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SECTION 4  
 

 
 
 
 
 

THE CHILDREN OF 
 

 DONALD AND HELEN  
and  

Their Families 
  

♦ Donald Murdoch Gunn and Ellen Royal McAllister 
 
♦ James Benjamin Baikie Gunn and Elsie Glasson Bray 
 
♦ William Garden Gunn and Arita Lizzie Grace Chantril / Rachel Turnbull 
 
♦ Cathrien Jenny Gunn and William Alexander Carter 
 
♦ Helen Alexandrina Gunn and Peter Thomas Robertson 
 
♦ Jessie Georgina Gunn and William Albert Edgar Nankervill 
 
♦ Ronald Calder Gunn and Ella Lamont Gray 
 
♦ Rhoda May Gunn and Claude Albert Hill 
 
♦ Margaret Isabella Gunn and Robert George Threadgold 
 
♦ Ann Dorothy Jemima Gunn and Audrey Frank Edwin Martin 
 
♦ Flora Agnes Gunn and Lawrence James Naylor 
 

 



Child 1 
DONALD MURDOCH (“Murd”) GUNN(1883-1959)  

& ELLEN ROYAL (“Nellie”) McALLISTER(1883-1970) 

CHRONOLOGY 
 
CODE WHO  EVENT WHEN   WHERE / COMMENT / SOURCE 
0.1 GUNN, Donald  Born  25/09/1883 Probably at home, Glanville, Port Adelaide, South Aust......Family 
    Murdoch  Baptised 04/11/1883 Port Adelaide Presbyterian Church.....Church Records 
    Married  25/09/1912 Port Adelaide Cong. Church, Pt.Adelaide,  South Aust......Family 
    Occupation   Marine Engineer....Family 
    Residence(s) 1922 - 1961  Gun(n), D.M., Engineer, 28 Brougham Place, Alberton.....Almanacs  
    Died  07/09/1959 Daws Rd. Hospital, Adelaide, South Aust......Family 
    Buried  ??/09/1959 Cremated, Centennial Park Cem., Adelaide, South Aust.....Family 
 McALLISTER, Ellen Born  08/05/1883 Royal Park, Adelaide, South Aust.....Family Bible 
   Royal   Occupation   Home Duties.....Family 
    Residence(s)   9 Clifton St., Hawthorn, Adelaide, South Aust.....Diary 
        Aldersgate Home, 160 OG Rd., Felixtowe, Adelaide, South Aust......Diary 
    Died  07/09/1970 Monreith Hosp., Norwood Pde., Adelaide, South Aust.....Family 
    Buried  ??/09/1970 Cremated, Centennial Park Cem., Adelaide, South Aust.....Family 
 

Murd was born in 1883 probably at home, Glanville, Adelaide, South Australia. He 
attended school at Le Fevre Peninsula School (He was Register Number 1506, but the register showing 
his details was missing - he was enrolled between January & July 1891,  when he was 7 / 8 years 
old ! ...perhaps went to another school  before LeFevre).   
"Murd" served an engineering apprenticeship with a tug company and then went to Broken Hill to 
work  on the power station in the mines....it was there he met Nell, whilst both were teenagers. 
Silver, lead and zinc were discovered there in 1883 (BHP - the Broken Hill Proprietary Co. was floated in 
1884), beginning a boom so that by the 1890’s Broken Hill had grown into a large town of more than 
17,000 people.   
He later won a scholarship (he wanted more experience as a ship’s engineer) and worked his passage to 
Glasgow and then worked in John Brown's shipyard, Firth of Clyde. He also worked, fitting propellors 
on the Mauritania, built for Cunard in 1906  at the Swan, Hunter, Whigham, Richardson Shipyard  at 
Newcastle on Tyne,  and winner of several Blue Riband prizes. - those who were associated with it 
gained considerable prestige. He then went to sea as an engineer and obtained his 2nd engineer's 
ticket whilst overseas. 

He left the deep sea ships and returned to Australia after some years, because he 
wanted to be home more. He worked on 
Coasters as a sea-going engineer, 
eventually receiving his Chief's ticket in 
steam in Adelaide. Some of the ships 
were :- 
• Warrawee, Quorna, Mulkarra (he 

made about 30 trips a year on this 1,000 
tonner)  

• Juno (as chief engineer - his brother Ron 
also served on this ship - photo in the Port 
Adelaide museum) 

• Kapara. 
 
They were owned by the Adelaide 
Steamship Company and its subsidiary, the 
Coastal Steamship Company. On one 
occasion when he was working on the 
Quorna, which went from Port Adelaide to 
Cowell, he took medicine to Lawrie and 
Flora Naylor who were with the Lands 
Department there (there was no chemist or 
doctor !), and he also picked up Murray Hill 
who "left ship", and took him to Wallaroo. 

  
 Murd as a young man 
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Child 1 - MURD & NELLIE GUNN 

Ellen was born in 1883 probably at home Royal Park, Adelaide, South Australia. 
She was the youngest of  9 children of Charles Francis McAllister and Elizabeth Ann Ely.  

• Charles McAllister was born in 1841, in Cardiff, Wales, his father being John. They were Catholics. 
At age 14, in 1855, he was apprenticed to a Thomas Hill, Cardiff, as a plumber, glazier and painter. 
Aged 23, Charles left Plymouth, England in 1864 for South Australia on the ship “Eastern Empire”. 
He played football for Port Adelaide at Billy Goat Flat - their colours were magenta and blue.  

 
• The Biographical Index of South Australians records an “Elizabeth Ely, born in 1846, at Manchester, 

England, and “Elizabeth Ely, Protestant, servant”, emigrating to South Australia in 1855 on the ship 
“The Admiral Boxer” and residing at Port Adelaide. 

 
• Charles and Elizabeth married on the 26 th December 1867. They lived at many places including in 

Port Adelaide, Dale St., Church Place, St. Vincent St., corner Nile St. / Robe St., and at Royal Park near 
Queenstown. Charles was a plumber. 

• Tragically, Elizabeth died of cancer of the uterus in July 1885, aged 39 at Queenstown and 

was buried at the Cheltenham Cemetery. The children were aged :- 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 ∗ Susannah Elizabeth (“Lizzie”) 17 

∗ Catherine Ann    15 
∗ Sarah Ann     13 
∗ Charles John  (“Charlie”)  11 
∗ Alice May     9 
∗ Raymond     7 
∗ Ellen (“Nellie”)   2 
(Another child, Francis, born in 1879, died in 1880) 

Exerpts from an article "Meet Charlie McAllister" in "The Conveyor" 
September  
"To mention the name of Charlie McAllister in Broken Hill today, one would 
immediately associate him with plumbing activities, as he has for many years, 
conducted a master plumbing business in the city.....Born in Port Adelaide in 
1874, Charlie decided as a schoolboy that he was going to follow his father's 
footsteps and be a master plumber. It was quite natural that, on completion of 
his schooling, he entered his father's business to learn the trade. At this time an 
extensive building programme was in progress in Broken Hill, and McAllister 
senior, was offered several contracts in the  Silver City. It was decided to 
transfer the business, and the four McAllisters, plumbers, were located in 
Blende Street Broken Hill, on a site adjacent to the Methodist Church. Charlie 
recalls that his first job was on the plumbing installation at the first Broken Hill 
hospital, which was then situated where the jail now stands....” 

Charlie McAllister 

• For a while, the eldest, Lizzie ran the 
household, but she was married shortly 
after. So Sarah took over, looking after 
the young children. She became very 
attached to them. She really had to bring 
the children up, as well as cook, sew and 
manage the household - quite a task for 
one so young.   
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Child 1 - MURD & NELLIE GUNN 

Murd  and Nell, both aged 29, were married in 1912 at The Port Adelaide 
Congregational Church. Nellie was given away by her elder sister and brother in law, Alex and 
Sarah Russell, because both her parents had died.  

 
 
 

• By 1896, Charles was back at Port Adelaide, at Cannon St., Port Adelaide, where he 
continued  his plumbing business for about two years - he may have retired in 1898 and 
moved to Old Port Road. He  died in May 1908, aged 68 years, at Queenstown of “Chronic 
Nephritis and Exhaustion”, and he too was buried in the Cheltenham Cemetery, next to 
Elizabeth. Nellie was twenty two  years old at the time of her father’s death. 

 
• Charles and Elizabeth’s McAllister’s Family.... 

Murd and Nellie’s Wedding 

Sarah Russell   Ben Gunn Nellie  Murd.  ??         Susannah Lowe 

∗ 12/10/1868 : Susannah Elizabeth (“Lizzie”) born at Dale Street Port Adelaide. She married 
Maurice Lowe, who was a butcher. They too attended the Port Adelaide Congregational Church. 
Their son, Maurice, ran the well known electrical store by the Black Diamond Corner at Port 
Adelaide. 

∗ 19/07/1871 : Catherine Anne born at Church Place Port Adelaide, married Jim Wilson. They lived 
at Alberton.   

∗ 21/07/1872 : Sarah Jane (“Marzie”) born at St Vincent Street Port Adelaide, married Alec Russell. 
Sarah was a very diminutive lady, but with endless energy. Alec’s father, Alf, was the owner of the 
British Hotel near the Birkenhead Bridge, Port Adelaide. Alec died at the relatively young age of 50. 
Their daughter, Alice, married Dr. Bob Russell (Russell marries a Russell) and they became very 
friendly with Don and Doug Gunn.  

∗ 14/05/1874 : Charles John (“Charlie”) born at St Vincent Street Port Adelaide, married Mary Jane 
Truscott.....They went to Broken Hill....See previous page. The plumbing business is still there 
carried on by a grandson, George.  

∗ 15/02/1876 : Alice May born at St Vincent Street Port Adelaide, married Arthur Hunt. They had a 
small farm at Gilles Plains, then moved to a little cottage just off Gorge Road, Athelstone. One 
daughter, Nell, married Max Lomman, and they had a well known orchard at Athelstone (now part of 
“Suburbia” - Linear Park), frequently visited by Nell and Murd. Another daughter, Edna, married Alf 
Crammond, who had a fruit property at basket Range in the Adelaide Hills - one of their daughters, 
Barbara, went to Norwood High School, the same school as Malcolm Gunn.   

∗ 25/06/1878 : Raymond born at St Vincent Street Port Adelaide, married Lill.    
∗ 25/11/1879 : Francis Peter born at St Vincent Street Port Adelaide, died in 04/02/1880. 
∗ 09/05/1883 Ellen Royal (“Nellie”) born at Royal Park, married Donald Murdoch Gunn.  

Wedding Invitation 
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Child 1 - MURD & NELLIE GUNN 

They lived first at Muller Terrace, then at Brougham Place, Alberton, just north of the 
Alberton Oval. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Home at Brougham Street Alberton, 2000 

“What  think ye of our lads : Arn’t they 
bonny ? Compliments of the season 

from us all. Murd and Nell”  

Nell with Don (2) and Doug (6m.) 1915 

“Don, Grandma Helen, Doug, Nellie” 
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Their first son, Donald, was born in 1912, and the 
second, Douglas in 1915. At the time of his father's death in 
1918, Murd was Chief Engineer of the Steamer "Rupara" on the 
Queensland coast. On one occasion, when a ship was sold to a 
Chinese concern, he went with the ship and sailed the Orient for a 
while. It was reported that, when he returned from China, his 
eldest son, Don, went to the door and did not recognize his dad.  

 



Child 1 - MURD & NELLIE GUNN 

Murd also went to Pt. Vincent a lot taking produce there and bringing wheat back. It was 
here that he met "Pop" Sherriff and began a long family friendship which carried on with his 
children and grandchildren :- 

The lifelong friendship with the Burge's, fostered at the Port Congregational Church, 
also became a several generation one.  
When Murd was home from sea, the Gunns, Burges, and Goodes would often go to both the 
Adelaide and Port Adelaide markets on Friday nights.....the children getting up to mischief in the 
stalls and enjoying listening to the Salvation Army Band. 
Don and Phyll became lifelong friends with Harold and Bet Burge, while Trevor and Pam Gunn 
remain good friends with Peter and Sharon Burge.  

 

• The "Sherriff's" of Yorke Peninsula began with James Sherriff who settled at "Koongarra"...an 
aboriginal name for "froth & foam" ( as the lake on the property must have appeared during rough weather when 
the winds built the water up on the east end of the lake) on approximately 180 acres in the 1860's. They were 
not the first in this area....a Weaver from Bristol ran a pastoral lease as the first commercial venture on 
York Peninsula before the area was gazetted, bringing his own prefabricated home; his later home 
subsequently became the Weaver's school. James came over by horse and cart; there were no roads 
and the area was just being surveyed.  

• One of James' sons was also James...otherwise known as "Pop" Sherriff. Pop and Murd became firm 
friends...Pop travelled to Adelaide on Murd's ships the Juno and Kapoola which used to carry grain, 
stock wool and passengers.  Murd actually bought a car at Stansbury and left it there, using it to drive to 
the Sherriff's,  instead of staying aboard on the boat, gambling and drinking. The friendship blossomed 
and during the 1920's, the families exchanged visits...the Gunns frequently drove to Yorke Peninsula in 
their Dodge mainly on the rough, unsealed Coast Road, the swamp section just out of Port Wakefield 
being particularly difficult. 
Likewise the Sherriffs 
visited Adelaide in their 
Maxwell. 

• Later the boys, Don with 
Reg Sherriff and Doug 
w i th  Ken  Sher r i f f , 
alternated school holiday 
visi ts on the bus, 
especially at Royal Show 
time. In retirement, Murd 
and Nell often drove their 
caravan to Stansbury and 
Corny Point and became friendly 
with Jack Barclay and Stan Goodes.  

• The family friendship continued, 
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Doug (15), Nellie (47), Murd (48), Don (17) : Dodge DA Model 
Backyard Alberton - 1930 

      Phyl          Don,             Bet & Harold Burge 

Reg & Kath Sherriff 

At the Sherriff farm 

Jim S.        Malcolm G.   Robert S.  Trevor G. Bob G. 

• Murdoch & Nellie  Donald & Phyll Gunn Malcolm & Jan Gunn 
 Gunn      Bob & Coralie Gunn 
       Trevor & Pam Gunn 
• Reginald Burge  Harold Burge  Sandra Burge 
     marr.      Peter & Sharon Burge 
 Eva Hodge  
• Not Known        marr.     
    marr. 
 Olive Goode  Betty Goode   



Child 1 - MURD & NELLIE GUNN 

Murd had a very lucky escape around 1920 while he was serving  as chief engineer on 
the A.S.S.Co. "Koombana" which ran from Fremantle to Broome / Port Hedland. Just prior to 
departure, he became sick, so he stayed at Fremantle much against his will. Several days later the 
ship  ran into a cyclone near Broome and it sank with all hands aboard - there were no survivors ! 

   
Like most of the family, Murd and Ellen visited Monteith to see Helen and the 

Threadgolds. The journey took two and a half hours by car......their first an old V8 Dodge, then a DA 
Dodge, then a DeSoto, and finally the Humber Super Snipe. The kids slept  in the back on the floor. 
On one occasion, Don and Doug rode their bikes there as teenagers; they left at 3.30 am and 
arrived at 2.30 pm. They stayed a few days, sleeping in the "boys room", attached to the house but 
with an outside entrance.  

 
Murd studied diesel and got his ticket, but there was too much competition for Chief jobs, 

and his health was deteroriating, so by 1933/34, he finished his seafaring days in Port Adelaide 
tugs, including the Waito and Woonda. He later retired because he suffered from Angina. He and 
Nellie used to take many caravan trips to Goolwa, 

Robe and Mt Gambier, and Yorke Peninsula. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Murd was a very hard, tough and often strict (he is said to have given a few "hidings" to Don 

and Doug to make up for those he did not give while at sea ! In the early days he was away for months at a 
time, so it was Nell who did most of the parenting), sometimes "grumpy" and determined man, who liked 
things to go his way. He enjoyed a joke and fishing, mainly off the wharves at Port Adelaide. He was 
a fine handyman and a very good carpenter, making some fine cabinets, stools and cupboards, and 
spending many hours in his huge shed. He liked pottering around home, and with his Humber Super 
Snipe. He often played Crib, particularly with his brother in law, Charlie McCallister who visited often 
from Broken Hill.  

“The Old Dodge” on the Murray Bridge, 1925 

Murd, Nell, Ann & Aud at Monteith early 1940’s 

Murd, Aud Martin, Bob Martin, Ann Martin, Nell,  Gavin Martin -  in their 
caravan by the river at Monteith early 1940’s 

Don   Murd   Nell 
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