SECTION 6
APPENDIX 1

Part 1 - Family Trees

la Summary Family Tree - Donald and Helen Gunn
1b “Condensed” (Up to Gen0 only) Family Tree Baikie
lc Gunn

1d Geddes
le Swanson

Part 2 - Research Sources

2a International General
2d Census..Canisbay Parish Statistical Report (1791)
3a Local General

I‘PPEN])IX 2...See Separate Volume

Part 1 - Summary Family Trees and “Family Groups”

1b Baikie
1c Gunn

1d Geddes
le Swanson

Part 2 - Research Sources

2b International International Genealogical Index (IGI)
2c Old Parish Records (OPR’s)
2d Census

2e Monumental Inscriptions

2g “Putting It All together”

2h Other Gunn’s / Baikie’s

3b Local Lands Department

3c Burials and Cemeteries

3d Births Deaths and Marriages
3e Churches

3f School Registers

3g Diaries / Birthday Books

3h Internet

3i Almanacs
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«“CONDENSED* (Up t0 Geno) FAMILY TREES = GEDDES (A5 at Aug. 2000)

Gen-4 Gen-3 Gen-2 Gen-1 GenO
(BOLD / UNDERLINED /ITALICS = Connected to Gunn / Baikie)
(*Italic” numbers =“Henry Code” = a number for linking each person in the computer for the Family Tree)
-4.ce.George GEDDES / Isobel ?
-4 -3.Ge.1.James GEDDES ».ant1752 / Margaret BROTCHIE
-4. -3 -2.Ge.1.1.George GEDDES..b.1780
-4, -3 -2.Ge.1.2.1sobel GEDDES..bh.1782,Mey / Francis SWANSON
-4. -3 -2.Ge.1.3.Charlotte GEDDES..h.1785
-4 -3 -2.Ge.1.4.John GEDDES. b.1789..d.1866..miller, Mit of Mey / Jean HAM..b.1800..d.1883
-4 -3 -2 -1.Ge.1.4.1.James GEDDES..h.1820..d.21/04/1886..Master of schooner Barrogill Castle /..1851, Helen BANKS..
b.Circ. 1829..d.05/05/1908..bur. Canisbay (No.79)

-4 -3 -2 -1 0.Ge.1.4.1.1.John GEDDES..b. abt. 1858..d.Pre 1869
-4 -3 -2 -1 0.Ge.1.4.1.2.William GEDDES. b.abt. 1860..d. 15/05/1901, Bombay headstone Canisb. Cem. (No.79) / Jessie
-4 -3 -2 -1 0.Ge.l1l.4.1.3.James GEDDES..b.1862..d.01/01/1880..bur. Canisbay (No. 79)
-4 -3 -2 -1 0.Ge.1.4.1.4.Margaret GEDDES. b.1865 / James GEDDES ..lived at Rosebank
-4 -3 -2 -1 0.Ge.1.2.1.5.Andrew GEDDES. b.abt.1867..d.abt.1867
-4 -3 -2 -1 0.Ge.1.2.1.6.John GEDDES..b.abt.1869 / Grace ??
-4 -3 -2 -1.Ge.1.4.2.John GEDDES. .b.1822..d.1899,Mey. Fisherman, Miler / Christine FORSYTHE. b.1834..d.1915
-4 -3 -2 -1 0.Ge.1l.4.2.1.James GEDDES. b.1854..d.1857 (of croup)
-4 -3 -2 -1 0.Ge.1.4.2.2.Alexander GEDDES. b.1856..d.1931..Scots Guards / Elizabeth McBEATH
-4 -3 -2 -1 0.Ge.1.4.2.3.Ann (Annie) GEDDES..b.1858,Mill Of Mey..d.1941 /

Daniel DUNNET.. After about 1900, many Dunnet’s added a “T”
-4 -3 -2 -1 0.Ge.l.4.2.4.Jane (Jean) GEDDES. b.1860..d.1940, wick / John FAULDS
-4 -3 -2 -1 0.Ge.1.4.2.5.Elizabeth GEDDES.....b.02/03/1863 / Francis DUNNETT
-4 -3 -2 -1 0.Ge.1.4.2.6.John GEDDES. b.1865..d.1884 of TB..Seaman Barrogill Castle
-4 -3 -2 -1 0.Ge.1.4.2.7.James GEDDES. b.1868..Died young..Gardner Mid Calder
-4 -3 -2 -1 0.Ge.1.4.2.8.George GEDDES. b.1870..d.1872
-4 -3 -2 -1 0.Ge.1.4.2.9.Donald GEDDES. b.1872..d.1885
-4 -3 -2 -1 0.Ge.1.4.2.10.Christina GEDDES..b.01/06/1877,Mey..d..1951/ William CORMACK

..b.15/02/1878..d.15/06/1963..shoemaker, Wick
-4 -3 -2 -1 0.Ge.1.4.2.11.William GEDDES. .b.1877..d.1952..Miller,Mill Of Mey /..1909, Isabella LEITH..b.1877..d.1963
-4 -3 -2 -1 0..Ge.1.4.2.12.Jessie Forsyth GEDDES..b.1883..d.1885
-4 -3 -2 -1.Ge.1.4.3.George GEDDES. b.1826..Miller,Schooner Owner / ??
-4 -3 -2 -1 0.Ge.1.4.3.1.Andrew GEDDES. Engineer, Thurso
-4 -3 -2 -1.Ge.l.4.4.Jane GEDDES..h.1828
-4 -3 -2 -1.Ge.1.4.5.Christina GEDDES.».1834/ Benjamin BAIKIE .see gaikie Tree (33184)
-4 -3 -2 -1.Ge.1.4.6.Margaret (?) GEDDES....h.1834 (??)
-4 -3 -2 -1.Ge.1.4.7.William GEDDES. b.1836..d. 1838
-4 -3 -2 -1.Ge.1.4.8.Andrew GEDDES. b.1838..crofter,Fisherman / ISabella JACK .v.1848..d.1934
-4 -3 -2 -1 0.Ge.1.4.8.1.John GEDDES. b.1869 / Margaret BROOKES
-4 -3 -2 -1 0.Ge.1.4.8.2.James GEDDES....b.1869 / Elizabeth (Lizzie) BROOKES. Brothers married sisters.
-4 -3 -2 -1 0.Ge.1.4.8.3.Daniel GEDDES..b.1871..Engaged to Jessie HAGGIE of East Mey.....Died at sea.
-4 -3 -2 -1 0.Ge.1.4.8.4.Andrew GEDDES. b.1873..d.1887
-4 -3 -2 -1 0.Ge.1.4.8.5.Margaret GEDDES....b.1875 /..1903, William George DUNNET..b..1865..d.1948
-4 -3 -2 -1 0.Ge.1.4.8.6.Jane GEDDES. ».1877.d.1055/ Magnus BAIKIE. b.1870.d.1955. See Baikie Tree
-4 -3 -2 -1 0.Ge.1.4.8.7.Edward GEDDES. b.1880..Died at sea.
-4 -3 -2 -1 0.Ge.1.4.8.8.Isabella Jack (Bella) GEDDES..b.1885, Mill Of Mey..d.25/08/1976, Skarfskerry /..1905,
Robert SKENE..b.1879..d.1966, Mey
-4 -3 -2 -1 0.Ge.1.4.8.9.George GEDDES..b.1886..d.1914 (Killed WW1)
-4 -3 -2 -1 0.Ge.1.4.8.10.William (Willie) GEDDES. b.1891..Disabled - Did not marry.
-4 -3 -2 -1.Ge.1.4.9.Benjamin GEDDES..b.1840..d.1926,Dannevirke..To New Zealand Gold Diggings /
Elizabeth PARKIS. .b.1854, England..d.1932,Dannevirke

-4 -3 -2 -1.Ge.1.4.10.Elizabeth GEDDES..b.1844..d.1860
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“CONDENSED> (Up to Geno) FAMILY TREES - SWANSON (as at Aug. 2000)

Gen-2 Gen-1 GenO
2.swJohn SWANSON / Janet SINCLAIR

-2 -1.Swl.Elizabeth (Elspet) SWANSON / James GUNN

-2 -1 0.Swll.Janet / Jessie GUNN / David BEGG

-2 -1.Sw2.William SWANSON

-2 -1.Sw3.James SWANSON

-2 -1.Sw4.Isobel SWANSON.....Did not marry

-2 -1.Sw5.Jean SWANSON

-2 -1.Sw6.Sinclair SWANSON / Christana JOHNSTON
0.Sw61.Elizabeth SWANSON / Alexander ANDREW

-2 -1 0.Sw62.Janet Jessie SWANSON / Peter TAIT

-2 -1 0.Sw63.Margaret SWANSON...... Died young

-2 -1 0.Sw64.John SWANSON / Elizabeth POLSON

-2 -1 0.Sw65.George SWANSON / Isabella CLYNE

-2 -1 0.Sw66.Sinclair SWANSON / Elizabeth LINKLATER

-2 -1 0.Sw67.Isabella Jane SWANSON / Austen RIGDEN

-2 -1 0.Sw68.Thomas SWANSON / Agnes McKAY

-2 -1 0.Sw69.Diana(h) SWANSON / Sutherland SIMPSON

-2 -1 0.Sw6a.David SWANSON / Jeanie DUNNET

-2 -1.sw7.Thomas SWANSON / (1) Margaret CALDER

-2 -1 0.Sw71.Susanna SWANSON

-2 -1 0.Sw72.John SWANSON / Ann MUNRO

-2 -1 0.Sw73.Alexander SWANSON

-2 -1 0.Sw74.Janet SWANSON.....Died young

-2 -1 0.Sw75.James SWANSON / Janet SINCLAIR

-2 -1. (2) Marjory BAIN

-2 -1 0.Sw76.Jane SWANSON.....Died aged 12

-2 -1 o.swzz.Thomas SWANSON / Jane BAIKIE

-2 -1.Sw8.Janet SWANSON
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RESEARCH SOURCES - INTERNATIONAL

General

1. Mormon Library
*Address in South Australia =
(1) 120 Gage Street,Firle....(P.O. Box 76 Modbury North, SA 5092)....... 82631995.

Hours Tues, Wed, Fri........ 6.30pm to 9.30pm
Thur e, 12.30t0 4.30
Friv s 10.00 to 4.00

(2) Cutting Road, Marion.....(P.O. Box 132 Glenelg, SA 5045).
*Has available :-

(1) International Genealogical Index (IGl)

(2) Old Parish Records (OPR's)

(3) Census - 1841, 1851, 1861, 1871, 1881

(4) Clan Gunn Society :-....Microfilm of original records in the Clan Gunn Centre and Museum, Latheron,
*Gunn's, Baikies, Geddes, Swansons "extracted" from their IGl data base

2. Societies
(a) There are many, many family history societies......consult the "Family Tree Magazine". There is also a
"Scottish Association of Family History Societies"
(b) South Australian Genealogy & Heraldry Society
(c) Clan Gunn Society, Australia - Stuart Henderson, 10 Delray Ave., Wahroonga, NSW 2076
(d) Scots Ancestry Research Society
*3 Albany Street, Edinburgh, SCOTLAND EH1 3PY.
*Non profit making...will assist enquirers upon a registration fee of 10 pounds. Investigation and report costs
are additional. The maximum fee charged for tracing one ancestral line is 80 pounds. The average fee is
somewhat less than this sum.
(e) Scottish Genealogy Society
*Hon Sec., 21 Howard Place, Edinburgh, SCOTLAND EH3 5JY.
*Issues quarterly and free to members "The Scottish Genealogist", which includes genealogical inquiries.
*Publishes pre-1955 county lists of monumental inscriptions & maintains a register of member's interests.
(f) Gunn Research Society of North America
*Publishes "The Gunn Salute”
*3175 West Manor Circle, South West, Atlanta, Georgia, USA 30311
(g) Highland Family History Society
*C/O The Public Library, Farraline Park, Inverness, Scotland IV1 1NH
(h) Society of Genealogists
*14 Charterhouse Buildings, Goswell Road, London EC1M 7BA
*Monumental Inscriptions
*Bookshop (See Catalogue)
3. Directories
(a) Australian Research Directory
*In public libraries.
*Shows list of people in Australia & New Zealand doing family research.
*A similar research directory in the United Kingdom.
(b) National Genealogical Directory
Hill View, Mendip Road, Stoke St. Michael, SOMERSET, BA3 5JU
(c) Genealogical Research Directory (G.R.D.)
In Australia = Mr. K. Johnson, 17 Mitchell Street, North Sydney, 2060
4. Records Offices
(a) General Register Office, Scotland - New Register House,West Register Street, Edinburgh, EH1 3YT
*In Scotland, registration of births deaths and marriages, became compulsory in 1855. Prior to that date,
some 4,000 old parish registers kept by the Church of Scotland and dating from the 16th century are
available for consultation.
*Census records for 1841, 1851, 1861, 1871, 1881, 1891 may also be consulted for genealogical purposes.
*Extracts may be obtained by writing, or by carrying out own research there on payment of a fee.
(b) Scottish Records Office - The Keeper Of The Records Of Scotland, Scottish Record Office, HM
General Register House, Edinburgh, SCOTLAND EH1 3YY
*For details of facilities, see SRO leaflets Nos. 5 & 7.
*Records of wills.....Commissary Court records, Sheriff Court records, Register of Deeds.
*Records of property & succession.
*Records which list individuals....Diligence, Court of Session, Hearth & Poll Tax, Taxation, Valuation, Church,
Burgh, Estate.
(c) Principal registry of the Family Division (See pamphlet)
*First Avenue House, 49 High Holborn, London WC1V 6NP - was Somerset House (??)
*Wills & administration since 1858 (prior to 1858 - Family Records Centre)
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RESEARCH SOURCES - INTERNATIONAL

General

4. Records Offices
(d) Family Records Centre (See pamphlet)
*Combination of :-  Public Record Office formerly at Main building, Ruskin Avenue, Kew, Surrey
Office For National Statiatics
St Catherine's House - 49 High Holbora, London WC IV 6HB (??)
Somerset House (?7?)
*1 Myddelton Street, London, EC1R 1UW - Internet = http:/www.open.gov.uk/pro/prohome.htm
*B,M,D since 1837
*Census returns - microform, 1841-1891
*Non parochial registers, PCC (Prerogative Court of Canterbury) Will & Administration 1567 to 1857
*Registers & returns relating to members of the Services.
*Proceedings of the Chancery Court, Inquisitions Post Mortem, Feet of Fines, Subsidy Rolls and Tax
Accounts & Assessments.
*The "Colonial Office" records.....perhaps information about emigrants.
*The "Home Office" records....convicts transported to Aust. & the court passing sentence.
*Full details ....... consult " Guide To The Contents Of The Public Record Office, Vol 3"
*Does not undertake extended searches, but will provide a list of searchers. Photographic copies of the
records may be obtained.
*Legal records,medieval records..ChanceryLane,London,WC2

5. Clan Gunn Genealogy - Dr. Colin Gunn - taken from the Clan Gunn Herald,1998
(a) Definition
*An attempt to record all persons of the name of GUNN found in..
The Old Parish records of Scotland, from their beginnings to 1854.
Gunns in some of the decennial censuses fro 1841, 1851, 1861.
Death certificates for all Gunn deaths 1855 to 1882.
Mormon microfiches to 1875, census information, and other sources icluding member’s family trees.

*The OPR’s record very few deaths, their starting dates vary widely; in some there are considerable gaps.

*Deaths / burials are mainly taken from the work on graveyard inscriptions for Caithness and Sutherland,
carried out by Misses Cowper and Ross.

(b) For each person the following are given, where known - Name; Place; Born/Baptized; Married;
Died; Notes...

*In most cases, it is the baptisms which is recorded, and there are few recorded birth dates.

*For marriages, the dates are mostly the dates when the banns were read out in church, not the date of
marriage. Also banns are often read out in two separate parishes, if the couple lived in 2 separate parishes.

*A great deal of additional information has turned up in the course of recording - age, address, occupation,
cause of death...

*|t now gives an indication to the demographic, medical and military history of Scotland over 2 centuries,
including the obvious loss of population caused by the Clearances, the many regiments of Scottish soldiers
raised to fight in the French revolutionary and Napoleonic Wars (Chelsea / army pensioners), and the sharp
deterioration of the people’s health in the cities, induced by the Industrial Revolution.

*The surname GUNN is spelt differently, depending on the date when the original record was made.

..... Early entries are usually “GUN”, later ones “GUNN?".
..... Early entries in Highland parishes are occasionall spelt “GUIN” or GUINE", the Gaelic spelling.

*Sept genealogy has not been studied.

6. Others
(a) Scottish Australian Heritage Council
*Information Centre.....P.O. Box 421, Sydney, 2001
*Publishes "Southern Scot".....$20 p.a.....Heather Publishing, P.O. Box 30 Winmalee 2777
(b) Telephone Directories - descendents in Scotland - Exchanges of Barrock, Berriedale, Castletown, Dun
beath, Forss, Gillock, Halkirk, John O' Groats, Latheron, Lybster, Lyth, Reay, Thrumster, Thurso, Watten,
Westerdale, Wick.
(c) Clan Gunn Genealogists

*Dr. Colin Gunn 12 Abbott Walk, Kirkaldy, Fife, SCOTLAND, KY2 5NL

*Michael J Gunn Kirkhall

*Mrs. Sheila Pitcairn c/- New Register House, West Register Street, Edinburgh, SCOTLAND
(d) Others

*Town & village Directories.
*Local villages, churches, libraries & cemeteries.
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6. Others
(e) References

*Adam, F - The Clans, Septs & Regiments Of The Scottish Highlands (8th ed. 1970).....Revised by Sir
Thomas Innes Of Learny

*Black, G.F. - Surnames Of Scotland (1946)

*British Archives - A Guide To Archive resources In The U.K. (London 1982,83)

*Ferguson, Joan - Scottish Family Histories Held In Scottish Libraries (1960)

*Gibson, Jeremy - Record Offices (1981)...list of record repositaries in Britain....addresses, hours, phone, &
other details.

*Grimble, | - Scottish Clans & Tartans (1973)

*Groome, F.H. - Ordnance Gazeteer Of Scotland (approx. 1892)......6 volumes....or single volume issue of
1901(containing revisions made in 1895)

*Gunn, Mark Rugg - The History Of The Clan Gunn.

*Hamilton-Edwards, G - In Search Of Scottish Ancestry(2nd ed. 1983)

*James, A - Scottish Roots (1981)

*Moncrieffe, Sir lain - The Highland Clans.

*Munro, R.W. - Gazeteer Of Scotland (1973)

*Munro, R.W. - Scottish Clans & tartans (1979)

*Osmond, D (Ed.) - The Caithness Book

*Phillip's Handy Adminisrative Atlas Of Scotland (ca 1886).....shows old parishes.

*Reaney, Dr P.H. - A Dictionary Of British Surnames(London 1958)

*Sinclair, Thomas - The Gunns, Wick Scotland, cir 1890

*Steel, D.J. - Sources For Scottish Genealogy And Family History (1970)

*Stuart, Margaret - Scottish Family History (1930)

Z. Note...
(a)Dr. Colin Gunn, Clan Gunn Herald, 1998...

“Before the compulsory registration of births, marriages and deaths in Scotland in 1855, baptism and
marriage contracts were recorded by the Church of Scotland, and were frequently defective. Many parish
records were started very late, the classic example being Kildonan, started only in 1790, condemning many
McHarmish Gunns to permanent genealogical obscurity. Some parishes reveal great gaps of up to 10
consecutive for example, Thurso & Latheron. The loss is greater than 10 missing years because later entries do
not connect.

Why so poor ? Well, Scotland was a poor country. Few graves had headstones. Highland parishes were
huge, for example Kildonan, Durness and Latheron. Each had only one minister of religion, with little or no
storage facilities for the precious records which were attacked by damp and rodents. And a few were
just lost.

And it was only in 1855, with the start of compulsory registration of births, deaths and marriages and death, and
the appointment of a paid official registrar for every parish, that accurate registration began. Even so, for years
afterwards, some events went unrecorded, especially in the industrial cities. English registration began in 1837.
Scottish registration was delayed by 18 years because Scottish legislation required separate bills...”

(b) Baptisms of the Free Church of Dunnet are only available as the original notebook in Register

House.

(c) The Kirk Session Accounts Books have been filmed - the originals at present are in Caithness -

the films are in The Scottish Records Office. Available in Mormon Libraries ??

(d) The “Mort-clott” was borrowed from the Kirk Session to cover the coffin as it was being carried to

the grave. Sometimes a bell man tolled a hand bell, walking in front of a funeral procession. The bell
was kept for he purpose by the Kirk Session and a fee charged for its use. If people could not afford
to pay , sometimes the money would be given out of the “poors fund” for the use of the bell and the

cloth. Not all parishes list the names of the people paying the fees in their accounts. Often it is just a
figure entry for the mort clott and no names mentioned. Read - Margaret Bennet - “Scottish
Customs - From The Cradle to the Grave”, 1992, Polygon, Edinburgh.
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“Origin of the Name

It is not known that the parish ever had any other name,
than what it now bears. Canisbay has been supposed by
some to have been originally written Canonsbay; others
conjecture it to have some connection with the Latin
vocable Canis. It is, however, more probable, that Canute’s
- Bay was its first appellation, in honour of the arrival of
some Norwegian chief of the name of Canute. There is
indeed no account of the descent of such a chief upon the
coast, nor is there any bay in the parish now denominated
Canisbay. But as all the places of the least note in the
parish, are clearly of Norwegian derivation, it cannot be
supposed, that the name of the district itself should be an
exception.

Situation and Extent

The parish of Canisbay being the most northern land in the
island of Great Britain, is situated in the latitude of 58 45’
about 2 degrees of W. longitude from London. The figure of
the parish is remarkable for its regularity, exhibiting, to the
eye the exact quadrant of a circle, the arch of which divides
it from the neighbouring parishes towards the land, and the
two containing sides from the seas that wash its coasts;
Dungisbay Head is in the vertex of this quadrant, from
which the coast stretches in a straight direction due S and
due W till it meets with Wick parish on one hand, and
Dunnet on the other. Each of these lines may be reckoned
8 English miles in extent. The whole occupy about 50
square miles or upwards.

Soil, Surface, etc

Canisbay is rather a level than a hilly district. The Warth
Hill is of considerable height and magnitude, and is the only
one in the parish deserving the name. The Loch of Mey is
about 2 scotch miles in circumference. There is no river,
and only a few rivulets (the chief of which is the Burn of
Freswick) in the whole parish. A single stone (sea-rock
excepted) of any considerable magnitude, is no where to be
seen above the surface of the earth.

There are mineral and fresh water springs in
abundance. The former are all of the chalybeate kind.
There is one of excellent quality near the old castle of
Freswick. Heath in general prevails, where agriculture has
not reached. There are, however, considerable tracts of
green pasture land, in different districts of the parish,
which require only the advantages of cultivation to be made
productive. A light black loam with an intermixture of moss,
is, where cultivation prevails, the general character of the
soil. The rest is entirely moss, reaching, in some places
down to the sea brink, and yielding peats in the greatest
abundance, and of as good quality as any in the kingdom.
The lands about Mey, belonging to the Earl of Caithnes,
have an intermixture of clay.

Climate

The climate is distinguished by variable, rather than
tempestuous weather. Remote from the mountains, which
attract moisture and occasion rain, fair weather is not
unusual. The winters are generally mild and open, frosts
are seldom intense, or of long continuance. The snow
never thickens to any depth, and the coast is scarcely
sprinlded by it, while in more inland parishes it lies to a
considerable depth. The level situation of the parish, and
the sea surrounding it on every side but one, may be
regarded as the causes of this temperature. The summers
in Canisbay, for the same reason, are temperately cool;
and high winds are, in general, more prevalent than heavy

rains. The Aurora Borealis begins to exhibit itself about
the middle of harvest. In no part of Britain is it to be seen
to more advantage. At times, from the shifting brilliancy of
its vivid coruscations, the whole heavens seem to be in
motion; at other times a settled bloody tinge prevails over
all the sky; and on these occasions, the whole
phenomenon appears truly awful and magnificent. All its
appearances seem to prove that it is the effect of
electricity.

Longevity and Diseases

There are few districts where more good health is enjoyed
than in Canisbay. The inhabitants in general live to a
good old age. There are several at present in the parish
betwixt 90 and 100. Many die at an advanced age,
without the recollection of a day’s illness in the course
of their lives. The most prevalent elnesses among the
people, are those arising from obstructed perspiration,
owing to the variableness of the weather, and perhaps still
more, to the raw and unwholesome vapours transfused
into the atmosphere they breathe, from the extensive tracts
of fen, muir and moss in their vicinity, while colds, coughs,
and rheumatisms are not unfrequent. Fevers prevail as
litle here, perhaps, as in any corner of the world.
Inoculation is not yet in general practice; but though few
escape the small pox, the disease is seldom mortal.
Indeed, most other diseases are extremely rare. Few
parishes, therefore, give less trouble or emolument to
physicians, than Canisbay.

Population

There are 382 families in the parish, including those in the
island of Stroma. The number of males is 881, and of
females 1069, total 1950. The return to Dr Webster in
1755, was only 1481 souls. The population has therefore
increased 469 within these 40 years. The advancement of
civilization, the free enjoyment of property, a better
cultivated soil, the multiplicity of families on small
farms, and more extensive employment in fishing and
the other maritime occupations, may be considered as
the operative fources of this increase. As these causes
acquire additional energy, proportional effects may be
expected. Were the waste grounds cultivated, and some
little branches of manufacture established, the yearly
produce of the soil, and the number of fouls in the parish,
might amount to a third more, than what they now are. The
following list shews the number of births, deaths, and
marriages, for the last 4 years.

Years Births Deaths Marriages
1787 65 19 12
1788 70 23 13
1789 66 18 12
1790 73 27 16

Rents and Proprietors

The whole valued rent of the parish amounts to 3855L 3s
6d Scotch. The real rent may be computed at about 1300L
Sterling. From 1200 to 1500 bolls of victual are yearly
exported, besides maintaining the inhabitants. Land is
divided into what are called penny lands, halfpenny lands,
farthing lands and octos. Eight octos are reckoned equal to
12 acres. The rent of an acre, at an average, is not below a
guinea. In some places it is 30s or upwards. The Earl of
Caithness, Robert Sinclair, Esq of Freswick, and the
family of Brabster, are the only proprietors in the
parish. Brabster is an inland property, lying in the centre of
the district. All the other cultivated lands are situated on the
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coast, extending, at an average, about half an English mile
from the shore. There are also frequent interjections of
moss and moor, reaching down to the sea coast, and
dividing one cultivated district from another. Hence it is
apparent, how small a proportion of this extensive parish is
as yet brought into cultivation.

Cultivation and Produce

The medium extent of farms does not exceed the sum of 9l
Sterling yearly rent. By this multiplicity of families, the soil is
brought up to the highest pitch of cultivation. - Oats and
barley, in alternate crops, with the addition of some flax
and potatoes, are the sole objects of agriculture. The
soil, at an average, yields about 5 returns of oats, and
above 7 of barley; but in some particular spots, no less than
11 returns of barley have been reaped. From Martinmas till
spring, the dung of the cattle is left in the byre; a bedding of
dry earth or peat mold is thrown above it every day, which
mixes with the dung, and, at the same time, keeps the cattle
warm and dry. A cart load of this compost is reckoned more
valuable as a manure, than three of pure dung, particularly,
if thrown out and exposed to the weather through the
winter; but the principle manure along the coast, is tang
or sea ware ; it comes ashore in the greatest
abundance during the spring months, when it is most
needed. A wind blowing from the land brings the ware from
the sea. This manure is solely appropriated to the barley
crop. It is a powerful cleanser of the soil, coalesees with it in
the shortest space, exerts and exhausts its nutritive virtues
in the nourishment of one crop. In whatever manner it is laid
upon the field, it is a manure of the first estimation.
Dunghills consisting of earth and ware, of 6 or 12 month’s
standing, seem the most eligible preparation of this valuable
manure for the soil. From the constant use of sea-ware, as
a manure, along with the constituent qualities of the soil, the
cultivated lands in most parts of the parish, are as fine and
friable as garden mould, and are cultivated in general with
less strength, than, comparatively speaking, is found
requisite in other places of the county. The soil being
perfectly clear of latent rock, the plough is made of the
slightest construction; and, in general, both plough and
cattle do not exceed 10L Sterling in value.

Oats are begun to be sown about the first week of April. and
barley about the 12th of May, nor is the season gone for the
sowing of the latter so late as the 21st of June. Harvest
begins about the 1st of September. and is in general
finished in the course of a month. Gray and black oats are
the common growth of the parish, as they are over all
Caithness. They unquestionably accord better with the soil
and climate, than the white oats. The latter is not only a
greater robber of the soil, but is far more liable to shake in
harvest, than the former. Bread of the white oats is
stronger, and perhaps somewhat fairer, but by no means
superior in taste and mellowness. A man servant gets little
short of 3L Sterling per annum, and a woman half as much.
Day labourers are seldom employed They may be hade at
about 9d per day without victuals. Mason and joiner work is
fully higher than in any part of Scotland. Carts are in
common use throughout the parish.

Proposed Improvements

As neither inclosures nor winter herding, have as yet taken
place, green crops are of course unattended to, among the
common people. The proprietors and gentlemen, whose
attention is directed to farming, carry on their operations on
a more liberal and extensive plan. Improvers, conversant in

every branch of agricultural employment; with farms worth
100 L or upwards, of yearly rent ; inclosures, green crops,
implements of the most approved construction, and
labouring cattle of due fize and estimation, are what justly
entitle them to the appellation of farmers. Their praise
would be great indeed, if, by granting longer leases to the
tenants, they could persuade them once to begin the
business of inclosing, and the culture of waste ground,
which cries aloud, and has cried for ages, for the
advantages of the spade and the plough. In former times,
and even these not, as they are called, are now for the
most part converted into money. Unlimited services are no
longer exigible. In one half of the parish, two days in
spring, and two in harvest, are the stipulated service; nor is
this invariably exacted. From the operation of present
arrangements, in a very time the other half will be equally
free. Emancipation is every where prevailing, and the
monster Feudalism is hiding his head in shame.

Black Cattle and Pasturage

Canisbay, notwithstanding its boundless extent of hill
pasture, is not to be reckoned a cattle parish. To
descend to a particular enumeration, of the horses and
black cattle in it, could answer little purpose, when it can be
asserted as a fact, that not above one third, of the foals or
calves, is reared and brought up in the parish, that are
necessary for the culture of the soil. Grass is one of the
principal wants we have to complain of. The arable soil is
so precious, that the farmer thinks, he could not bear
turning any part of it into grass. The want of inclosures and
winter herding, precludes him from the advantages of
green crops. The best grass farm in the parish lies on the
north coast, about an English mile from Dungisbay Head. It
is sufficient for the support of 30 cows, and yields butter,
which, for colour and quality, is deservedly held in the
highest estimation.

Sheep

It is not believed, that the whole sheep in the parish at
present exceed 2000. Foxes, dogs, bad seasons, and,
above all, the inattention of the owners, are the causes
of the diminution of their number, to a third part of what
they formerly were. They are far from being of a very good
quality, either for wool or mutton ; nor has any attempt
been made to meliorate the breed. The parish in general is
not naturally possessed of pasturage favourable for the
rearing of sheep. There is one place in it, however, that
seems to recommend itself for the pasturage of sheep, and
for nothing else. This is Dungisbay Head and its environs,
which might be adequate to the support of 600 or 700
sheep. The Head itself is every where covered with green
to the very brink of the surrounding rock, with an
intermixture of short young heath. The situation is dry and
the air wholesome.

The Head communicates with the Warth Hill, which would
relieve the pasturage occasionally. Upon the whole, it is
hardly to be doubted, that sheep would prosper on this
pasture, if duly attended to; and it were greatly to be
wished, that the proprietor or possessor would make the
experiment.

Swine, etc

There is a superabundance of swine throughout the
parish ; they are of a small size, fatten well, and their flesh
is peculiarly tender and delicate ; but the damage they do,
in the winter season, to the grass and corn lands, as they
are allowed to roam at large, far exceeds any advantages,

Page 414




RESEARCH SOURCES - INTERNATIONAL

Census = The First Canisbay Parish Statistical Report (1791)

that can accrue from the rearing of them. Geese and other
poultry are also in great plenty, though not above half the
number are reared, since what was payable in kind to the
proprietor, has been converted into money.

Average value of the above Animals..

L sd
An Ox 300 Beef fells at 2 1/2d per Ib.
A Cow 2 100
A Horse 300
A Sheep 060 Mutton at 2d
A Sow 0 12 0 Pork at 2d
A Goose 016
A Hen 0 05 A dozen of eggs 1 1/2d

Coasts _Dungisbay Head, the Berubium Of Ptolemy, is
situated in the N.E. corner of the island of Great Britain,
where the line of the coast, from a northern direction, turns
directly due west, and continues its course, till it reaches
Cape Wrath, with little or no variation in its rectilinear
direction. This beautiful promontory is of a circular shape,
about 2 miles in circumference. Towards the sea, which
encompasses two thirds of the Head, it is one continued
precipice. On the land side, you descend by a gentle slope
into a deep valley, having a small mossy rivulet running
through it, which terminates the Head on that quarter. Near
the top of the rock, and on that side which faces the
Orkneys, there is a vast gulph or cavern, (called, by the
neighbouring inhabitants, the Glupe), stretching all around
perpendicularly down, till its dusky bottom comes on a level
with the sea, with whose waves it holds communication, by
an opening at the base of the intervening rock. The bridge
betwixt this fearful chasm, and the edge of the main rock,
towards the sea, is about six yards wide. On the highest part
of the head, about 50 yards from the edge of the precipice,
there are to be seen indubitable marks of some house, or
mansion, heretofore erected by the hand of man. Its base,
which is all that now remains, is perfectly circular, and about
20 feet wide. It has probably been occupied as a watch
tower, or place of observation, corresponding with another,
the vestiges of which are to be seen on the top of Warth hill,
at about the distance of 2 miles.

South from the Head, for about 5 miles, the Warth hill
extends its base to the sea brink. The coast is every where
exceeding bold, and the wild and varied magnificence of the
rocks are peculiarly striking to the eye of a stranger. Beyond,
for about a mile, the coast subsides into a beautiful sandy
beach winding around the bay, till it reaches the mansion-
house of Freswick. Here the coast again resumes its
boldness, which continues with little variation, till it reaches
the confines of the parish. The lands adjacent to the shore,
for the last 3 miles, ( a little moor south of Freswick
excepted) are all under cultivation. The coast is beautiful ;
the soil luxuriant and productive.

The north coast has but little of that stupendous boldness,
for which the eastern one is so remarkable. in coming down
from the Head, and travelling westward for two miles, the
walk is extremely pleasant. The greatest luxuriancy of
growth prevails, extending from the shore about a mile
inland. The beach itself consists wholly of shells and shell
sand, of the purest white, which contribute alike to beautify
the coast, and to enrich the soil. In the middle of this
delightful walk, you approach the celebrated residence of
JOHN 0’ GROATS; but, although his name be still illustrious,
the spot is scarcely distinguishable where he dwelt. .

Westward from the burn of Dungisbay to Huna, moss
prevails to the sea brink. From Huna to Gills, is one of the
most fertile districts in the parish. The church is situated in
the middle of it, on a green rising ground, close by the
shore, the manse about about a quarter of a mile inland
from the church. Beyond Gills, there is. along the west, a
large tract of waste ground, though very capable of
cultivation. Mey, part of the property of the Earl of
Caithness, terminates the parish on the west. This is an
exceeding populous and fertile district there are above 100
families on this part of his Lordship’s estate. What he farms
himself might rent for about 100 L a-year.

Maritime State - There are no ships belonging to the
parish, nor harbours in it to receive them. The bays upon
the coast are those of Gills, Dungisbay, and Freswick, in all
of which, if the weather be tolerably moderate, vessels can
lie in safety, and take in their cargoes ; but, none of them
are to be regarded as eligible stations in rough weather.
Gills Bay is preferable to the rest.

Kelp and Minerals — The shores of Canisbay are
exceeding valuable, yielding about 100 tons of kelp in a
favourable season, which is near as much as is made in all
of the rest of Caithness. They afford freestone for building,
and ware for the land in the greatest abundance. The shell
shore of Dungisbay, yields lime of the first estimation for
purity and whiteness, and, in some parts of the world,
would turn to considerable account to the owner. The
adjacent lands are altogether impregnated with the sand of
these shells, which gives a peculiar activity and cleanliness
to the soil. The superior luxuriancy of the grass in this
district, seems wholly owing to the quickening influence of
this calcareous manure in its neighbourhood. Near Barrogil
Castle, is found a species of coal which emits a hot vivid
flame in burning, but without much dissolution of parts, or
diminution of size, after it becomes extinct. It is got near
the surface of the earth; and, in all probability, coal of a
better quality may be found under it ; but, the
superabundance of peat fuel, in the mosses of
Canisbay, in a great measure supersedes the necessity of
digging for it.

Boats and Fishing - There are about 60 boats around
the coast, and yet not one man who lives entirely by
fishing in the whole parish. Each of these boats is the
joint property of, perhaps, 6 or 7 different owners. The fish
are divided according to the value of their respective
shares in the boat; and, the object of fishing is not sale,
but the support of their families. The business of
agriculture, from the benignity of the soil, and the number
of hands employed, being soon and easily dispatched, they
have abundance of leisure every good day to go a fishing.
Hence, every farmer in the parish, (the inland estate of
Brabster excepted), is a fisherman, and every fisherman
a farmer. There is, perhaps, scarce an instance known, of
one parishioner ever selling a fish to another. Fish
mongers have of late engaged some boats, on the coast,
to fish cod and ling at a stipulated value; but as this branch
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of industry is yet but in its infancy, it merits no particular
description on the present occasion. On the north coast, the
rapidity of the tides in the Pentland Frith is altogether
unfavourable to fishing. In very stormy weather, cod and ling
are, by the force of the billows, frequently thrown in alive
upon the shore, and taken up by the people, who on these
occasions go in quest of them. On the east coast, the same
difficulties not occurring, fishing might unquestionably turn to
good account, if proper exertions were made, and boats
accustomed to make a greater stretch from land, before they
dropt their lines. Gray fish, as they are called, of all kinds,
abound every where around the coast, and constitute a
great part of the sustenance of the inhabitants. The shoal of
young fish that pour into every creek and bay, about the
beginning of September, are such, that a boll of them may
be caught at a few hawls, in the course of one evening.
They seem to be the intermingled fry of various genera, and
are called by the inhabitants Sellacs. They are tender and
delicious in the highest degree, and, in general, between 3
and 4 inches long. While the rapidity of the tides on the north
coast is much against the fishing of cod and ling, there is
perhaps no station in the world, where a lobster fishing
might be more successfully carried on. The bays of Mey,
Gills, and Dungisbay, abound in lobsters to a great degree.
A few boats at Mey, for the behoof of Messr Selby and Co of
London, have been employed for the first time, in this branch
of industry, this season; and, from the success they have
had, it is to be hoped, this species of fishing will soon
become general around the coast.

Church, Schools, and Poor, etc - The session records
reach as far back as the restoration, but are not continued
down without many gaps and mutilations. The whole
inhabitants of the parish profess the religion of the
established church, except a few of the Anabaptist
persuasion. The first rise of that fact in Caithness was in a
part of the parish of Wick, where a gentleman of landed
property resided, whose views of religion inclined him to
profess and propagate the Anabaptist system; From that
district, bordering on Canisbay, it was imported into this
parish; It is now greatly on the decline, and never was
accompanied with any sort of outrage, wildness, or violence
in its professors. The stipend of Canisbay is at present 6
chalders of victual, one half meal, and the other half bear,
with 200 merks of money, and the small tithes of the parish,
accounted, though not equal to, 200 merks more. Besides
the parochial school, there are two society-schools in
the parish, with a salary of 10L each. The parochial school
may be worth about 18L sterling. The church has very lately
received a good repair, and the minister has been extremely
well accommodated with new office houses. The manse,
unless attended to, will not be of long duration. The glebe is
a very small one, and there is little or no grass annexed to it.
The poor, from the session funds, and various collections,
receive, at annual distributions, about the sum of 10L or 12L
Sterling. The indigent are indeed numerous, yet there are
few or no strolling beggars in the parish.

The present nhinister has been 11 years in office, and has

not been asked for above half a dozen certificates. in
behalf of indigent persons. necessitated to throw
themselves upon the alms of the piiblic.The parish, at the
same time. comparatively speaking. is far from being a
rich one. The sea is its great support, without which, at
the rate the lands are rented, it would be impossible
for the inhabitants to live. The sea not only supplies
them with fish, but with bread also, from the great
abundance of tang-manure, which, even, in bad seasons.
seldom fails to ensure a crop. It also affords them
employment, with suitable wages. during summer, in the
manufacture of kelp. A good deal is gained by pilotage and
not a little by sea express. From these combined causes.
and their being inured from their earliest years to habits of
sobriety and temperance, they may be said to live in a
state equally removed from want and from abundance.

Dress, Customs, etc - In Canisbay there are no
manufactures. Their common apparel is of home
growth and texture, generally dyed black. Their dress
cloaths are all imported, and in general of better quality,
than their circumstances can well afford. Both sexes are
alike ambitious to appear fine. Few country congregations
are more crowded, or brilliant in the summer season.
Meeting for dancing are common in winter. It is then,
too, that they generally marry. Their weddings are often
crowded ; but the entertainment is always gratuitous.
There are annual emigrations from the parish, both of
males and females in the menial line, who leave the
place of their nativity, in quest of superior wages in the
south of Scotland. Many of the young men become
soldiers, preferring the land to the sea service. Their
character in that capacity has always been to their credit.
There are few superstitious usages among them....

No gentleman. however, of the of SINCLAIR. either in
Canisbay or throughout Caithness. will put on green
apparel , or think of crossing the Ord upon a Monday. They
were dressed in green. and they crossed the Ord upon a
Monday. in their way to the battle of Flowden. where they
fought and fell in the service of their country, almost
without leaving a representative of the name behind them.
The day and the dress are accordingly regarded as
inauspicious. If the Ord must be got beyond on Monday.
the journey is performed by sea. A superstition thus
derived from the heroism of their ancestors, and so well
calculated to excite a similar spirit in their offspring.
philosophy itself will allow to be preserved from oblivion.
Ghosts and fairies are believed to manifest themselves
occasionally. There are three popish chapels mouldering
into desolation in the parish, one at Freswick, another at
Brabster, and a third at St John's Head. Some
superstitious rites, now in total disuse, were wont to be
performed, by the ignorant vulgar, on particular days, at
these sanctified ruins. At present, not a vestige of popery
seems to intermingle in the creed of the people. There are
no wells of preternatural efficacy in the parish. There is no
day in the year accounted inauspicious, or, (Sundays
excepted) held in higher estimation than another.
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Ghosts and fairies are believed to manifest themselves
occasionally. There are three popish chapels mouldering
into desolation in the parish, one at Freswick, another at
Brabster, and a third at St John’s Head. Some superstitious
rites, now in total disuse, were wont to be performed, by the
ignorant vulgar, on particular days, at these sanctified ruins.
At present, not a vestige of popery seems to intermingle in
the creed of the people. There are no wells of preternatural
efficacy in the parish. There is no day in the year accounted
inauspicious, or, (Sundays excepted) held in higher
estimation than another.

Character - In point of stature, there are few of the
inhabitants either much above or below the middle size.
Being seldom employed in any sort of labour, whose
progress from its difficulty is necessarily slow, and equal, if
not superior, to every task incumbent on them to
accomplish, they often manifest the greatest activity,
alertness and dispatch. Hence, while occupied in walking, or
speaking, their motion and their utterance is rather quick
than flow. This may be partly owing to their living so much at
sea, where the greatest possible dispatch is so often
necessary. The climate, with a train of local circumstances,
serves to give a particular activity to the blood and spirits of
the inhabitants of the north. Notwithstanding this alertness
and promptitude in all their operations, unless impelled to
action from necessity, or the excitement of some particular
interest they have in view, there are no people in the world
fonder of doing nothing. During their hours of idleness,
which are many, languor and lassitude are never
observable about them. The mind, having no interests of its
own to fasten upon, exerts its power, for the sake of
employment, in making investigations into the condtion and
character of others. Hence that solicitude after news, that
spirit for prying into the most hidden concerns of their
neighbours, with the view of gratifying curiosity rather than
malevolence; and hence also, a more enlarged knowledge
of their country, and a more extensive acquaintance and
correspondence with one another, that obtains among the
peasantry of any other part of Great Britain. In the presence
of their superiors, their self-possession, recollection and
faculty of utterance never deserts them. Their discernment
of the purposes of others, and dexterity in concealing their
own, are no less remarkable. What a pity such respectable
endowments, should be left to waste themselves on objects,
neither of public utility nor of private emolument. Were they
properly called forth, and engaged in branches of
commendable industry, the gain would be great indeed, both
to themselves and to their country.

Antiquities and Natural Curiosities - Houses, said to
have belonged to the Picts, though in no respect
remarkable, except for their antiquity, are to be seen in
different parts of the parish. The prospect from Dungisbay
Head, may be well reckoned a curiosity of the first distinction
of its kind. It commands the whole of the Pentland Frith, and
as far beyond it as the eye can stretch. The Orkney Isles
appear spread out in that happy point of vision, in which
such objects are contemplated with the greatest pleasure

and delight. The German Ocean to a great extent, the
Murray Frith, and the hills of Banff, Aberdeen, and
Murrayshire, are all under view. No traveller, when he
comes to John O’ Groats, will repent a visit to the Head.
The Stalks of Dungisbay, as the are called, are two
pyramidal pillars of nacked freestone-rock. They rear their
fantastic summits a great way into the air, and strike the
eye of a stranger in approaching them, as the huge spires
of some old magnificent Gothic pile. They are frequented in
summer by innumerable sea fowls, who hatch and bring
forth their young about their sides, while the eagle fits in
royalty upon their summits. Near to St John's Head, upon
the north coast, is one of the pleasantest spots in the
whole parish. It affords evident tokens, of having been, in
former ages, a residence of great respectability; from a
burying ground, and the vestiges of an old chapel in the
neighbourhood, now in total ruins as well as from the name
it bears, it would seem to have been consecrated to
religious purposes. From the vestiges of a ditch and draw-
bridge, defending it on the land side, it must have been
occupied as a place of strength and security; but, whether
it has been the residence of saints or heroes, it affords
ample proof, that neither taste nor judgement were
wanting, in the choice of it as an habitation. The
decorations of art are alone wanting to render it one of the
loveliest spots in Caithness. In the burn of Stempster, is
found white spar of the purest quality. When put into the
fire, a very slight degree of heat makes it throw out a
considerable portion of phosphoric light, which gradually
decays as the stone cools, and it is again recruited as the
stone is heated a-new. When reduced to a powder, it puts
on an exceeding brilliant and beautiful appearance during
ignition. In electrical experiments, it is a non - conductor ,
nor does it seem soluble in acids. About a quarter of a mile
east from the church, there are 2 springs of fresh water, at
least 30 yards within the flood mark. Betwixt Brabster and
Freswick there is a deep hollow, called, in the dialect of the
parish, the Wolf's Ego, which must have derived its name
from being the haunt of wolves in former times. There are
other circumstances handed down by tradition, which tend
to prove, that this ravenous animal was once an inhabitant
of Canisbay.

Wild Animals - The quadrupeds are foxes, hares,
otters and weasels. Adders are sometimes found in the
mosses, but they are not numerous. In the links of
Freswick, Dungisbay and Huna, there are plenty of
rabbits, but they turn to little account. There are also
moor-fowl, plovers, snipes, some partridges, and
multitudes of wild pigeons in the rocks. Birds of
passage are, the green plover, wild goose, snow-fowl,
wagtail, swallow and rail. The snow-fowl, in the winter, are
inconceivably numerous. The hills are exceedingly well
flocked with the moor game above mentioned. The coasts,
throughout the year. abound in multitudes of sea-fowl.
In the summer months, the swarms of scarfs, marrots,
saiks etc that come to hatch in the rocks of Dungisbay and
Stroma, are prodigious. They in a manner darken the air,
when, on any sudden alarm, they take wing in a body from
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their nests. The gun makes frequent and bloody havock
among them. They are shot for amusement from boats, and
the common people appropriate their flesh and feathers to
their own use. The sport is cruel and unprofitable, as
numbers die upon their young in the nest, or expire before
they reach the edge of the proiecting shelve.

Planting - There is no planting in the parish. A good
many years ago, an experiment was made on a part of the
Warth Hill. A few acres were planted with firs. They throve
very well while young ; but the fence being insufficient, and
soon mouldering away, and the plantation exposed to all
possible injury, the whole perished, and at present no
vestige of it is to be seen. The spot was well chosen, and
had the plantation been attended to, there is hardly a doubt,
but that it would have prospered. No charge ought to be
brought against the soil and climate, as long as the exertions
of industry are wanting to overcome the obstacles
complained of Without a suitable choice of ground, both as
to soil and shelter, and without proper inclosures, what
success can or ought to be expected? The burns of
Freswick, of Dungisbay, and the winding braes of Gills,
where, in defiance of the depredations, both of man and
beast, some natural brush-wood maintains its residence,
seem to claim a preference in experiments of this sort.

Road, Inns, Traffic, etc - The public roads in the parish
are those leading from Huna to Wick and Thurso, both lying
along the coast, the one in a southerly, and the other in a
westerly direction. They have never been completed, and
are very uncomfortable in the winter. A third from Huna,
leading into the middle of the country by Brabster, would be
a great conveniency to other parishes, as well as to

Canisbay. Tippling houses are by far too numerous in the
parish ; They have undoubtedly a bad influence on the
industry, as well as morals of the people. Three, besides
the ferry houses, are all that ought to be allowed. From
Huna, the ferry boat crosses with the mails for Orkney
once a week. From Burwick in South Ronaldshay, the
Orkney mails in like manner cross to Huna. The distance
there, being the shortest betwixt Caithness and Orkney, is
reckoned 4 leagues in extent. if a passenger goes along
with the mails, the freight is ~s. ; but if he hires the ferry
boat for himself, it is 7s. Although the Pentland Frith may
be deservedly accounted the most tempestuous piece of
sea, around the island of Britain, it is remarkable how few
accidents happen in crossing it ; but the danger it
threatens, suggests the means of preventing it. The time of
tide is observed to a minute, in putting out to sea. The
boats are strong and of good construction ; the boatmen
perfect masters of their business, and acquainted from
their infancy with every circumstance, respecting the
variation of the tides they have to go through. In the
summer season, there is almost a continued
communication betwixt Caithness and Orkney, in the traffic
of horses. Colts from the highlands of Caithness, from
Sutherland and Strathnaver are sold to Orkney; and these
very colts, when past their prime, are again brought from
Orkney,” and re-imported into Caithness. By far the
greatest number of these cross to and from the shores of
Canisbay, on account of the shortness of the passage.
Large boats are made for transporting them ; and the
freic~ht of each colt is Is., and a full grown horse Is Sd. to
the nearest land. There are 2 petty markets in the parish, in
the course of a year, one in December, and the other in
February”.

Taken in full from...

“The First Canisbay Parish Statistical Report “ (1791)

Rev. John Morrison D.D.
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