SECTION 5

THE EXTENDED FAMILY

. Donald’s Brothers & Sisters

Child 1 Gavin GUNN

Child 2 David GUNN

Child 3 Margaret GUNN

Child 5 Murdoch GUNN / Margaret SUTHERLAND
Child 6 Janet GUNN / William BLYTH

Child 7 Alexandrina GUNN / George BREMNER

Helen’s Brothers & Sisters

Child 2 Benjamin BAIKIE

Child 8 John Calder BAIKIE

Child 1 Jane BAIKIE & Thomas SWANSON

Child 4 Georgina Calder BAIKIE & John LEYLAND

Child 5 Catherine BAIKIE & Captain Alexander CALDER
Child 6 Jemima BAIKIE & Harry GUNN

Child 7 Isabella BAIKIE & John SINCLAIR

Child 9 Magnus BAIKIE & Jane GEDDES

Child 10 George BAIKIE & Georgina WALLACE

« The “Geddes Connection” ....John GEDDES & Jean
HAM, and Their Family

Page 313



THE EXTENDED FAMILY - Donald’s Brothers & Sisters

Child 1 6.-1.n - Gavin GUNN 1845 - ??
. Gavin was christened in 1845 at Bower, Canisbay.

. He may have married.
. Flora Naylor wrote in her travel diary : “Gavin, dad’s eldest brother, no children”.

Child 2 6.-1.5 - David GUNN (1846 - ??

. David was born around 1846 at Auckingill (?), Canisbay.
Flora Naylor wrote in her travel diary : “Uncle David Gunn had 3 sons” - Peter, a Baker; Harry,
a Coachman; George, a Baker”.

Child 3 .-1.5 - Margaret (“Maggie’’) GUNN 1849 - 22

o Margaret was born around 1849 at
Auckingill (?), Canisbay.

o She did not marry and lived in Halkirk.

. Helen Millar recalls : “her Aunt Marg
Threadgold talking of her Aunt Maggie with a
chicken farm."

Margaret GUN

“Aunt Maggie at her farm, Halkirk”
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THE EXTENDED FAMILY - Donald’s Brothers & Sisters

Child S (6.-1.5 - Murdoch GUNN (1857 -1927) &

Margaret SUTHERLAND
CHRONOLOGY

CODE WHO EVENT WHEN WHERE/COMMENT/ SOURCE
G.-1.5 GUNN,Murdoch Born 1857 Auckingill,Canisbay.,Scotland.....IGI / Census

Christen. 19/12/1857 Auckingill,Canisbay.,Scotland.....IGI / Census

Occupation Estate mason; Piper.....Family

Married 884 L Reg. Wick No. 28

Died 19/08/1927 Aged 50.....Miss Bremner

Buried 08/1927 Keiss Cemetery, unmarked grave.....Miss Bremner

SUTHERLAND Born Not Known Auckingill,Canisbay.,Scotland.....Census
Margaret Died Not Known
Buried Not Known

(Much of the information comes from a Miss Bremner, who lived at Kletten in Keiss village, aged 90, in 1988 when Bernard Thompson
visited her. She may be a distant relation through Murdoch's younger sister Alexandrina who married George Bremner)

0 Murdoch was born in 1857 at Auckingill Canisbay, and married Margaret SUTHERLAND
in 1884.

o Murdoch was an estate mason and piper at Keiss Castle. When he was young he used to
lead all the children from school to the castle playing the pipes. He had a son, also called
Murdoch, before he got married. After his marriage to Margaret Sutherland, they had nine
more children. Murdoch died in 1927, aged 50, and is buried in the Keiss Cemetery - un-
marked grave.

o The family story....."When Murdoch’s elder brother, Donald, left for Australia they
agreed to call their eldest son after each other”....In Australia, Donald’s eldest was called
Murdoch, and in Scotland, Murdoch’s eldest from his marriage was called Donald.

MURDOCH & MMARGARET GUNN - Their Family

G.-1.5.1. Murdoch Gunn / Margaret (“Maggie”) Geddes G.-1.5.2. Donald Gunn / Helen Mowat

G.-1.5.3. Peter Gunn / ??......To Toronto Canada G.-1.5.4. Bob Gunn ...... To Toronto Canada
G.-1.5.5. David William (“Willie”) Gunn G.-1.5.6. Joe Gunn

G.-1.5.7. Mlargaret (“Maggie”) Gunn / Kenneth Sutherland G.-1.5.8. Alice Gunn

G.-1.5.9. Jessie Gunn .....To Australia ?? G.-1.5.a. Bella Gunn / ?? Davidson ??

0 Child 1 .-151)- Murdoch GUNN was born circa 1883. He was a crofter and fisherman.
He married Margaret ("Maggy") GEDDES and they had four children...

. Child 1 (c-1.5.1.1)-Jessie Gunn married and had one daughter.
She died in 1993. o

. Child 2 (c-15.1.2)-Jean Gunn, married but without issue. She e B9 1, 58
died about 1990. ﬁ:.-, 0 _ O,

. Child 3 (G.-15.1.3)-Margaret Gunn was born about 1912, was a otm raresn 1
widow, and lived in Inverness. | MERDOCH CUNf

Mo Keiss

. Child 4 (G.-15.14) Murdoch ("Murdo") Gunn was born in 8 W 0z 07 £ o

AND OUR MOTHER

1920. He was a joiner with the Wick District Council. He died in B MARCARET GEDDES i
o Wro Drep 27" Jan. 1932 .

1986 shortly after he retired. His wife, Elizabeth (Betty), now
lives at 7 Francis Street Wick. They had three children...

* Murdo GUNN (G.-1.5.1.4.1.), born 1949, residing in Glasgow.

* Maureen GUNN (G.-1.5.1.4.2), a teacher, born in 1951, and
married G.N. MILLER. They had a child, Murdoch MILLER,
residing in Glasgow.

* Kathleen Margaret GUNN (G.-1.5.1.4.3.), born 1953.

Murdoch died in 1922 aged 39, and Maggy in 1952. Both are buried in the Keiss cemetery,
2 miles south of Auckingill, grave No. 111. Flora Naylor wrote in her diary of her 1961 trip ...”
At Keiss Cemetery, we found the headstones of Peter Gunn & his wife, Alexandrina Robertson &
Murdoch Gunn (Donald's brother Murdoch's eldest son), we met of Auckingill-Keiss”.
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THE EXTENDED FAMILY - Donald’s Brothers & Sisters

Child 5 - Murdoch & Margaret GUNN - Their Family

0 Child 2 .-152)- Donald GUNN was born in 1884. He married Helen MOWAT in 1908
at the West UF Manse in Wick. Donald was grieve (farm bailiff or overseer) at Banniskirk Mains
a few miles from Halkirk, an estate owned by the Vickers Armaments family at the time. Helen
Miller, Flora Naylor and Murray Hill met Donald when they visited Scotland.
Helen Miller wrote in her diary...

"July 1951......before grandpa (Donald Gunn who married Helen Baikie) left Scotland, he and Murdoch
promised each other that they would name their eldest sons after each other. They had apparently
lost touch with each other for some years. Jim Waters, Jean Davies father and son-in law of Magnus
Baikie, younger brother of Helen, arranged for Donald and me to meet one evening. He is a dear man
and manages a farm near Halkirk. He gave us the old family bible to take home....the names of
grandpa's family and dates of grandpa's family and dates of birth etc are written inside. Donald and
Helen had a big tea for us.....true Scottish hospitality......always pancakes and scones . (At that time, he
had a sister living at Halkirk, two in Edinburgh and one in Obon, but rarely sees them.) We met two of
Donald's daughters, one of the sons and several grandchildren. Donald also told us to see Miss Keith of
Thurso, sister of the sherriff of Orkney , and who had several of Donald's brother David's paintings. So
Jim arranged for us to visit her also.....a small lady, "somewhat eccentric”, educated at Oxford and
interested in the arts...a wonderful collection of paintings and antiques, including 4 of D.W.
Gunn's......they are refreshing and modern.”

Flora Naylor wrote in her travel diary...

“Helen & Donald Gunn - Bridge St., Halkirk, Caithness.

Their family :-
Murdoch (“Murdo”) Helen (="Ellen?)
George Margaret
Robert m. Leni Swanson (??) Alexandrina
William Catherine

Donald, our cousin, named after our father, 75 years.

Told us the saying “ Sinclair-Sutherland, Keith & Gunn : never was peace where the 4 clans run”.
09/08/61...”"Jim (Waters) took us out to meet Donald Gunn in Bridge St., Halkirk. Helen Gunn, his
wife at home, quite nice lady, but Donald at Thurso sheep sales.....Jim drove us to Thurso...found
Donald & brought him back to meet us. He is like Dad & Gard, hale & hearty. He was grateful to
Jim , as we were for the meeting. The dear old fellow asked me to write - “Will ye write
sometime ?” at our parting. I most certainly will later.”

Donald and Helen also lived at Skinnet farm for a time. Afterwards they bought a house in
Halkirk village where he retired. On the 22nd May 1968 Donald and Helen celebrated their
Diamond Wedding Anniversary in Halkirk.

"The congratulations of their many friends go out to Mr & Mrs Donald |
Gunn, Bridge Street, Halkirk, who have just celebrated their diamond ; i
wedding. They were married by Rev. P.W. Clelland in the West U.F. ll‘é
Manse, Wick, on May 22, 1908. Last week's celebrations took place in &
the Commercial Hotel, Halkirk, where they were entertained by their
family, including their great grandchildren. After supper the toast of the
evening was proposed by Mr A Tait who referred to the homliness and
hospitality which were extended to all who crossed their threshold. Mr
Tait, on behalf of the community wished then many years of continued
good health.

In replying to the toast Mr Gunn, on behalf of his wife and himself,
thanked the members of the family and their many friends for their
kindness. A large number of congratulary telegrams, including one from k.
Her Majesty the Queen, which is greatly appreciated and will be
treasured by the family."

Donald died in 1980 aged 86, and Helen in 1981, aged approx. [ _ hew
81. Both are buried at Halkirk, as are their deceased family. Donald and Helen Gunn

Diamond Wedding Anniversary
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THE EXTENDED FAMILY - Donald’s Brothers & Sisters

Child 5 - Murdoch & Margaret GUNN - Their Family
0 Child 2 - Donald & Helen GUNN - Their Family

. Child 1 (c.-15.21)- Ellen GUNN, born in 1907, married Malcolm SHEARSMITH. Ellen
died in 1997 - her death is recorded...“Peacefully at Caithness General Hospital, Wick, on Wed
Dec. 31 1997. Ellen Gunn,beloved wife of the late Malcolm, a dear mother and granny and great
granny. Funeral service from St. Andrews Funeral Parlour, Olrig St., Thurso on Monday Jan. 5th
at 1.45 pm., thereafter to the Thurso Cemetery. all friends respectfully advised. Sadly missed”.
They had 6 children...

* Child 1 (G.-1.5.2.1.1.) - Francis Robert GUNN, the son of Ellen before she married Malcolm. He
now lives at 50 Bridge St. Halkirk (the same house his grandparents, Donald and Helen lived in ?).
Francis did not marry.

Child 2 (G.-1.5.2.1.2)) - Diana (“ Dolly”) SHEARSMITH married Alexander SMITH.
Child 3 (G.-1.5.2.1.3.) - Lena SHEARSMITH.

Child 4 (G.-15.2.1.4.) - Edward SHEARSMITH married Kitty FALCONER and migrated to
Melbourne. From Flora Naylor’s travel diary...“Grandson of Helen and Donald Gunn = Ted and
Margaret Shearsmith, Numurkah, Victoria. 78 years, March 1935".

* Child 5 (G.-1.5.2.1.5.) - Sandy SHEARSMITH died in Jan. 1990.
* Child 6 (G.-1.5.2.1.6.) - Margaret SHEARSMITH lived in Stockton.

. Child 2 (G-15.22)- Margaret GUNN, born in 1909, was a disabled spinster who worked as a
housekeeper in Thurso. She did not marry. She died in 2001....

“Peacefully at Dunbar Hospital, Thurso, on July 22. Margaret S Gunn (92 years), late of 6 Macpherson
Walk, Thurso. Daughter of the late Donald and Helen Gunn , Halkirk. A dear sister and aunt. Funeral
service in Halkirk Parish Church, on Wed. July 25 at 11.45 am, thereafter to Halkirk Churchyard. All
friends respectfully invited. Family flowers only, but donations, if desired, to Dunbar Hospital League of
Friends”.

. Child 3 (c.-152.3)- Alexandrina GUNN, born in 1911, was also disabled and used a
"zimmer" (walking frame). She never married but she had a son...

* Child 1 (G-15231.) - Alistair GUNN who was a joiner and married Christina
SUTHERLAND. They have a...
Son, Gavin also a joiner,
Daughter, Gilian, a careworker.
Alexandrina died in 1989.

. Child 4 (G.-1.5.2.4)) - William GUNN, born 1915, married married Magdalena SWANSON.

* Child 1 (G.-15.2.4.1.) - William GUNN married Beatrice and has a painting business in
Leeds.
William (snr.) died of leukemia on 30th April 1954, and was buried in Halkirk.

. Child 5 (G.-1.5.2.5) - Murdo GUNN did not marry. He was deaf and dumb.

. Child 6 (G.-15.2.6) - Catherine GUNN was also deaf and dumb.

* Child 1 (G.-1.5.2.6.1.) - Donald MOWAT married Janet FRASER who is a great, great grand-
daughter of George Baikie, brother of James Baikie, Jean Davies' gt.gt. grandfather. They have a
son, Alan MOWAT, and a daughter.

She married William GEDDES. They had no family. . Also, according to Mrs Lena Smith,
Catherine and William lived next door to Francis Gunn.

. Child 7 G.-15.27)- George MacLeod GUNN, born, 1929, had a speech problem and was
born with one arm off at the elbow. His death notice reads "Peacefully, at Dunbar Hospital
Thurso, on November 18, 1991, George MacLeod, beloved son of the late Donald and Helen
Gunn and a dear brother and uncle. Funeral from his home, 50 Bridge Street, Halkirk today,
Thursday November 21 at 2 p.m. Thereafter to Halkirk Cemetery....sadly missed."

. Child 8 (6.-1.5.2.8.) - Francis Robert GUNN.
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THE EXTENDED FAMILY - Donald’s Brothers & Sisters

Child 5 - Murdoch & Margaret GUNN - Their Family

0 Child 3 ©.-153)- Peter GUNN migrated to Canada, lived in Toronto, and had a son. He
was a policeman and a pipe major in the police band.
Helen Millar had in her possession a card with the following addresses :-

*Mr. Murdo Gunn - 306 Wellesley Street, Toronto, Canada - also F. Naylor's address book.
*Mr Peter Gunn - Gooder(n)ham, Ontario, Canada - also F. Naylor's address book.

*Mr. David Gunn - R.R.1 Maitland, Ontario, Canada.

*Mr & Mrs James McEwen - 7235 Laceda Boulevard APT4 Montreal, Canada.

0 Child 4 c-15.4)- Bob GUNN also migrated to Canada.....a policeman in Toronto ?

0 Child 5 @©-155)- David William (“Willie”) GUNN was an artist and a teacher in
Dunfermline. He studied in France and Italy and his work was influenced by the French in
particular.....quite a broad style. According to Miss Keith, he was somewhat temperamental
and unstable, but was well liked and had a lovely nature. He apparently "took a drop”, and
could not afford to live on his small teacher's salary. He died in the mid 1930's, perhaps by
suicide (Donald said he forgot to turn the gas off).

0 Child 6 (.-1.5.6)- Nothing is known of Joe.

0 Child 7 ©-157)- Margaret (“Maggie”) GUNN married Kenneth SUTHERLAND who
worked on the farm Keiss Mains. They had three children...

o Child 1 G.-1.5.7.1)- Robert SUTHERLAND who died before 1990.

. Child 2 G.-1.5.7.2)- Son SUTHERLAND.

o Child 3 (¢.-15.7.3)- Betty SUTHERLAND who was a teacher and ran a guest house in Ed-
inburgh.

0 Child 8 .-1.58)- Alice GUNN - Nothing is known of Alice.

0 Child 9 .-159)- Jessie GUNN who, according to Miss Bremner, was born about 1896 and
went to Australia..... She had two sons.

0 Child 10 .-1.5.10) - Bella GUNN ....married ..

1. Mr. Sutherland, who was killed in WW2 and had a car business in Halkirk.
2. Mr. Davidson who lived in Edinburgh.
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THE EXTENDED FAMILY - Donald’s Brothers & Sisters

Janet GUNN (1860 - 1944) & William BLYTH (1849 - pre 1919)

CHRONOLOGY
CODE WHO EVENT WHEN WHERE / COMMENT / SOURCE
G-6.1. GUNN, Janet Born 18/05/1860 “Daughter of Peter Gunn, farmer, and Alexandrina Robertson at Auckin-
gill, Canisbay, County of Caithness” .....Certificate
Married 07/11/1892 “William Blyth, Widower, Railway Surfaceman, 43, James Place Dunferm

line, to Janet Gunn, Spinster, Domestic Servant, Baldridgeburn
Dunfermline.....Certificate

Emigrated 21/06/1919 On ship SS Massilia from Glasgow to Boston; “Aged 58; Housewife;
Maiden-name Gunn; Height 5'3"; Eyes Gray; Colour of hair Gray; Com
plexion Dark”...Passport / Passenger List

Occupation Domestic Servant; Housewife......Marr. Cert. / Passport
Residence(s) Baldridgeburn, Dunfermline.....Marr. Cert.

Newburyport; Hyde Park, Massachusetts.....Family
Died 1944 L. Family
Buried Mount Hope Cemetery, Hyde Park, Massachusetts......Family

BLYTH, William Born 1849 ....Marr. Cert.
Married (1) Not known
(2) 07/11/1892

Occupation Railway Surfaceman.....Marr. Cert.
Residence 43 James Place Dunfermline....Marr. Cert.

74 Appin Crescent, Dunfermline....Birth Cert. Of daughter
Died Pre 1919 Janet emigrated on her own....Family
Buried Pre 1919 Perhaps Dunfermline.....Family

A big thank you to Carol Avery, and Douglas and Tonya Black
for much of the information regarding this family.

0 We can piece together the following about Janet and William...

. Janet was born in 1860 at Auckingill, Canisbay.
. Prior to her marriage Janet was a domestic servant, living
at Baldridgeburn, Dunfermline.
o William was born in 1849.
. William’s occupation was “railway surfaceman”.
o Janet and William married in 1892 at Dunfermline. Wil-
liam was a widower. s 3 b | i
. One of their children, Alexandra Robertson (“Ella”), was born _ LA S
in 1893 at Dunfermline. "o
. William probably died at Dunfermline, prior to Janet emi- 5, | .
grating with her daughter Ella . @} [ : u." 1]
. Janet (aged 58) and Ella (aged 25) migrated to America on JaeBIyt 11/11/1938
the ship SS Massilia, from Glasgow to Boston in 1919. With grandchildren, John & Janet

. Janet died in 1944 and was buried at the Mount Hope

Cemetery, Hyde Park, Massachusetts.

0 Janet & William BLYTH - Their Family
-G.1.6.1. Alexandrina Robertson (“Ella’’) BLYTH / Sinclair Bain Simpson (“Steve’) BLACK
-G.1.6.1.1. John Sinclair (“Jack”) BLACK / Barabara
-G.1.6.1.1.1. Scott BLACK
-G.1.6.1.2. Janet Alexandra (“Jean”) BLACK / Les CREASER
-G.1.6.1.2.1. Bruce CREASER / Peggy
-G.1.6.1.2.2. Gregg CREASER / Roxanne
-G.1.6.1.2.3. Brett CREASER
-G.1.6.1.3. (1) Robert Bruce (“Bob”) BLACK / Carol PARKER
-G.1.6.1.3.1. Douglas Andrew BLACK / Tonya MERRILL
-G.1.6.1.3.1.1. Robert James BLACK
-G.1.6.1.3.1.2. Kyle Charles BLACK
-G.1.6.1.3.2. Joann M. BLACK / Manuel CERQUEIRA
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THE EXTENDED FAMILY - Donald’s Brothers & Sisters

Child 6 - Janet & William BLYTH - Their Family

0 Child 1 ©-61.1)- Alexandrina Robertson (“Ella”) BLYTH (1893 -1964) & Sinclair
Simpson Bain (“Steve”) BLACK (1889-1936)

CHRONOLOGY
CODE WHO EVENT WHEN WHERE / COMMENT / SOURCE
G-6.1.1. BLYTH, Alexandrina Born 21/07/1893 “At 74 Appin Crescent, Dunfermline, Father William Blyth, Railway Sur
Robertson faceman, Mother Janet Gunn, married 07/11/1892 at Dunfermline.....Cert.

Emigrated 21/06/1919 On ship SS Massilia from Glasgow to Boston; “Aged 25; Drapery Assis
tant; Born Dunfermline 23/07/1893"...Passport / Passenger List

Married USA......Family

Naturalized 24/06/1935 Aged 41; “Female, White, Medium complexion, Gray eyes, Brown-gray
hair, 5’3" height, 140 pounds, Married”; "Residing at 7 EIm St., Boston,
Hyde Park”...Certificate

Occupation Drapery Assistant......Passport
Residence(s) 9 Rose Crescent, Dunfermline....Calling Card

7 Elm St., Boston, Hyde Park, Massachusetts
....Naturalization Certificate / Flora Naylor's & Helen Millar's address book

Died 31/10/1964 Boston....Flora Naylor's address book / Family

Buried ??/11/1964 Mount Hope Cem., Hyde Park, Massachusetts (Beside Janet)......Family
BLACK, Sinclair Born 18/06/1889 “At Townhill, Dunfermline, Father Richard Black Chimney Can Maker,
Simpson Bain Mother Wilhelmina, nee Bain married 13/02/1879, Kirkaldy. .....Certificate

Naturalized 08/11//1919  Aged 30, single....Certificate
War Service  23/09/1917 - 15/01/1920....Certificate

Occupation Machinist.....Family
Died 13/12/1936 ....Family
Buried ??/12/1936 Mount Hope Cem., Hyde Park, Massachusetts (Beside Janet).....Family

Ella was born in 1893 at Dunfermline, Scotland. Prior to her emigrating , she was a drapery
assistant, living at Dunfermline.
In 1919, aged 25, she emigrated with her mother, Janet to America on the ship SS
Massilia, from Glasgow to Boston. Helen Millar recalls...
"Aunt Marg Threadgold corresponded with Ella Black (nee Blyth) as long as | can remember. She went to
America with her parents and Mr Black followed her and married her.....From memory, | think that June
Nelmes (Hince) told me that her mother stayed with them before they went to America ...The mother of June
Hince grew up with Ella’'s family until they went to America."

Steve was born in 1889, also at Dunfermline, his parents being Richard Black, a Chimney
Can Maker, and mother Wilhelmina, nee Bain, married 13/02/1879, at Kirkaldy.
In 1917, aged 31 and single, he enlisted at Boston, Massachusetts, in the United States Army, serv-
ing in France as a “Machinist Helper”.

From his Enlistment record...
“Excellent character; service honest and faithful; no absence; gray eyes, brown hair, ruddy complexion, 5’8" in
height; arrived in France Dec. 1917; received wounds Sept. 1918; arrived in United States Nov. 1918; honora-

bly discharged Jan. 1920; condition when discharged was poor”.

In Sept. 1918, Steve received a letter from his mother, Thistle Street Dunferm-

line...

“My dear Sinclair, Its long since i had a letter from you i hop you
are well | am very anxious to know about you | know you would
writ if you had the chance

But are you well if | only could know i would fell happy If i only
got a ?? to let me know

Well i sent you a letter on 31st august and som cigarettes did
you get them - | got 2 letters from you after you returned from
the firing line i have been expecting you hom on furlough how
happy we would all be if you could only com to see us Archie
Wood is in france - he may be in the firing line by this time - he

is in the Camerons (with kilt) his father is very ill | saw his
mother today she was crying very much about all his trubles - |
Ella as a young lady feel very sorry for her - nearly every one has some

sorrow i had a letter from Bessie today they are all well she got uour photoWillie is always at
hom Father is back to work again he was 5 weeks 2 days off work it was a lot of money lost
But | am accustamant to him being idle i had another viset of that man Philp for that 3-15-0
he is determined to have it he has tried many ways But he has not got it yet i know he only
wants it for his own pocket he wants to frighten me with all kinds of stories But the wash
house is not finished yet work men is carse But they made it deasent to wash in i have had
no letter from Maggie or Angie for a long time

Well dear its getting late i am keeping better this last few days now my dear Sinclair put your
trust in God he will help you take care of you be with you in all danger trust to God Dear and
we will meet in this world yet good night with a prayer you are well your ever loving mother
Mina XXXxxx”"

‘ Sinclair as a young man ‘

Page 320



THE EXTENDED FAMILY - Donald’s Brothers & Sisters

Child 6 - Janet & William BLYTH - Their Family

0 Child 1 - Ella & Steve BLACK

* Ella and Sinclair lived at 7 Elm

Street, Hyde Park 36, Massa- ' \ The home in Hyde Park
chussets. -

Ella and John

Sinclair and Jean

13/04/1945 - Letter from Bob & Ella Black, 7 EIm Street, Hyde Park, Mass...."”l just had a card
from Jack so far as | know he is safe and well. He and his company had a Presidential Citation
from General Eisenhower after they crossed the Rhine. | just keep hoping and praying that he will
come thro safe. | had Jean home for the Easter weekend and she was fine. | think she gets a little
homesick once in a while. If she was nearer she could get home more often....I'm having that
cousin M (?) Gunn from Montreal down for a visit soon. She can’t get home yet - | was hoping she
would get this year as her youngest son is coming home this fall : he has been in this war 5 years.
She loves America and really enjoys her visits here. She would rather be here than in Canada, but
they are better off in Canada in the food line, than we are, we can’t get much of anything now in the
meat line. Bobby and | are going down to Newburyport (??) Sunday as Joan’s boy has to go into the
service next Friday, so | would like to see him before he goes. He is married and has a little son...”.

* They corresponded with their Australian cousins, Flora Naylor and Marg| 7o""Black1946

Threadgold.

0 Child 1 - Ella & Steve BLACK - Their Family

. Child 1 (G.-6.1.1.1)- John Sinclair (“Jack”) BLACK (1924-1982) & Barbara

* John was born 02/10/1924 in Boston. He served in the U.S. Army during World War
11. In a letter from from Mary Threadgold to her mother.(13/05/1945)...

"...the snaps of Jean were excellent - she is certainly growing most
attractive. | must write her again - | believe it is my turn again. Both she
and Jean Waters are prompt correspondents. Can just imagine how
worried Ella must have over poor Jack although now the war in
Europe is over, she will be relieved to a certain extent...”.

After the war he went to Washington State.
He did marry an English girl , Barbara, and they had one son, Scott. They subsequently
divorced. Barbara remarried in Hawaii, and moved back to England.

* John died on 17/09/1982 in , Port Angeles, Washington State.
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THE EXTENDED FAMILY - Donald’s Brothers & Sisters

0

Child 3 (G.-6.1.1.3)- Robert Bruce (“Bob”) BLACK (1932-1990) &
Carol PARKER

*Bob was born on 14/04/1932, in Boston, MA.

*Carol was born on 06/01/1935 in Boston, MA..

*Bob was a Dental Technician, and Carol a Secretary for the
Visiting Nurses Association.

Child 1 - Ella & Sinclair BLACK - Their Family

Child 6 - Janet & William BLYTH - Their Family

Child 2 (G.-6.1.1.2)- Janet Alexandra (“Jean”) BLACK (1926-) & Les CREASER

*Jean was born in 1926, at Boston..
*She corresponded with her Australian cousin, Mary Threadgold...

07/05/1935 - Letter from Jean (8 years old - 7 EIm Street, Hyde Park ) to Margaret's daughter,
Mary Threadgold.

08/02/1943 - Another letter from Jean (16 years old - Massachusetts Institute of Technology ), to
Mary ...."Dear Cousin Mary. We had a nice letter from your mother telling us that you were in the
Women’s Army. How exciting for you ! You're lucky in a way because as much as I'd like to serve
my country, we can't join until we're 21 and by the time I'm that old, | hope the war will be finished.
Do you ever happen to meet Helen or Margaret Carter ? Helen writes to a girl in Hyde Park that
mother thought would have lots in common with her as she is a teacher.

There were quite a few Hyde Park fellows in Australia but have moved elsewhere. Did you ever
happen to meet any from around Boston ?

| will graduate from High School in June, but due to the war, we have been allowed to do de-
fense work and still get our diploma as long as we keep the job. I'm doing stenography work at
the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, a college for engineers. | like it very much as it has
just started and everyone is so friendly.

Jack will graduate in June, but he is 18 and registered for the draft, so he may be called before
June. They give all the boys who join up or are drafted, their diploma.

You will no doubt be enjoying the warm summer breeze while we freeze over here. We had a bad
snowstorm last week but it is gradually melting. | can’t wait for spring to come.

Donald must be quite a young man. Many boys over here would be envious of him as it is quite diffi-
cult to get into the Air Corps over here and you must be over 18.

We are just beginning to realize the effect of the war. Sugar was the first thing to be rationed,
then coffee, and today it was announced that shoes were to be rationed. Next week a new ration
book will be issued, and no doubt a lot more will be rationed. I think it is a good plan because every-
one will get their share and no hoarding will be allowed.

| hope you will find time, Mary, to write and tell me all about your work. Now that | am older, | would
like to keep in touch with my cousins, especially now since the war has brought us closer.

| trust this will find you well and happy and we all send our best wishes for your success. Your lov-
ing cousin, Janet Black (Jean)”

*Jean and Les were married at Hyde Park, Massachusetts.

*Les was a Sales Representative for Philco / RCA, Radio and Television.

*Jean and Les divorced and Janet moved to Phoenix Arizona.

*Jean was visited by Gavin and Greta Martin in Phoenix Arizona, in 1979. She showed Gavin
their Family Bible.

*Jean died in Arizona in 1980. She was cremated and ashes scattered in Vermont.

*Jean and Les’ Family, with the latest known address (1983) ....

Child 1...Bruce and Peggy CREASER...215 Gable Way, Roswell, Georgia §#
20076.

Child 2...Gregg & Roxane CREASER...Surveying Engineer, residing 2116
W. Garden , Temple, Arizona 85282

Child 3...Brett CREASER...University student, 1865 E. Broadway, Appt.
113, Temple, Arizona, 85282
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THE EXTENDED FAMILY - Donald’s Brothers & Sisters

Child 6 - Janet & William BLYTH
0 Child 1 - Ella & Sinclair BLACK - Their Family
. Child 3 - Bob & Carol BLACK
*Bob and Carol married 07/10/1955, at Hyde Park, MA.
*They lived at at 264 Oak Street Randolph, Boston, Massachusets.
*They corresponded with Marg THREADGOLD, Flora NAYLOR and Helen MILLAR.

*Bob and Carol were visited by Gavin and Greta MARTIN, 1979 in Boston. Carol still
corresponds with Gavin Martin. Their daughter, Robyn MARTIN also stayed with Bob and Carol
in 1978.

Bob 1952

Bob & Carol Black 1955

Kyle, Tonya, Robert, Doug

*Bob and Carol’s Family...
Child 1 Douglas Andrew BLACK
Born 12/08/1963, Milton, Massachusetts.
Tonya born 30/05/1967, Alexanderia, Los Angeles
Married Tonya MERRILL, 03/08/1991.
Doug is a self-employed telephone technician, and Tonya a “stay at home
mum that does all Doug'’s office work”
Reside Derry, New Hampshire.
Children Robert James born 28/03/1995.
Kyle Charles born 17/03/1997.

Child 2 Joann M. BLACK
Born 04/12/1968, Boston, Massachusetts.
Manuel born 08/10/1968, Vale Portugal

Married Manuel
(“Manny”) CERQUEIRA,
.7 19/05/1990 .

Manuel is an elec-
tronics teacher, and Joann
a medical laboratory techni-
cian.

R e s i d e
. Massachusetts .

Bob, Joann, Robyn Douglas

Children Twin

O Child 2 - Dora BLYTH & Chester SAVAGE

All we know at this stage is that Dora married Chester of Rowley, Essex County, Massachusetts.
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THE EXTENDED FAMILY - Donald’s Brothers & Sisters

Child 7 c.-1.n- Alexandrina GUNN & George BRENMINER

0 Alexandrina was born in 1864 at Auckengill and married George Bremner in about
1894. They lived in the mountains where George worked on the railways to keep snow off
the railway lines. However the roads were cut off for up to six months of a year; so the
children went to a large house close by where a room was lent for the children to be taught
some lessons. The family was very poor.

Alexandrina & George BRENMNER - Their Family

0 Child 1 -17.1) - Alexand(e)rina (Ina) BREMNER was born in 1895 in Wick. She lived
in Edinburgh, married but had no children (?). Her younger sister, Annie, referred to her
husband as a typical gentleman and quite "well off."

0 Child 2 ©-1.72)- Mary BREMNER was born in 1896 in Wick and married Harry
MARSHALL and lived in Dunfermline. They had at least one son, Harry (“a tough guy”),
who was in the army. They had a very hard life. June Hince's family stayed there while she
was a child during the war after their home was bombed. Mary may have married twice.

0 Child 3 (.-1.73)- George BREMNER was born in 1897 in Wick. He was killed in World
War 1 (in the Air Force ?) . He was not married.

0 Child 4 .-1.74)- Peter BREMNER was born in 1897 in Wick and married Agnes. They
lived and died in Dunfermline. He was an artist, but was very poor (so poor, that he used to

Some of Peter's draw on both sides of the paper). Some of his
paintings (held by S o r———1- pictures tell the story of Dunfermline as he
June Hince) !‘t"“ *_! walked a lot around the area. June Hince
Q 73 a | has some of his paintings which she has

: } _ l framed and put them in her dining room.

ﬁ “ ; EE She loves the sketches even more so, as
' ! her twin, James, looked like Peter,

: ’ E __ — | m especially his hair and eye colouring.There
| —_— r . | R were two children - June thinks there was a
L & m i - - daughter.

A8

One of Peter’s paintings - “Backie

Agnes and Peter BREMNER
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