
 

SECTION 2  
 

OUR ANCESTORS 
 
 
 
 

♦ Introduction   Location 
        “In a Nutshell” 
        Donald & Helen’s Brothers & Sisters 
        Extended Family Relationships   
 
 

♦ Gunn Ancestors Introduction 
        Charles Gunn & Margaret Cormack  
        Donald Gunn & Margaret Keith 
        Peter Gunn & Margaret Manson 
        Gavin Gunn & Janet Steven 
        Peter Gunn & Alexandrina Robertson 
 
 
 

♦ Baikie Ancestors Introduction 
        George Baikie & Mary Dunnet 
        Walter Baikie & Katherine Dunnett 
        George Baikie & Margaret Sutherland
        Benjamin Baikie & Helen Barneston  
        James Baikie & Catherine Calder 
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THE PARISHES OF CAITHNESS 

CANISBAY 
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CAITHNESS 
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⇒ The cottages (since demolished) of  Peter & Alexandrina GUNN, Gavin & Janet GUNN, William & 
Janet GUNN - In 1989 Bernard Thompson met a Mrs Matheson, postmistress, who knew of their 
location. She  also had photographs taken at the turn of the century. 

⇒ A bungalow which has a plaque “WG 1906” on the side of it....prehaps where William GUNN 
lived ...quite likely a descendant of  Peter or William GUNN, sons of William GUNN & Janet BAIN. 

Auckingill - A very small village north of Wick.....serviced by a bus in the morning & evening from Wick. 
 
• Residence of Donald GUNN & Margaret KEITH (G-4) , from 1774 to unknown....Christening of their child, 

Margaret (G-4.11) in 1774. 
• Residence of Peter GUNN & Margaret MANSON (G-3) , from 1782 - Pre 1851....Christening of  their children, 

Donald (G-3.1) in 1782; Gavin (G-3.2) in 1785;  Margaret (G-3.3)  in 1787; Helen (G-3.4) in 1789; John (G-3.5) in 
1792; Gavin (G-3.6; G-2.0) in 1794; William (G-3.7) in 1798. 

• Residence of Gavin GUNN & Janet STEPHEN (G-2) , 1821-1828...Christening of  their child, Peter (G-2.1; -1.0) in 
1821. 

• Residence of Peter GUNN & Alexandrina ROBERTSON (G-1), 1846 - 1910....Christening of  their children, David 

(G-1.2) in 1846; Margaret (G-1.3)  in 1849; Donald (G-1.4; 0.0)  in 1853; Murdoch (G-1.5)  in 1857; Janet (G-1.6) 
in 1860; Alexandrina (G-1.7)  in 1864.....Death of Peter GUNN (G-1)  in 1884; Death of Alexandrina in 1910.   

RELEVANT LOCATIONS 

In a letter to her daughter, Flora Naylor, Helen wrote...”Dad (Donald) was from near Wick ten miles along 
the coast towards Thurso, and about 20 from Wick and 21 from Thurso. I was from between Duncansbay 
Head and Dunnet Head, Dad was from between Duncansbay Head and Moss Head to the East, I a bit further 
west both from the coast on Pentland Firth”.   

See Enlargement A 
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North East CAITHNESS - Enlargement A 
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MEY DISTRICT - Enlargement B 
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Banniskirk Mains Farm  
• Donald GUNN (G-1.5.1.2) worked there as grieve. 

RELEVANT LOCATIONS 

ANCESTORS  - INTRODUCTION - Location 

Barrogil Farm  
• Mac WATERS (B-1.9.1.3.) worked there before going 

to Canada. 
• Now part of the Queen Mother’s estate. 

Canisbay Church - Buried here :- 
∗ James Baikie (1912), Catherine (nee Calder) Baikie (1921) & their son, John, who died aged 17.  

∗ Also mentioned was their eldest son, Benjamin Baikie, who was drowned in the Bay of Biscay 
(1877). 

∗ George Baikie (1802). 

∗ Gavin Gunn (1828), Janet (nee Stephen) Gunn (1822). 

Canisbay Church 

• Residence of  George BAIKIE & Mary DUNNETT (B-5) , 1708 - 1721....Christening of their children,  Agnes (B-
5.1) 1708; John (B-5.2) 1711; Walter (B-5.3;-4.0) 1713; Magnus (B-5.4) 1716; Christian (B-5.5)  1721.  

• Burial (No. 49) of  George BAIKIE 1802 (B-3) . 
• Burial (No.50) of  James BAIKIE, 1912 & Catherine CALDER (B-1) 1921. 
• Memorial to (No.50) of  Benjamin BAIKIE (B-1.2) 1877. 
• Burial (No.50) of  John Calder BAIKIE (B-1.6) 1885. 

Bernard Thompson - Auckingill “The Milton “ - Auckingill 

The Post Office and general store of Mr Donald Swanson  
Auckengill  

Canisbay   
• Marriage of Peter GUNN & Margaret MANSON, 

1781 (G-3). 
• Marriage of Gavin GUNN & Janet STEPHEN, 1820 

(G-2).....Burial of  Gavin GUNN, 1828 & Janet 
STEPHEN, 1822. 

Dunfermline   
• North of Edinburgh - 

Descendants of Janet 
GUNN / William 
BLYTH (G-1.6) ??. 

 
Dunnett    
• Memorial to Thomas 

S W A N S O N  ( B -
1.1).1881 & Burial of  
James SWANSON (B-
1.1.2) 1891. 

• (Hillhead)...Residence 
of  Catherine BAIKIE 
& Capt. Alexander 
CALDER (??-??) (B-
1.5). 

• Burial of  Catherine 
BAIKIE, 1938 & Capt. 
Alexander CALDER, 
1925 (B-1.5). 
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Halkirk   
• (Bower)...Marriage of  Peter GUNN & Alexandrina 

ROBERTSON (G-1).....Residence of  Peter GUNN & 
Alexandrina ROBERTSON 1844 - 1845....Christening of 
their child, Gavin (G-1.1;) 1845. 

• Residence of  Margaret GUNN (G-1.3)  
• (51 Bridge St.)....Residence of  Donald GUNN & Helen 

MOWAT (G-1.5.2) . 
• Burial of  of  Donald GUNN, 1980, & Helen MOWAT, 

1981, (G-1.5.2) . 
• Other descendants of Donald GUNN / Helen MOWAT & 

Murdoch GUNN /  Margaret SUTHERLAND here. 

ANCESTORS  - INTRODUCTION - Location 

Thurso - Clayhusbandry ( E. of Thurso)  
• Residence of  Catherine BAIKIE & Capt. Alexander CALDER (B-1.5), 

(?? - 1925 / 1938)....died there . 

Wick    
• Marriage of Charles GUNN & Margaret CORMACK, (G-5) 1719......Residence of Charles GUNN &  Margaret 

CORMACK, 1720 - ??.....Christening of  their chidren, Katherine (G-5.1) 1720; Donald (G-5.2;G-4) 1721; George, 
(G-5.3) 1723. 

• Residence of Donald GUNN & Margaret KEITH (G-4) , 1749 -1759....Christening of  their children,  John (G-4.1), 
1750; William (G-4.2) 1752; Elspet (G-4.3) 1755; Mary, (G-4.4) 1755;  Elspet (G-4.5) 1756; Charles (G-4.6) 1759. 

• Home of the HERITAGE CENTRE in Bank Row - the largest museum in the north of Scotland. 

Watten   
• Residence of Donald GUNN & Margaret KEITH (G-4) , 1760-1772.....Christening of their children, Peter (G-4.7; G-

3.0) 1762; Donald (G-4.8) 1765; Ingram (G-4.9) 1767; John (G-4.10) 1771. 

High St., Thurso in 1900 

Keiss - About 2 miles SW from Auckingill....Just north of the village is 
the small cemetery.    
• Burial of  Peter GUNN, 1903 &  Alexandrina ROBERTSON, 1910 (G-1). 
• Burial (unmarked) of  Murdoch GUNN (G-1.5) 1927. 
• Burial of  Murdoch GUNN, 1922 & Margaret GEDDES, 1952 (G-1.5.1.). 

Halkirk Church & Churchyard 

Keiss - around 1900 

Scarfskerry - The Linkmoor wrecked 
at Scarfskerry Pier 

Old Church. Thurso 
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