 at Thistleton's Dancing Class,
held at the Grosvener, Hotel North Terrace. Phyl went by tram from Carlisle Street, Unley, and
Don and Harold rode their bikes from Alberton.

Their first date was to be the pictures at the Regent Theatre, meeting in front of the Gresham Hotel

on the corner of King William Street and North Terrace. However Phyl became ill with the flu, and

being worried about "blue-ducking" (standing him up) Don, she sent Bob Burt (her sister Marj's

boyfriend) on his motor bike to collect him and bring him to Carlisle Street - leaving Don's friend Jack

Wilson high and dry !

When it was Phyl's turn to meet the Gunn family for the first time, she was told to look for pictures on

the wall to see whether they were Catholics !

They dated for 5 years - dancing at the Grosvener, Fort Largs, pictures, church - usually on Don's
motor bike which Phyl did not like much, but on special occasions

Phyl - 21st Birthday Don & Phyl - Wedding in his dad's Humber Super
' Snipe.

They married in December
1939 (Harold and Bet were
also married that year in the
Port Congregational
Church.They lived at Findon
Road, Woodville for 47 years)
at the Unley Methodist
Church , King William Road,
Hyde Park. The bridesmaids
were Marj Tank, Ollie White ,
and Fay Carter, while the
groomsmen were Jack
Smith, Jack Tank and Doug
Gunn. They had two days
honeymoon at Victor Harbor
“:E using his dad's Humber.
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They then moved to a rented house in Spains Rd Salisbury, owned by a Mr Barstard
(who later changed his name to Bested !) where Don ,as Warrant Officer, set up a Stores Branch at
Parafield. Two years later Don was transferred to Laverton in 1941 for a short while, so Phyl and
Malcolm moved to live with sister Marj and sister- in-law, Bid, at Thornber Street, complete with their
furniture and Phyl hanging onto their German Shepherd dog in the back of their small ute.

Then, with their first child Malcolm, they moved to open another Branch Store - the Port
Pirie Anzacs - at the Port Pirie airbase in 1941/42. Here he became friendly with GW Corby (a
brother of Fred Corby with whom Don later played cricket), who wrote their base magazine "BAGS".....an
entry re Don : “W/O Don Gunn - The Advance Party’s guardian angel. Kept the boys on the “straight
and narrow “, though he slipped once or twice himself".“ (B.A.G.S.” - Port Pirie, 1942). They shared a
house with Flight Sergeant Ron Cleary, his wife Jean, and daughter Beverly at Wandera Street.
Here he played football with the Snowtown F.C.

They then moved back to Adelaide in 1942 for Don to open another store at Franklin
Street. They lived again at Thornber Street Unley with sister Marj Burt, whose husband was also in
the airforce, and her baby daughter Barbara , and sister in law Bid Tank whose husband Lance also
was in the airforce. However Barbara contracted measles, and Phyl was pregnant with Bob, and
Don moving back to Melbourne, so Phyl moved in with brother in law Doug and his wife Mavis at
Semaphore for 6 months until Bob was born. Don was not present at his childrens' births.

It was then that Don got the call in 1942 to go to America as Flight Lieutenant. Ina
period of a fortnight, they bought the house at Strathspey Avenue, Hazelwood Park for a
thousand pounds - his dad lending the deposit and a War Service Loan. Malcolm was 3 and Bob 18
months old.

Home at Hazelwood
( - TWmeTTE -

. S I A
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Then Don was back to Melbourne and across the Pacific : Phyl did not hear from him
for months. His main task was to set up equipment and send it to Parafield, Melbourne and other
cities.

Don - Office & Station Wagon ‘

\-ﬁ _ - 2 | Don - USA - Airforce

These consignments always
contained a carton of cigarettes for
Australian personnel, and to send
parcels on to Phyl and family -
charms and clothes for Phyl, while
for the boys, magazines and
comics.

Don was away for two years - part
of the time Phyl's parents would live
with her in between trips to Perth
(up to 6 months at a time) with his
business, which he had to set up
because he lost a lot of money in
shares.

* F /L Gunn, Air Marshall R. Williams, Major Starrett, Minister for Air - Hon. A.S.Drakeford

Life was quite
difficult - she was paid
through the airforce but
like everyone else,
Phyl had to make do
with coupons for food
and clothes, while she
made the boy's pants
from old trousers and
underpants from old
shirts to save coupons.

Don on “Heartbreak” Set, starring Pierre Dumont and Ginger Rogers

Ewan Don Gunn Sam Clyde Pierre
Waterman Wood (Director) Waterman Dumont
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